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They say the country isn't just a 
place, it’s a state of mind. Like finding joy 
in life’s simple pleasures: the thrill of a 
morning sunrise, a lazy afternoon spent in 
the company of golden light. Maybe that’s 
why many of us find country living 
so appealing. 

With Andersen? Feature Windows 
and Patio Doors, living life country style 
has never been more beautiful. Their clean 
lines and strong shapes open up rooms to 
create environments as sunny and spacious 
as the country itself. 

To learn more, see your Andersen 
window and patio door dealer listed in the 
Yellow Pages, send in the coupon, or call 
1-800-426-4261. 

Once you live in the light of 
Andersen windows and patio doors, city 
lights pale by comparison. y 

Come home to quality. 
Come home to Andersen? 


Send me free literature. I plan to D build in 
City State Zip 


I plan to O remodel. I plan to O replace. 


Name 


Address 


City State 


196-0992 


Zip Phone 
Send to Andersen Windows, Inc., PO. Box 3900, Peoria, IL 61614. 


BRINGING THE PAST INTO THE PRESENT 


“I CAN'T STAND A NAKED LIGHT BULB..” 


TENNESSEE WILLIAMS 


ress your next project with A N variety of commercial and residen- 
our fine quality, solid brass | A tial settings. Request our catalog 
S EÈ 


reproduction lamps and featuring over 200 Craftsman, 


lia | 
fixtures. Designed to enhance a NIAM Kä FIXT U RE Victorian and Neoclassic designs. 
Se 


REJUVENATION LAMP & FIXTURE CO. 1100 S.E. GRAND AVENUE PORTLAND, OREGON 97214 (503) 231-1900 
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Traditional Countertops 
To solve the plastic laminate quandary, here’s a survey of practical 
countertop options in vintage materials, 


BY J. RANDALL COTTON 


42 
Hoosier Kitchen Cabinets 
How to restore those free-standing, 

all-purpose “help-mates” from early 20th-century kitchens. 


BY ELLEN M. PLANTE 


44 
Before Vinyl, There Was Linoleum 
Irs decorative, indestructible, waterproof, and yes, even historic. 
Advice on restoring, replacing, or removing old linoleum. 


BY SHIRLEY MAXWELL AND JAMES C. MASSEY 


51 
Understanding Old-House Waste Systems 
A primer on where the soil pipes go after they leave 
tubs and toilets, and how sanitary systems have changed over 100 years. 
BY STEPHEN DEL SORDO 


55 
Drain Surgery 


How to operate on common waste line blockages, 
and what to watch out for in old-house plumbing. 
BY STAN PATEY 


59 
Cabins, Cottages, and Miniature Mansions 
They may not own castles, but they live like kings: 
Readers relate tales of tiny old-house living. 


ON THE COVER: A restored 1930 Monel metal kitchen at the Eldorado apartments, New York City. 
Design by Sweeny Walter Associates; contracting by Castle Builders. Photograph by Christopher Boas. 
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Tips on boarding windows, doorknob holes, and clamp cushions. 


Traditional kitchens, cookstoves, and a hardware matching service. 


A Southern Queen Anne and Victorian Gingerbread Patterns. 


Subscription service (800) 234-3797; Back issues ($4.95/ copy): (508) 281-8803; Advertising: (508) 283-4721. We are happy to 
accept editorial contributions to Old-House Journal. Query letters that include an outline of the proposed article are preferred. All 
manuscripts will be reviewed, and returned if unacceptable. However, we cannot be responsible for non-receipt or loss — please 


keep copies of all materials sent. ©Copyright 1992 by Old-House Journal Corp. All rights reserved. 
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the standard of quality since 13860 


‘SCHWERD’S 


wood columns 


COLUMNS 
—Schwerd 
columns are 
durable. Our 
120+ years 
of experi- 
ence in man- 
ufacturing 
wood columns has 
proven that the durability 
of a wood column de- 
pends upon the strength 
of the joint and the qual- 
ity and thickness of the 
wood. Schwerd column 
construction was developed to meet 
each specific requirement. The 
wood is thoroughly seasoned 
4, Northern White Pine. The pride of 
tE: craftsmanship and skilled tech- 
4 niques acquired by 120 years of 
specialized experience is applied. 
The resulting product is a 
‘*Schwerd Quality Column’’ spec- 
a ified by architects with complete 
# confidence. Both standard and de- 
= tail columns can be furnished from 
| 4 in. to 50 in. in diameter and up 
j to 35 ft. in length with matching 
pilasters. 
If you are one of our old customers 
| during the many 


No. 150 Roman Corinthian 


el 


8215 McClure Avenue 


RI 


No. 144 Modern Ionic 


A. P. SHEWERD MANUFAC 
telephone: 412-7 868-8322 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 15212 


years since 
our begin- , 
ning in 
1860, you ; 
know our : 
product; if 
not, send us 
your inquir- 
ies and orders and join 
our list of satisfied cus- 
tomers. W SEND FOR 
OUR FREE CATA- 
LOG E Schwerd’s com- 
plete aluminum bases for 
8, 10, 12, 14, 16, 18, 20, 
22, 24, 26, 28, and 30 in. dia. col- 
umns. 


No. 152 Temple of Winds 


Schwerd’s-Aluminum ventilated : 
plinth and aluminum turned 
member base are manufactured 
of thick metal and are recom- 
mended for all exterior columns 
in the above diameters to provide 
a maintenance-free, seamless 
base which is guaranteed against 
deterioration for a lifetime. 


TURING COMPANY 
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Old Houses, 


OR SOME TIME NOW, LYNN AND 
I have been noticing that 
among the many historic 
buildings we look at in books, 
antique plans, correspondence, and 
towns everywhere there are a surpris- 
ing number of very small  ş 
old houses. It seemed natu- 
ral that OHJ should devote 
some pages to these pocket 
palaces, so last year we sent 
out the call for reader’s sto- 
ties about restoring and 
inhabiting tiny old houses. 
The response was enthusi- 
astic, and we put together 
some of the most interest- 
ing examples for this issue’s 
Old-House Living article. 

It just so happened, 
too, that when OHJ moved 
to our new office here in 
Gloucester, I found myself looking for 
a roof over my head. There were many 
kinds of short-term, off-season shel- 
ter available that October (Gloucester 
has a large summer rental market), but 
one of the most intriguing was a pint- 
sized property tucked behind a large 
house on a scenic spit of land called 
Rocky Neck. “Mmmm, “ I mused, “I 
wonder what it’s like to stay in a really 
little old house?” I moved into the 
10'x20' Bell cottage later that week and 
soon found out. 

The place was really only one 
room that was cinched at its middle by 
a closetlike bathroom with a standup 
shower. The kitchen was on one side, 
the “everything else” room on the oth- 
er. Furniture was minimal — an 
antique bureau and a convertible sofa 
— which was fine for one person. 
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However, entertaining required making 
and stowing the bed first — in other 
words, you had to be a sort of domes- 
tic Houdini. 


While the building itself dated 


to at least the ‘2os, the kitchen was all 


Old-house living 
in 200 square feet (above) 


and the U-drawer (below). 


Big and Small 


new and, though not particularly old- 
house, had some nice touches to make 
optimum use of the close quarters. My 
favorite was the “U-drawer”, a mighty 
Yankee solution to the age-old waste 
of storage around a sink — just the 
spot a drawer should be, 
but never is. 

Living in a one-room 
dwelling does have its cozy 
side. Not only can't you get 
away from yourself, you 
have to share space with 
some inanimate stablemates. 
Ever realize how noisy a 
modern refrigerator is? You 
do when you're sleeping 
only spitting distance from 
one. Like the smell of fried 
fish that lingers after the 
stove is off? You get used 
to it when there’s no other 
room to escape to. In a tiny old house 
everything is so scaled down and with- 
in reach, it feels like you're living in a 
giant nest or a space capsule, only one 
made out of wood and nails. 

In this issue we also debut a new 
department: Reading the Old House. 
For years, questions about house styles 
have been one of the most popular parts 
of ASK OHJ so it was logical to give 
this subject a home of its own. In the 
capable hands of Jim Massey and Shirley 
Maxwell, we'll continue to field queries 
from our readers and try to tease out 
the architectural influences 
mix of influences — that give every old 


and often 


house its unique personality. 


GAON 


Photography by Tosca Battle 


AT LAST! 


Authentic, Quality Reproductions 


Since Leo 1916 


Crown City HARDWARE CO. 


The best selection of hard-to-find restoration hardware available any- 
where. Numerous rare items produced exclusively for us to our high 
quality standards. Come visit us or send $6.50 for our new 227 page full 
line catalog (please allow 6-8 weeks for delivery). 


CROWN CITY HARDWARE CO. 
1047 N. ALLEN AVE., DEPT. J92 
PASADENA, CA 91104 
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GLOBAL HISTORY 
Dear OHJ, 


I read your article “Gazing Globes in 
the Garden” in the May/June 1992 is- 
sue with great interest. Having spent 
the majority of my life in Ohio, I am no 
stranger to what we used to call 
“chrome balls.” As a matter of fact, I 
feel as though I grew up with gazing 
globes. As a youth someone told me 
that these “silvered orbs” were once 
placed in rose gardens to scare aphids 
away; aphids, of course, being fright- 
ened by their own reflections. Whatever 
their history might be, I have become 
increasingly enchanted by these round 
reflective garden ornaments. 

This past year I began doing re- 
search on gazing globes. Along these 
lines, I am currently in the process of 
collecting personal stories that relate to 
gazing globes. My hope is that these ac- 
counts will reflect what is interesting, 
charming, and unique about these 
spheres and the people who have en- 
countered them. I am also interested in 
other uses for the globes outside of the 
traditional garden setting. I have heard 
of a restaurant owner who placed one 
next to his cash register as a method of 
surveillance. And at some point in the 
1970s the US. Air Force bought thou- 
sands of them for secret experiments. In 
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essence, I want to know why the gazing 
globe has continued in popularity for so 
many decades. 

If any of your readers have such 
stories that they would like to share 
with me, I would be very interested in 
hearing from them. Correspondence 
may be sent to 420 East Broadway, 
Granville, Ohio 43023. 

— DAVID BUSSAN 
Assistant Professor 


Denison University 


A NEW OLD HOUSE 


Dear OHJ, 

My husband and I would like to thank 
you for your great magazine and the 
ideas that come inside. We began to read 
the Old-House Journal after we bought an 
old house with the hopes of restoring it. 
However, after numerous attempts to 
find a contractor to help us, reality set in. 
Between city codes, expense, and the 
condition of the house itself, we had to 
demolish it and start again. 

After looking through past issues, 
we found a set of plans that really caught 
our eye. It fit with the dimensions of the 
old house perfectly, enabling us to keep 
all the trees and bushes that had been 


The house plan for this new old house was 
adapted from George Barbers A Cottage 
Souvenir #2. 


planted almost 100 years ago. 

We are really proud of the way it 
turned out and we wanted to share it 
with you. Once again, thank you for 
helping us get started on our way to 
building our dreams. 

— DENIS AND MIKE BUDGE 
Reno, Nevada 


LOVE (HATE) 
REMUDDLING 
Dear OH], 
The “Pink Snout” from Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania [Remuddling, July/Au- 
gust 1992] is a gem! We live 50 miles 
from Pittsburgh and wish that you had 
printed an address. I'd love to see this 
monstrosity in person. 
— JUDITH TOMAZIN 
Valley Grove, West Virginia 


INTERESTED IN 

ILLUSTRATION 
Dear OHJ, 
I am writing this letter with somewhat 
of an unusual request. On page 51 of 
your May/June 1992 issue, you show an 
obviously old illustration of a circular 
radiator. This radiator, if I am correct, 
was manufactured by the A.A. Griffing 
Company of New York. The reason 
that this is significant to me is the fact 
that similar radiators exist here at Craig- 
darroch Castle, and the illustration in 
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Wood Restoration 
System 


The New Standards To Restore & Replace Wood 


Specified by the U.S. Government, national restoration centers, 
museums, architects, contractors and other professionals, Abatron's 
restoration materials handle virtually any wood repair problem. Results 
are guaranteed by years of incredible performance and our service. 


Liquid Wood® 


Deep penetrating wood consolidant. 
High-strength and strong adhesion, 
clear, transparent, low viscosity. 
Regenerates and waterproofs wood 
by hardening after penetrating. Can 
be brushed or poured on. Ideal for 
rotted windowsills and frames, 
columns, doors, furniture, sculptures 
structural and decorative compo- 
nents of any size in/outdoors. 


WoodEpox® 


The most versatile, STRUCTURAL & 
decorative wood substitute & 
no-shrink adhesive putty used in 
..Sanded, nailed, ee ae any thickness to replace, repair, 

ay extend or fill wood and other 
materials in structures, frames, 
furniture, boats, components, sculp- 
tures, in/outdoors. Can be sawed, 
nailed, planed, stained, painted. 
Often stronger than the original, 
unaffected by water, weather and 
termites. A NEW STANDARD IN 
WOOD RESTORATION. 


Abatron's 5-can Wood Restoration Kit contains 
~~ LiquidWood A and B, WoodEpox A 
and B, and Abosolv solvent. 


* Ei Ti Available in pint, quart 
=| and gallon sizes. 


VISA, MASTERCARD, & 


ii aem | AMERICAN EXPRESS ACCEPTED 
Call 1-800-445-1754 


IN ILLINOIS 708-426-2200 


ABATRON, INC. 
33 Center Drive, Dept. OHJ, Gilberts, Illinois 60136 


Since 1959, manufacturers of: Structural adhesives and sealants 
Protective and waterproof coatings — Seamless floors — Grouts for pitted and spalled surfaces 
Pe sie te : Terrazzo systems — Expansion joints —- Anchoring grouts for posts, precasts and structures 
... WoodEpox, which outperforms and outlasts wood. Underwater patching compounds - Resins for fiberglas and composites 
Caulks — Crack injection resins 


your magazine is the first and only ref- 
erence I have seen with respect to the 
Griffing Company. 

I am very interested in the source 
of the illustration and also learning 
about any other associated information 
or illustrations. 

— FRANK TOSCZACK 
Craigdarroch Castle 
Victoria, B.C., Canada 


A POSTWAR HOUSE — OF SORTS 
Dear OH], 


Now that the postwar “style” has been 
canonized — or at least catalogued into 
the annals of American architectural 
types — it seems that my family heir- 
loom, a postwar dollhouse, is now a per- 
tinent artifact (of sorts). Built during the 
mid 5os by my grandfather, a retired 
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Not your typical dollhouse: This model was in- 
spired by postwar houses in Queens, NewYork. 


commercial artist, for his two grand- 
daughters, the /12-size scale model leg- 
endarily took six years to perfect the de- 
tails, right down to the family portraits 
on the living room walls. The roof/attic 
section removed to reveal the three di- 
mensional floor plan of the house. The 
authenticity of detail extends to the 


formica and chrome kitchen counter, 
venetian blinds, and Philco television. 

As kids at play, we probably 
couldnt fully appreciate the integrity of 
workmanship vested in the model, but 
it did offer a twist to the traditional 
dollhouse fantasy. Instead of the story- 
book gingerbread house or the High 
Victorian, we had sort of a “this is your 
life” type house. We weren't bothered 
by the fact that it was identical (except 
in scale) to the hundreds of surround- 
ing homes in the eastern Queens, New 
York, neighborhood where we grew up. 
The fact that someone would devote as 
much time and craftsmanship to such a 
project seemed to have as much to do 
with a returning Gl’s family pride in 
first time home ownership (the Ameri- 
can Dream circa 1950) as it did with a 


ReHABITAT 


The Preservation Marketplace !" 


Come explore the exhibitors’ displays P ie 


Plan now to attend the only national 
exposition for all the products, crafts & 
services needed to restore, maintain 
& outfit older homes, sites, historic 
buildings & interiors. 


and partake in the special attractions: 
Steve Thomas, host of This Old House, 
is previewing planned programs; the 
Old-House Journal is the sponsor of 


How-To Workshops for all those eager For detailed information contact: 


to improve their knowledge; NTHP Free Admission ReHABITAT 

Bookstore provides a wide range of Hours: PO Box 3907 

resources & gifts; a special Artisans Thu 10/8 12N-7 PM Tequesta, FL 33469 
Demonstration showcases numerous Fri 10/9 12N-7 PM Tel: 407 743-6728, Fax: 407 575-4542 
crafts and techniques. Sat 10/10 9 AM-5 PM 1-800-YES-NTHP 


OCT. 8,9, 10 °92 MIAMI HYATT REGENCY 


NATIONAL TRUST FOR HISTORIC PRESERVATION 46™ NATIONAL PRESERVATION CONFERENCE & EXPOSITION 
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OUR STANDARD RESPONSE. 


Oa 


The only thing standard about a Marvin window is the number of Send to: Marvin Windows, Warroad, MN 56763. 
options we give you. Virtually any size, shape or style of window is available. Name 
Along with a full range of glazing styles and exterior finishes to make itas Address 
energy-efficient and maintenance-free as you want. In short, enough flexibility City NA 
to turn even a basic window into something truly one-of-a-kind. A Prate 119 

Our colorful, 96-page catalog shows you how to get the window ar 
or door you want, exactly the way you want it. For your free copy, mail the 
coupon or call toll-free: 1-800-346-5128. In Canada, 1-800-263-6161. MARVIN WINDOWS 


6809209A 


Brooklyn grandfather's whimsi- 
cal pastime. 
— JON DEMBER 
Spencer, New York 


ON THE LOOK OUT FOR 
LUSTRONS 
Dear OHJ, 
The recent story that concerned 
the Lustron houses / “Postwar 
Houses,” July /August 1992 OHJ] is 
a pet project of mine. I have 
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Heralded as the wave of the future, prefabricated Lustron houses were 


made of porcelainized steel. 


been working on the complete 


should get into print next year. 


Beauty... charm... 


and the promise 
of long life! 


the old “tin” roof 1 


the traditional 
rooting metal 


The old “tin” roof (actually it’s 
TERNE metal), has been part of 
our history since the early settlers 
brought it to America from Wales. 
It has a charm and appeal that is 
ageless, evidenced by its popular- 
ity both as a reroofing metal and its 
use by many architects and devel- 
opers on modern homes and non- 
residential structures. 

Such historic structures as 
Jackson's Hermitage, Monticello, 
the Smithsonian Institute and 
thousands of homes throughout the 
original 13 colonies, are roofed 
with Terne. In many cases, the 
original roofs are still in service. 

Terne will fit well with your roof- 
ing or reroofing plans...giving 
you a roof with charm and beauty 
unmatched by any other roofing 
material. 
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Lustron story for the past five years and 
have completed a book manuscript that 


One of the important phases of 


the project was to discover and record as 
many of the remaining houses as possi- 
ble. I have found and documented as 
many as 700 of the Lustrons, with the 


Here's a roof that's 
63 years old! 


This house was originally roofed 
with Terne in 1929. Painted several 
times since, the roof remains as 
testimony to the durability of Terne 
and a perfect complement to the 
charm and beauty of the 
residence. 


For more information. Call us toll free 
800-624-6906 


FOLLANSBEE 


FOLLANSBEE STEEL ° FOLLANSBEE, WV 26037 
FAX 304-527-1269 
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vast majority being the common 
o2 model Westchester. The 03 
three bedroom Westchester is 
found in many locations, but is 
not as common as the o2 model. 
And, there are a very few of the 
023 and 033 Newport economy 
models out there, but I have only 
found two, both in Eastern Iowa. 

I welcome your readers 
participation in the search for un- 
recorded Lustron houses. Most 
of the houses on the East Coast 
have not been documented, although a 
very few in Clarks Summit, Allentown, 
and Philadelphia have been found. Here 
is what is needed: the address of the 


Painting Terne 


Terne must be painted imme- 
diately after application, 
according to specifications. 
The first coat is to be Terne 
Cote I primer, followed by a 


finish coat of Terne Cote II. 
Follansbee manufacturers 
Terne Cote and it is available 
in 11 standard colors. It can 
be purchased through your 
local distributor or from 
Follansbee Steel. 


e 
Antique Hardware 
Store 


Solid brass Victorian hinge. 4"x 4" loose pin. 


salai od er m Ory 


White ceramic knob set. 2 ⁄" dia., 2’/s" 
backset. Fits 2 A" predrilled doors. 
Passage set /Privacy set 


Tub mount soap holder 
Bends to fit tub rim. 


One dozen brass shower clips. 


Victorian picture hook Hooks to old fash- 
ioned molding in old homes ana used to hang pictures 
with rope. 


Solid brass water feeds. ('/ " O. D.) 


Solid brass clawfoot tub drain overflow with 
chain and plug. (1 */," dia. pipe) 


Widespread faucet set with "HOT/COLD" 
porcelain cross handles and 1 ⁄ " pop-up drain. 
- (Variable centers) Solid brass 


Charming Colonial Victorian Pedestal Sink 
with fluted base. (8" centers) 25 y," W. x 19 ⁄" D. x 


31%" H. (35% " to top of backsplash) 


OUR MOST POPULAR ITEM at Qo 
The Antique Hardware Store...The Solid Say 
rass Clawfoot tub shower conversion. E 


Call 1-800-422-9982 for our NEW catalogue! 


house, the model type, the basic tile col- 
or, the roof color, any architectural mod- 
ifications, and, if possible, the serial num- 
ber, which is found on an oval plate on 
the back wall of the utility room. A pho- 
tograph of record would be a big help. 
Lustrons were built in northern 
New Jersey, on Long Island, in suburban 
Connecticut, and in upstate New York 
near Buffalo. These are mostly all un- 
known and waiting for the researcher to 
find them. Volunteers can report their 
finds to me at Lustron Research, 545 S. 
Elizabeth Dr., Lombard, IL 60148. 
Hopefully, we can enlarge the list 
of known houses before publication to 
50% of the 2,495 that were built. 
— TOM FETTERS 
Lombard, Ill. 
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FASTEN-ATING 
RECOMMENDATIONS 

Dear OHJ, 

I wish to add two recommendations 
to Gordon Bock’s article on fasteners 
that appeared in the May/June 1992 
issue of OH]. Before buying anchoring 
devices for masonry fastening pro- 
jects, readers should experiment with 
sheet metal screws. After selecting the 
correct size bit and drilling a hole, at- 
tempt to slowly drive the screw into 
the masonry. The ability of the screws 
to “bite” 
mined by the hardness of the mason- 
ry. (This method has worked on con- 
crete block and a variety of different 
bricks.) When the material is too hard 


for this technique, the screws will 


into the material is deter- 


break off. When the masonry can be 
“threaded” with the 


screws, a superior and inexpensive 


successfully 


method of light-to-medium duty fas- 
tening will result. 

One note on expansion devices 
for historic masonry: Do not use 
them. Significant amounts of pressure 
are concentrated within the masonry 
unit. When expansion bolts are em- 
ployed, cracking and spalling are the 
possible consequences. Bolts that uti- 
lize epoxy glue (for example, Hilti 
“restoration” products) rather than 
expansion, are the preferred method of 
attachment for important or historic 
masonry. Thank you for an informa- 
tive publication. 

— KEN MARKUNAS 


Yi ICTORIAN MILLWORK, ARCHITECTURAL 


- TRIM, CARVINGS 


19 th Century Victorian designs re-created 


in solid oak and poplar from the 


world's leading manufacturer. Fretwork gin- 

gerbread and lots more for interior and exte- 

rior use; most complete line available. 

e Unlimited quantities for total design 
freedom. 

e Precision manufactured so that product 
groups are compatible with each other for 
total unity. 

e Save with factory-to-you pricing. 

Send for Catalog. Over 135 full color pictures 

of products and design ideas. $4.50. Free if 

ordered on Company letterhead. 


Post Office Drawer 609, Carlisle, PA. 47013 
Ph: (717) 243-0063 
Fax: (717) 243-6502 Dept. 203 


Office hours: 8 AM to 4 PM, Monday — Friday, EST 
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Quartersawn | 


+di | “We work on site —in banks 
Clapboazd png | hotels, office building anya 
and Building Materials | where thers wood that nasde 


including Wide Pine 
and Hardwood Flooring | 


maintenance. People cai 
take the smell of the 
ishes which means 

had to do a lot of st 


\\\ Quartersawing produces 
\ a vertical grain clapboard. | 
\ e Twists and warps less 


~ \ + Wears more evenly | all. Andit dries so 


WIR ° Bonds paint and stain better | makes my job a loteasien’ 
‘ Also featuring... | Joie Fee w 
< r | vey Finishing Co., 
Olympic Machinecoat™ Dorchester Massachusetts 


Exterior Finish 
for all types of siding. 
Allows priming or finishing 

prior to installation 
: with 10 year warranty: 
A e Crack, Peel and Flake Resistant | 
Ky; e Washable | 
m e Non-Yellowing 
¢ No Chalk Washdown 


Granville Manufacturing | 
Company, Inc. * Est. 1857 


| 
| 
Granville, Vermont 05747 | 
802- 767- -4747 


Bring Back The 1890s 
In The 1990s 


Environmentally Responsible 
Water Based Polyurethane 


Safe & Simple’ 5 


E No toxic vapors W Dries crystal clear 
@ No solvent fumes in 30 minutes 

E Nonflammable W No solvent odor 

E Water based E Easy water cleanup 


For more about the full line of Carver Tripp water based wood finishing 
products, write “Environment, Dept OHJ, Parks Corporation, Somerset, 
MA 02726. 


TIN CEILINGS 


ORIGINAL DESIGNS 
VICTORIAN-ART DECO 
Send $1.00 for Catalog to: 
CHELSEA DECORATIVE METAL CO. 


9603 Moonlight Dr., Dept.0 92 
Houston, Texas 77096 


Questions: 713-721-9200 


2’ X 4’ Sheets For Easy Handling 
Shipped Anywhere 


Custom Manufaéturers of 
Heart-of-Pine Flooring & Architettural Elements 


Competitively Priced / Random Widths and Lengths Up To 25’ / Tongue and Grooved 
Choice of Thickness / Custom Milling / Free Brochure Upon Request 


(804) 574-6531 / P.O. Box 85, Prospect, VA 23960 


THE SPECIALIST IN 150-YEAR-OLD HEART-OF-PINE LUMBER SINCE 1972 
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TRICKS OF THE TRADE 
Dear OH], 


Hooray for Gordon Bock’s piece on 
“Metal Roofs” and John Leeke’s on 
“Half-Round Metal Gutters” in the 
July/August 1992 issue! As a color and 
design consultant for old and new tra- 
ditional buildings, I often fight losing 
battles against asphalt shingle roofs and 
K-style gutters in vinyl or aluminum. 
Armed with these arrows in my quiver, 
TIl win more battles. 

To me, the chief attractions of 
metal roofs and gutters are unlimited 
life, if they are properly maintained, and 
unlimited colors, if they are properly 
primed and painted. One of my color 
design “tricks” is painting half-round 
metal gutters a very dark accent color, 


LETTERS 


such as the deep maroon of Sherwin- 
Williams Rookwood Dark Red or 
greenish black of Rookwood Shutter 
Green. Accenting them transforms 
them into decorative crown mouldings. 
Heighten the illusion with the same 
color on the downspouts because it 
looks silly to “paint them out” with 
body trim colors they traverse. 

— JOHN CROSBY FREEMAN 


Norristown, Penn. 


HURRAH FOR HEATING 
SYSTEMS 
Dear OH], 
Thank you for the recent articles on 
steam and hot water heating systems 
[September / October 1991 and May/ June 
1992 |. They contained good informa- 


tion on what is becoming a dying art. 
The content was good, and Mr. Holo- 
han's presentation clear and concise. 
Mechanical systems can be diffi- 

cult to understand, yet seem to always re- 
quire work during renovation. Please 
continue to present articles such as these. 
— THOMAS LAUPA 


Fort Collins, CO 


YOU SPELL POTATO, WE 
SPELL POTATOE 

Dear OH], 

Certainly the subject of heritage plants 
[“Tough Plants for Tough Times,” July / August 
1992] is a worthy one to cover, but your 
article is fraught with errors in spelling 
and horticultural misinformation. 


In the box listing plants, the pur- 


You Can Save Up to 50% 


On Home Heating Cost 


And never have to buy fuel— 
wood, oil, gas, kerosene— 
ever again. 


Hydro-Sil is a unique heating system that can save you hundreds 
of dollars in home heating costs. 

It can replace your electric heaters and heat pumps. Your oll 
or gas furnace. Your kerosene heaters and woodstoves. 

This is an exclusive direct offer: The Hydro-Sil is not available in stores. 

The Hydro-Sil hydronic heater will give you clean, safe, healthful, and inexpen- 
sive floor-to-ceiling warmth. You can heat your entire house via permanently 
installed 220-volt baseboard models, or you can heat individual rooms with 
completely portable 110-volt units. Each has a bullt-in thermostat for total 
room-by-room control. 

Hydro-Sil hydronic heating works like this: Inside the heater case is a sealed 
copper tube filled with a harmless silicone fluid that will never spill, leak, boil, or 
freeze. It's permanent. You'll never run out. Running through the liquid is a 
hydroelectric element that, when the thermostat is turned on, quickly warms 
the liquid. The silicone liquid with its heat retention qualities continues to heat 
after the electric element shuts off, saving you money. The heat radiating from 
the tube is directed into a gentle convection flow that delivers warm, comfort- 
able heat into the room. It’s just that simple. The principle is the same as hot 
water heating and provides the same comfortable benefits. 

We want to help you beat the rising and crippling cost of heating your home. 
Please read what others are saying about Hydro-Sil and how it helps them. 

Bill M., Professional Engineer: “| saved hundreds of dollars on the installation 
cost compared to heat pump prices, plus | cut my fuel costs by one-half.” 
@rant M., C.P.A.: “We replaced our oil furnace in our office building, and in the 
first year we saved $2,700 in oll and heating costs. This was a 51% saving, plus 
we have no maintenance costs.” 

Bob & Nancy B.: “With the Hydro-Sil heaters, we saved $1,119 in heating costs 
the first year. There is no maintenance to worry about and we can zone every 
room separately for our comfort and convenience.” 
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SEASONAL DISCOUNT AVAILABLE NOW 
SAVE UP TO 42%—PLUS—FREE THERMOSTATS 


LIFETIME WARRANTY UL LISTED 


ORDER TODAY AND SAVE. TWO MODELS TO CHOOSE FROM. 
PORTABLE 110 VOLT-PERMANENT 220 VOLT 


Approx. Area 
Heat 


Your Discount | Quantity 
Price 


4’ Dual Watt 750-1500W 


S.C. & N.C. residents add sales tax 

$15.00 shipping per heater 

Total Amount Credit Card Orders- 

MAIL TO: Toll Free 1-800-627-9276 


HYDRO-SIL NAME 


PO BOX 662 igh ek babe E Ee a ee ee 
8 Ř 
FT. MILL, sc 297 1 5 CHARGE TO: OVISA OMasterCard OCheck OMoney Order 


ACCT. # Exp. Date. 
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ANTIQUE WIDE 
PINE FLOORING 


CUSTOM SHUTTERS 
INTERIOR ¢ EXTERIOR 


Manufactured to your specific requirements 
from the finest premium woods available. 


c American Heritage 
“Shutters, Inc. 


2345 Dunn Ave., Memphis, TN 38114 3 . = 
901/743-2800 * 800/541-1186 ° FAX 901/744-8356 Largest inventory in the Northeast. 


Antique Pine up to 27" wide * Antique Oak up to 20" wide 
Antique Chestnut up to 20” wide 
Heart Long Leaf Yellow Pine 14" wide 


Panelling, doors, wainscotting, antique hand hewn beams, complete 
antique houses and barns available. 


Antique Oak & Chestnut 


For price lists, call 
North Fields Restorations, Rowley, Mass 
(508) 948-2722 


CHADSWORTH 


COLUMNS Largest Selection of Antique American Oak 


1 satel on tcc and Victorian Furniture in New England 


Economical to Luxury Styles ř (> Cees tine 
Delivery to Job Site i A Se, secre wah. 
Competitive Prices : SS í on video tape $25. 

: bd 413-527-1022 


Catalog Requests 1-800-394-5177 
Orders Only 1-800-486-2118 
All Other Inquiries 404-876-5410 


Catalog $3.00 t ? oy [Ú és iii SOUTHAMPTON? 


MEG AND BRUCE CUMMINGS | 


Rt. 10, Southampton, MA 01073 
Thu., Fri., Sat. 10-5; Sun. 12—5 Closed August 
Directions: Exit 3 off Mass Pike (I-90), 
7 miles north on Re. 10 
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ple cone flower is Echinacea purpurea. 
There are many flowers in the Echinacea 
family. You should specify which one 
you mean, so that anyone seeking it can 
find it in catalogs or at the nusery. 
Soapwort is misspelled a zillion times. 


It ts soapwort, not wart. This is true of 


many plants that end in “wort,” includ- 
ing Spiderwort. The Daylily is Hemero- 
callis, not Memerocallis . And you might 
add Lillium after lilies, since daylilies are 
not true lilies, but another family alto- 
gether. This will help the novice garden- 
er/ shopper. 

Now, bachelor buttons are not 
of the Gi 
tons, the pretty blue things, are Centau- 


Gomphrena family! Bachelor but- 


rea cyanus. If you ask for Gomphrena, you 
will end up with white, pink, and ma- 


A classic 


American pattern 
in fine’ . 


hardwoods 
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roon clover-like flowers, much used in 
dried arrangements. Imagine a garden- 
ers surprise when he/she hopes to see 
blue and instead sees pinks and 
whites!! 

Anyway, this subject is widely 
written about in horticultural maga- 
zines, and anyone interested in a period 
garden would do better to do research 
there. (There are several good books on 
the subject, as well.) 

— ALYCE CRESAP 
Germantown, New York 


Yes, the “worts” got misspelled here at 

OHJ, and we neglected to catch them before they 
went to the printer. We passed your botanical 
comments on to the authors for their reaction. 
— THE EDITORS. 


Although the plants we mentioned are 
widely grown, part of what makes them special 
are their common names in each part of the coun- 
try, which provide a “sense of place.” We are hard 
pressed to find more than one species of Echi- 
naceae listed in mail order catalogs. Gom- 
phrena is bachelor buttons everywhere in the 
South; whereas Centaurea is “cornflower” or 
“ragged robin.” We have come up with three refer- 
ences to Gomphrena being called bachelor but- 
tons, which are in The Complete Florist by 
Lea and Blanchard (1847), Perennial Gar- 
den Color by Bill Welch and Gardening for 
Love by Elizabeth Lawrence. 

The purpose of our article wasn’t to be 
scientific, but rather to encourage. Where this is 
more appropriate, we write accor ingl ) 

— FELDER RUSHING AND 
SUSAN HALTOM 


The ceiling bead pattern 
is well over a century old, 
yet it remains a popular 
choice for remodeling 
and, restoration. States 
Industries has repro- 
duced this pattern in 
panel form, reducing the 
cost of material and the 
labor required to install 
it. Hardwood contruc- 
tion throughout main- 
tains the look and texture 
of the original lumber 
product. These panels are 
-~ available in Birch, Oak, 
_ and knot fre’ imported 
Kaudamu, i 
unfinished 
q akid 


4 
pm 


These pane are particularly well süited for use as 
wainscoting. Full wall applications, interior soffits, and 
even ceiling installations, add in- 


states 


INDOS CAES, INE: 


terest and detail to any room. Avail- 
able at building material suppliers 
nationally. For the source nearest 


you call 503-688-7871. 
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NORTHERN REFRIGERATOR 
COMPANY 


SPECIALISTS IN THE REFRIGERATION 
REQUIREMENTS OF YOUR ANTIQUE 
KITCHEN OR PERIOD HOME 


e Manufacturers of premium solid oak 
ice-box Electric Refrigerators 


+ All-refrigerator, and refrigerator-freezer 
combination available 


* Send $3 for descriptive literature 


Northern Refrigerator Company 
21149 Northland Drive 
PO. Box 204 Dept OHJ 
Paris, Michigan 49338 
616-796-8007 


SmartLevel. 
Because the world isn’t 


just level and plumb. 


Traditional bubble 
levels only see the world as 
level and plumb. SmartLevel 
measures everything in between as well, 
displaying all angles in unmistakably 
clear digital numbers. Whether you are 
building a deck stair rail, laying drain 
pipe, extending a porch roof, or just 
hanging a cabinet — SmartLevel lets 
you see your work from all angles. 

Just push the On/Off button and 
SmartLevel delivers decimal-point accu- 
racy on a large, easy-to-read display. 
The numbers even flip over with the 
level so it always reads “right side up.” 
SmartLevel also shuts off automatically 


when not being used. 
SmartLevel stands up to 
job-site abuse, and puts accuracy in 
your hands where it belongs. Even if 
dropped, a 20-second reset recalibrates 
SmartLevel to factory-perfect accuracy. 
You can’t do that with a bubble level. 
There are two versions of 
SmartLevel to choose from. The Series 
200 displays all angles in degrees. The 
more advanced Pro SmartLevel also 
measures in % slope and roof pitch, and 
its removable module locks into a 
variety of rail lengths. SmartLevel. No 
matter which model you choose, you'll 
see a world of difference in your work. 


SMARTLEVEL 
1-800-SMARTLEVEL (762-7853) 


SmartLevel is a registered trademark of Wedge Innovations, Inc. © 1992 Wedge Innovations, Inc. 2040 Fortune Drive, Suite 102 Dept. OHE2, San Jose, CA 95131. 


HANDCRAFTED ELEGANCE 
POTTERY SINKS, BATH ACCESSORIES AND TILE 


These durable stoneware sinks can be used as 
vegetable sinks, bar sinks, or bathroom sinks. 


Hand-painted spongeware, floral and nature designs 
add a charming touch to your home. 
Sink durability and satisfaction guaranteed. 
Custom orders considered. 
Prices start at $120.00. Mastercharge/Visa accepted. 
Send or call for a free color brochure. 


GRANITE LAKE POTTERY, INC. 
RT. 9, MUNSONVILLE, NH. 03457 
1-800-443-9908 
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READING THE OLD HOUSE 
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BY JAMES C. MASSEY AND SHIRLEY MAXWELL 


Dear OHJ: 
I’m sending you new and old 
pictures of my house (built 
in 1907) because I would like 
to know what style or mix of 
styles it is. Is there a Califor- 
nia Mission influence? Prairie 
School? All the first-floor 
windows in front are in three 
pieces and very wide — I’ve 
never seen any like them any- 
where. Does the house “feel” 
Victorian to you at all? The 
original owner was a doctor 
who actually practiced medicine in 
what is now our dining room. 

— Julie Mellum 

Minneapolis, Minn. 


Dua IT COMES TO HOUSE STYLES, 
sometimes it’s as plain as the 


nose on your face— or, we might say, as 
the brackets on eaves. Other times, a 
house may hide a glamorous stylistic 
past behind a remodeled facade. Old 
photos can magically reveal an unsus- 
pected feature — an elaborate Queen 
Anne porch, say, or a Craftsman-style 
porte-cochere — that was consigned to 
history by the dictates of modern taste. 

Here, for example, is a house that 
has fallen victim to the common Amer- 
ican tendency over the past fifty years 
to simplify house designs to conform 
to the taut boxes of the modern era. 
This still-attractive home started life as 
a high-style Mission Revival design and 
its presence in the far north is a testa- 
ment to the strong appeal of the Span- 
ish styles, even in unlikely climates. 
Today the house retains only a few Mis- 
sion features, such as its octagonally 
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Evidence of the original Mission- 


style details (top) remain in this 1907 


house today (above). 


columned porch, bracketed eaves, and 
stucco walls. 

In the early photograph, though, 
we see the characteristic fancifully 
shaped gables that have an extra upward 
curve at the corners and are echoed by 
smaller gables at the sides of the front 
porch, In a Mission-style context, the 
overhanging eaves that remain on the 
dormer and the main house begin to 
make sense. The tall chimney in the 
old photo, with its gabled and arched 
peak, reminds us of a Spanish bell tow- 


er in miniature, right down to its typ- 
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ical covering of barrel tiles. 
The barrel tile on the ridges 
might indicate that the entire 
roof was covered in flat tiles. 

Of special interest are 
the porch’s splendid column 
capitals — now lost — which 
seem to spring from the Prairie 
School (a strong influence in 
the area at this time) rather 
than from a Spanish back- 
ground. The double side doors 
with their overhanging pergo- 
la also give a feeling of Prairie 
School or Craftsman. They are a help- 
ful reminder that few houses are stylis- 
tically pure. Since the side door is fea- 
tured, did it lead to the doctor's office? 

The round-arch windows are 
typical of Mission Revival, although 
they are also seen in other styles. The 
now-unusual sash pattern of eight 
panes over one was popular when the 
house was built, and the three-part win- 
dow arrangement goes back to the 18th 
century and beyond. As nearly as we 
can tell, the house has preserved its 
original wooden sash. The original 
photograph suggests that the stucco 
was finished in a darkish color (prob- 
ably an earth tone) rather than the light 
color used on the house in the later 
photograph. 

All in all, the house represents a 
clear break from Victorian architectural 
traditions. Because of the care and taste 
with which the remodeling was handled, 
it is still a handsome, well-composed 
house. But without the aid of the old 
photograph, you would have to look 
very hard indeed to guess its origins 


beyond a vague turn-of-the-century air. 
} 


CIRCULAR WORK 
inCARPENTRYand 
JOINERY 


NEW 
H . from 
“eee” Linden 
Publishing 


CIRCULAR WORK IN 
CARPENTRY AND JOINERY 


A grand survey of circular work of both single and 
double curvature. Reproduced with the unaltered 
original text and 240 new illustrations. 
Completely annotated for today’s craftsman. The 
re-publication of this 1911 classic will provide 
restorationists, architects, joiners, master 
carpenters, and preservationists with infor- 
mation that is virtually unavailable elsewhere. 
Includes windows, doors, sash work, mouldings, 
elliptical heads, bull’s-eye frames, circular hip 
rafters, octagonal roofs, ogee roofs, linings, and 
much more. This book is certain to be invaluable 
to anyone involved with complex joinery. Approx. 
120 pp. Hardcover. Rush $28.95 or call toll free 
USA & Canada, 1-800-345-4447. Visa and 
Mastercard accepted. 

Also available: 

A TREATISE ON STAIRBUILDING 

AND HANDRAILING. 390 pp. Paper. $24.95. 


LINDEN PUBLISHING 
3845 N. Blackstone * Fresno, CA 93726 


Quartersawn 
Clapboard 


Authentically Produced 
Early American Clapboards 


Over 100 years of continuous operation by the 
Ward family. Quartersawing produces a verti- 
cal grain which eliminates warping and ac- 
cepts paint and stain easily for extended life 
and beauty. Spruce and pine. Widths from 4- 
1/2" to 6-1/2". Pre-staining available. 


Ward Clapboard Mill 
P.O. Box 1030 
Waitsfield, VT 05673 
Moretown, Vermont 
(802) 496-3581 


Patten, Maine 
(207) 528-2933 


Manual 
Dumbwaiters 


COMMERCIAL e RESIDENTIAL 


AN APPLICATION FOR EVERYONE 
@ RESIDENTIAL 
Use the SILENT SERVANT to; 


Carry laundry, firewood 
groceries, prepared food, etc 


FEATURE-PACKED DESIGN 


Fully Automatic Brake 

Engineered Aluminum Guide Rails 
Precision Molded Bearing 

Quality Guide Shoes 

Simplistic Design 

Time-saving Installation Features 
Energy Saving 


SILENT SERVANT™ 


DUMBWAITERS COMMERICAL 
Restaurants, schools, banks, 
office buildings, warehouses 


165 Cascade Court, Dept. OHJ 


CALL FOR THE DEALER NEAREST YOU 


800-232-2177 |ulitttifecrume me. Pese cA sis 


The Fireview Soapstone Stove, pictured here, is our most popular model! 


Soapstone is nature’s most beautiful, 
durable, and efficient stove material. It 
radiates gentle, even and soul-satisfying 
warmth. Since first patented in 1797 
soapstone stoves have been 

treasured family heirlooms 

in New England. | 


Each stove is crafted with N 
detailed iron castings and hand polished! a a E TE, 
stone. Variations in grain and color City/State/Zip | 
assure that each stove is unique. [Phone (daytime) ( ) | 
Woodstock Soapstone Stoves | Phone (evening)(  ) | 


offer both traditional and contemporary 

i : : | WOODSTOCK SOAPSTONE CO., INC. 
styling, and the latest in clean-burning Airpark Rd., Box 37H/150, W. Lebanon, NH 03784 | 
technology. An internal catalytic com- | Phone (603) 298-5955 * Mon-Sat, 9 am - 5 pm | 


bustor boosts heat output and virtually 
re 1-800-866-4344 


eliminates pollutants. 


Our financing plan makes it easy to own 
a Woodstock Soapstone Stove, with no down 
payment and low monthly terms. Mail the 
coupon below to find out more, or call the 
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Night-Scented Plants 


MOONLIT PORCH MAKES THE 

perfect setting for spring- 

and summer-blooming 

plants that are most fra- 

grant between dusk and dawn. The 
majority are easily cultivated as pot 
plants or foundation plantings, and 
though some are plain — even mud- 
dy — in their coloring, their bouquet 
more than makes up for their lack of 
good looks. As cut flowers they can 
fill the house with their heady aroma. 
Night-scented stock (Matthiola 
longipetala) is one of the many “gilliflow- 
ers” (with a g like gem), a name derived 
from the French for July when they 


Evening primrose, a longtime garden bed favorite. 
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are in bloom. During the day stocks 
smell of cabbage but this is overrid- 
den in the evening by the spicy per- 
fume of clove. The flowers are tall, 
slender, and inconspicuous with a 
dusty purple or muddy lilac color and 
go well with more attractive bloomers. 
As evening approaches the flowers 
unfold and their perfume becomes 
noticeable. Because of their scent, night 
scented stock is favored for cutting, 
but the fleshy stems have a tendency 
to ooze if the water isn’t changed every 
other day. 

Hesperis matronalis is an old 
cottage garden plant whose colors 
range from white to tints of pink, lilac, 
and purple. Hesperis is also called 
sweet rocket, dame’s violet, or vespers 
flowers because its scent, a mix of 
clover and violet, is sweeter toward 
evening. Singles have been grown in 
England since the mid-16th century, 
and A.J. Downing recommended the 
double white rocket for American gar- 
dens in the 1873 edition of Cottage Res- 
idences. Very fragrant and excellent for 
cutting, it was much prized as a pot 
plant in the 18th and 19th centuries 
and is an excellent choice for the sum- 
mer porch. They make very pretty cut 
flowers and singles do well in a wild 
garden, being easily naturalized. 

Reseda odorata or common 
mignonette is a native of Egypt and 
delightfully fragrant at night. Ancient 
Egyptians placed the flower in tombs, 
but it was not introduced as a garden 
flower until the mid-18th century, trav- 
eling from Paris to London (as did 
many flowers). Napoleon's Empress 
Josephine was infatuated with reseda 
and started a trend by growing them in 
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Nicotiana flowers can be bright red, 


pink, or mauve, 


decorative pots on balconies. By 1829 
the flower was so popular in London 
one writer said “whole streets were 
almost oppressive with the odor.” In 
Victorian houses its only rival was the 
sweet pea. Reseda is most fragrant at 
night, and as a cut flower works well 
with plants that have scanty foliage, 
such as carnations. It is more difficult 
to grow in pots than in beds. 
Nicotiana alata, a handsome 
night-scented flower originally from 
tropical America, is well-adapted to 
pot or tub culture. Often called the 
jasmine tobacco, some consider the 
scent to be closer to honey or lily. 
Shades run from pink, lilac and laven- 
der to a flaming tobacco red. Nico- 
tiana makes a very good cut flower, 


Authentic Colonial 
Woodworking 


Sea 
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| 
/ 
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Windows, Doors and Entryways 
Old Glass, Moldings 
Raised Panel Walls 


Please send $2 for brochure. 


Maurer & Shepherd 


opners Ine. 


122 Naubuc Avenue 
Glastonbury, CT 06033 
(203) 633-2383 


RADIANTPANEL: 


HOT WATER BASEBOARD HEATING 


RADIANTPANEL has advanced the concept of hot water baseboard heat 
with its low-profile (1” x 5%”) radiant heating panels. With the 
RADIANTPANEL system you are assured of unsurpassed comfort, style and 
energy efficiency. It’s ease of installation makes RADIANTPANEL the perfect 
choice for remodeling or new construction. (516) 286-0900 « FAX (516) 286-0947 


ALELPAPERS 


e Handprinted Borders, Friezes, Ceiling Papers 
& Coordinated Wall Fills. 


+ Available Directly from our Studio 
by Mail Order. 
e In-house Design Service. 
* Color Catalog with Binder: $10.00 


BRADBURY & BRADBURY 
ART WALLPAPERS 
P.O. BOX 155-C + BENICIA, CA. 94510 
(707) 746-1900 


For more information, please 
contact: 


TECHN © Bers YY, PINE Ce. 
11A Farber Dr., Bellport, N.Y. 11713 
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but has a tendency to draw back if 
placed in bright light. 

White petunia, both single 
and double, is an annual whose fra- 
grance is reminiscent of nicotiana. 
Introduced to England from Brazil 
in 1823, it is a frequently-mentioned 
inhabitant of historic gardens. White 
petunia is simple to grow and works 
well in hanging baskets. 

Evening primrose (O. odorata) 
is an easily cultivated summer flow- 
er. In The English Flower Garden (1883), 
William Robinson found this North 
American plant one of the most inter- 
esting plants calling it “moon flower” 
not only because it bloomed toward 
bedtime but due to its resemblance to 
the moon. Evening primrose gives off 
a perfume of lemon and jasmine. 

Grow night-scented plants in 


Night-scented plants make ideal porch plantings 


and hangings to be enjoyed as evening falls 


pots on the porch or plant them near 
a window so the perfume will drift 


in on a warm evening. You may not 


be able to see them, but in the future 
their scents will stir and enhance the 
memories of late spring and sum- 


mer nights. 


SUPPLIERS 


DeGiorgi Seed Co. 

6ou N Street, Dept. OHJ 
Omaha, NE 68117 

(402) 731-3901 

Seeds only; old-fashioned catalog $2.00. 


Milaeger’s Gardens 

4838 Douglas Ave., Dept. OHJ 
Racine, WI 53402-24098 

(414) 639-2371 

Hesperis, evening primrose plants; perennial 
catalog $1.00. 

Seeds Blum 

Idaho City Stage, Dept OHJ 
Boise, ID 83706 

(208) 342-0858 

Seeds only; catalog $2.00. 


3 eh 


...all the stuff you need to make 
the project a joy to behold. 


Planning a remodeling project? Discover how renting can help 


A 


you save money and get the job done faster. With thousands 
of items and expert advice. Look for the A.R.A. trademark in 
your yellow pages under Rental Service Stores and Yards. 


BA american rental association 
® 


Moline, Illinois 61265 
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REPLACE 


ROTTED SASH 
Any style, any size. 
Wood storms and 


screens, too. Costs 

less than you think. 
Fast turnaround. Insulated glass 
available. Send $2 for literature. 


Midwest aa 
Wood Products 


is now 


1051 South Rolff Street * Davenport, lows 52802 
(319) 323-4757 Fax (319) 323-1483 


1051 S. Rolff St. 
Davenport, IA 52802 
319/323-4757 
FAX 319/323-1483 


ONE GLASS STANDS THE CHALLENGE 
OF PRESERVING HISTORY WHILE 


CONSERVING ENERGY. 


cant energy performance improvements in a 
variety of storm window and door applications. 
LOF Energy Advantage Low-E Glass: 
© Can be used in single-glazed or 
insulating glass windows. 
Provides increased performance when 
replacing existing storm units. 
May be tempered for safety glazing 
applications. 
Is color neutral. 
Minimizes condensation and increases 
room-side temperatures. 
Reduces ultraviolet transmission to lessen 
fading of furniture, drapes and carpeting. 
Cleans easily 
Requires no special handling or fabrication 
techniques. 


Find out more. Write: Frank Mitro, 
LOF, P.O. Box 799, Toledo, OH 43695. 


Libbey 
Owens 
Ford 


Amember of the Pilkington Group 


ENERGY. 
ADVANTAGE 


LOW-E GLASS 


A SOURCE OF 
FREE ENERGY. 


©1991 Libbey-Owens-Ford Co 


ASK OHJ 


STAYING TRIM 


I'M A CARPENTER WORKING ON 

a house in Newark, New Jersey, 

that was built around 1889. 

During the project I discovered that 

the trim around the doors and win- 

dows were mitered in an unusual way. 

Around the perimeters, a smaller run of 

trim was mitered and nailed in the con- 

ventional manner to cover the 

unmitered portions of the 1 x 5 casing. 

Can you explain why, when, and where 
this practice was used? 

—JOHN ARMENTI 

Iselin, NJ 


One variation of a 
rabbeted miter joint, 
covered here with a 


backband. 


IN ITS MOST SIMPLE FORM, INTE- 

(Nee rior trim around doors, win- 
dow, and other openings is 
usually installed with either a miter 
joint (where the trim pieces meet at 45 
degrees) or a butt joint (where they 


meet at go degrees). In good quality 
work, miter joints made with a single 


strip of wood are splined (using a thin 
piece of hardwood inserted in a groove 
cut perpendicular to the miter) to pre- 
vent the joint from opening up as it 
shrinks and settles. However, this is 
not practical for trim built up from 
two or more strips of wood, so the 
customary procedure is to install the 


flat portion of the trim with a butt 
joint (which is less likely to show 
movement) and the moulded 
portions (which are usual- 
ly much smaller) with 
miter joints. The cas- 
ing-and-backband 
trim you are work- 
ing on is such a 
job, but here the 
original carpenter 
used a hybrid of 
both methods — 
a not-uncommon 
technique intended 
to combine the looks 
of a true miter with 
the stability of a butt 
joint. 


REFRIGERATOR RESOURCE 


DO YOU HAVE A SOURCE FOR 
vintage refrigerators, the type 


with the motor on top? 
—THOMAS CAPERTON 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 


THE CLASSIC COMPRESSOR-ON- 
fave cop refrigerators you are inter- 
ested in were produced from 
the late 1920s through much of the ‘30s 
by several manufacturers and are get- 
ting hard to find today. Sometimes 
called “monitor top” refrigerators, they 
were designed so that the entire cooling 
system was a unit and could be lifted 
off the insulated cabinet for shipping 
— which is still the best way to move 
one. When shopping for these appli- 
ances, only consider a “sealed system” 
machine that you see running. While 
some small parts such as door gaskets 
are still available, the early compressors 
use a different, more toxic gas (usually 
sulphur dioxide or ammonia) than 
modern refrigerators, which makes 
recharging basically out of the ques- 
tion. Working refrigerators, however, 
are reliable and suprisingly efficient. 


Ha 


Manufacturers of top-compressor 
refrigerators included Westinghouse and 
General Electric, whose Monitor Top 
model appeared in this 1934 ad. 


The folks at Johnny's 
Appliances & Clas- 
sic Ranges (P.O. 
Box 1407, Dept. 
OH], 
Calif; 707/996- 


Sonoma, 


9730) tell us that 
$500 to $600 is an 
average price, but 
these refrigerators 
are very popular in 
some areas and mint 
condition examples may 
command much more. Keep 
an eye on the newspaper classi- 
fieds and check all your local used appli- 
ance dealers. 


BEE-VICTION 

I'VE RECENTLY PURCHASED THE 
Federal-style plantation home 
of my Great-Great-Great- 
Grandfather, built circa 1820 and locat- 
ed in Halifax County, Virginia. The 
house has been unoccupied for some 
years. Historic architects have advised 
me that the house is replete with orig- 
inal woodwork and they urge me to 
rehabilitate it, which I hope to do over 
the next decade. An immediate prob- 
lem are the swarms of bees who have 
made hives behind damaged clapboards 
and other parts of the exterior. What 
is the best way to evict them without 

damaging the house? 
—LESTER C. WELCH 


Gaithersburg, Maryland 


IT SOUNDS LIKE YOU WILL NEED 

item 2 local licensed pest control 
expert to rid your house of 

your insect guests. Professional removal 
of wasps, yellowjackets, and hornets is 
relatively simple and can be accom- 


po atl hg | 
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Rather than show you all the machines we manufacture, 
we thought youd like to see the finished projects. 


In rebuilding or restoring you must be able 
to CUSTOMIZE your work — and we can help. 


38” Drum Sander Straight or Curved Molders 
Mitre Folding Machine PanelMaster Cabinet Door Machine 
Custom Molding Knives Rosette Cutters 

and much more... 


QUALITY EQUIPMENT FOR SMALL TO MEDIUM SHOPS 


mi ndustries, 


7 1801 Vine St., P.O. Box 369 Harrisonville, MO 64701-USA 
t mareo S 1-800-487-2623 


plished without damage to the house. 
However, honeybees — which are a 
nationally protected species — will 
have to be removed and relocated alive, 
typically using a device similar to a vac- 
uum cleaner. Furthermore, the house 
will have to be opened up at strategic 
spots in order to ensure complete 
removal of the hive. If the comb and 
honey are left behind, they can draw 
more pests such as carpenter ants or 
cause wood decay as these materials 
melt and deteriorate. Even a small hive 
can weigh pounds and one that has 
been established for seasons may be as 
large as a bathtub. Evicting the bees 
promptly is extremely important 
because the comb will continue to grow 
through October, with the queen bee 
capable of laying between 1,000 and 
2,000 eggs per day. 


ASK OH] 


Doorstop or drape knob? 


WANDERING KNOB 


WE LIVE IN A VICTORIAN HOME 

built sometime in the 1890s. 

Nobody can identify this piece 

that screws into the wall above the floor 

board (it doesn't connect to anything). 

Some say it is a doorstop; others say it is 
a damper. Do you know what it is? 

— SUE & GORDON CONRAD 


Ionia, Mich. 


JUDGING BY THE SIZE AND THE 
JA decorative face, your mystery 
hardware might be a drapery 
knob, probably one of a pair that were 
once at either side of a window. Drapery 
knobs are discs of metal or glass that are 
screwed into the wood trim somewhere 
below the midpoint of the window. They 
serve as anchors for drapes and curtains 
(or their holdback cords) so that the win- 
dow dressing can be gathered back in an 
attractive swag. Drapery knobs were also 
handy for partieres, but it is unlikely yours 


was used as intended on a baseboard. 


General-interest questions will be an- 
swered in print. The Editors can’t promise 
to respond to all questions personally, but 
we try. Send your questions to: Questions 
Editor, Old-House Journal, 2 Main Street, 
Gloucester, MA 01930. 


COOK'S 
DG LUCHET 


By Elmira Stove Works 


Please send me more information 
on Elmira’s complete line of 44" 
(shown) and 30" self-cleaning gas 
and electric ranges. 


Name: 
Address: 


Ph: 


g Complete information package 
(package includes large color 
photo, 22 pg. owner's manual, full 
color brochure, ordering informa- 
tion). Cost $5.00 


J information package plus three 
enamel-on-steel color swatches. 
Cost $10.00 


Please enclose cash, check or money 
order payable to Elmira Stove Works. 


Elmira Stove Works, 22 Church St. West, Elmira, Ontario N3B 1M3 
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off on first order! 


ANTIQUE PLUMBING AND 
LIGHTING SUPPLIES FOR 
THE ENTIRE HOME 


Mac The Antique Plumber carries the best and 
largest selection of antique plumbing supplies in 
the world . . . and other places too! Our NEW 
(1992/1993) catalog features 70 pages of plumbing 
supplies including leg tubs, shower enclosures, 
high and low tank toilets (including our new 
pillbox toilet), pedestal sinks, and a variety of 
bathroom parts and accessories; 13 pages of lighting 
fixtures and shades; and 14 pages of house hard- 
ware. In all, 2,000 different products are featured 
in our 96-page full-color catalog. 

Forget the rest, we're the best 
We will match or beat any advertised price, guaranteed 


MAC“ANTIQUE PLUMBER” 


885 57th St., Dept. OHJSO, Sacramento, CA 95819 
(916) 454-4507 
Catalog $6 (Refundable on first order) 


Something old ... 
Something new ... 
from Vande Hey-Raleigh. 


VANDE HEY 


1665 Bohm Drive 


În response to 
customer demand, the 
cold weather tile ex- 
perts have developed 
a startling new archi- 
tectural roof tile guar- 
anteed to perform as 
admirably now as it 
has since its introduc- 
tion many years ago. 


The new STAGGERED 
roof tile perfected by 
us is a replication of a 
tile used way back 
when . . . only much 
better because of our 
unique manufacturing 
and installation pro- 
cedures. 


The STAGGERED roof 
tile is available in our 
shake, slate or brush 
tile series in any of 20 


standard colors or custom colors to match ANY 
REQUEST ...no matter the age of the tile. 


Our roof tiles are like NO other. NO maintenance. NO 
growth. NO creatures or bugs can live on/among 


A them. And NO fire. Ever. Concrete can’t burn. 
= The mid-west’s tough weather is easily tamed by 
a our tiles. No worries — ever — about freeze/thaw 


cycles. And, only our roofs complete any building 
statement. We are perfection. 


Call or write for free catalogs and installation manuals. 


RALEIGH 


Little Chute, WI 54140 


414-766-1181 


GOOD BOOKS 


LANDSCAPING 
WITH ANTIQUE ROSES 


by Liz Druitt and G. Michael Shoup 
Pub.: The Taunton Press, 63 S. Main St., 
Box 5506, Newtown, CT 06470; (800) 
888-8286; 1992, 227 pages (in color). 
$38.95 ppd, hardcover. 


IKE SOME OLD HOUSES, OLD GAR- 
b den Roses have had to weather 
tough times while the interest of gar- 
deners centered on those young up- 
starts from the late-19th century, the 
Hybrid Teas. All but forgotten in a 
corner of grandma’s garden, these an- 
tique varieties, which existed prior to 
1867, have been recently rediscovered, 
collected, and identified by antique 
rose enthusiasts. If you are considering 
including old roses in your garden, 
Landscaping With Antique Roses 1s a com- 
prehensive how-to guide that will make 


your choice in plantings a success. 


Particularly well-organized for 
beginners, the book covers the care 
and propagation of old roses, but the 
most valuable information is in the 
rose-use reference chart for 80 differ- 
ent species. The chart is a compila- 
tion of the ideal climate zones for 
growing each Old Garden Rose, and 
lists their genetic characteristics, such 


as size range, width range, fragrance, 


color, frequency of bloom, and time 
of bloom. Useful for selecting the ap- 
propriate variety for your garden, this 
advice is sure to be an asset for the 
novice gardener. 

Authors Liz Druitt 
and Michael Shoup, who 
started the Antique 
Rose Emporium, have HIS 
put together a handy 
guide for those who 
want to cultivate an en- 
tire old-rose garden or 
just include one plant as 
a focal point. This well- 
illustrated book with its 
practical advice is sure 
to bring Old Garden 
Roses out of the shade and into the 
sunlight where they belong. 

— Lynn Elliott 


MECHANICAL AND 
ELECTRICAL SYSTEMS FOR 
HISTORIC BUILDINGS 


by Gersil Newmark Kay 
Pub: McGraw-Hill Publishing Company, 
11 West 19th St., New York, NY 10011; 
(800) 2-McGRAW; 289 pages with black- 
and-white photos and drawings. $49.50 plus 
$4.50 shipping, hardcover. 


NE OF THE TOUCHIEST BALANCING 
O acts in restoration is retro- 
fitting a historic building with the 
heating, plumbing, air-conditioning, 
lighting, and electrical systems that 
are standard for contemporary living. 
The trick is to add pipes, wires, and 
fixtures without upsetting the exist- 
ing structure (how to run new lines 
in old walls is a classic issue) or up- 
staging decorative features. Not sur- 
prisingly, system upgrades can flop 
dramatically if not installed with ar- 
chitectural sensitivity. 

Little help has been the lack of 
practical literature available on the do’s 


and don'ts of planning and executing 


ORC 


BUILDINGS 


such projects, and this is the gap Me- 
chanical & Electrical Systems for Historic 
Buildings goes a long way in filling. Ger- 
sil Kay first explains what one should 
know before working on a pre-1940 
building — not only 
fine points in architec- 
ture and construction, 
but what to watch for in 
contract documents — 
and then moves on to 
look at each technology, 
chapter-by-chapter. 
Mrs. Kay's approach is 
to identify by sections 
all the top concerns for 
a specific service (Scaf- 
folding, for instance, or 
Codes), and then offer successful and 
less-than-successful solutions through 
quick, anecdotal case histories and 
photographs. The information is pre- 
sented in a textbooklike outline form, 
yet the writing is informal and often 
refreshingly frank. 

While most of the installa- 
tions and examples highlighted here 
are from large commercial and public 
buildings, houses are included. It is 
also worth noting that this book is 
written with construction planners 
and supervisors in mind; useful 
hands-on techniques and tips for do- 
ing the work are a part of most chap- 
ters, but the emphasis is on contracts 
and managing the job. A wealth of il- 
lustrations accompany the text 
(though some photos look hurried 
and there are over 100 uninterrupted 
pages of period HVAC drawings) 
and helpful checklists appear as ap- 
pendices. Organizing and presenting 
new ideas about appropriate service 
installations in older building is a 
challenging — but overdue — sub- 
ject, and this book is an admirable 
and valuable performance in an oth- 
erwise empty arena. 


— Gordon Bock 
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VENTINOX Liners 
Save Chimneys! Spotless Bathrooms 


..and provide safe, reliable : 
venting for gas, oil and wood. with 


e Restores deteriorated 
chimneys R = 
e Preserves aesthetic 


appearance 


e Protects against 
harmful flue gases 


X ° Improves chimney 
performance 


Complete lining 
systems for all 
types of heating 
appliances & 
fireplaces. 


Call today for 
zz: a FREE information! 
518-463-7284 


YS emt 


ProTech Systems, Inc. 
26 Gansevoort St., Albany, NY 12202 


Leaders In Chimney Technology 


Antique Bathtubs Keeps your bathroom ceiling and walls 
and Pedestal Basins looking like new and free from unsightly mildew 


spots for five full years — 


———— A special paint for a bathroom's special needs. 
i mss There's no other paint like it: 

e Mildew-proof ° Blister-proof 

e Water-base, low odor, fast-dry 

e Washable, low-lustre finish 


e Self-priming, tintable ZINSSER(e 
e Replaces oil-based paints rs ag 
Available at most paint, an RPM) company 


hardware or home centers. 


Authentic, turn-of-the-century bath- Wm. Zinsser & Co., Inc., 39 Belmont Drive, Somerset, NJ 08875 (908) 469-4367 
tubs and pedestal basins. 


Brass, copper or chrome plated feet 


and accesories available. Elegance You Can Afford 
FOR OVER HALF A CENTURY 


Classic bathroom fixtures custom 


finished in colors of your choice. DIRECT FROM KING'S, 
Shipments made anywhere in U.S. THE DESIGNERS AND MAKERS. 
$35 for 100 pg. illustrated catalog (‘st class 
Satisfaction guaranteed. mail) of our ALL-crystal chandeliers; our genuine 
SWAROVSKY STRASS; our handsome, hand- 
D u raG laze polished brass and crystal wired Victorian gas 
2875 Brons ford Avemiè reproductions. Satisfaction guaranteed. 
Nashville, Tennessee 37204 KING’S CHANDELIER COMPANY 


615-298-1787 


PO Box 667 Dept OHJ-992 Eden NC 27288 
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wre your home is on the Historical 
Register, or still on the drawing board, 
Oregon Wooden Screen Door Company has a 
variety of screen doors and energy-efficient 
storm doors suited to you. 

Designéd for interior as well as exterior use, 
each door component is constructed using the 
finest materials and joined with wooden pegs 
and glue (no nails). 


yl 


eathered windowsills, 
rusty gutters, rotten fascia 
boards, worn-out flashings, 
crumbling chimneys, cracked 
foundations, leaky basements, 
weathered siding, 
popping nail 
heads, cracking 
stucco, crumbly 
copings, splitting 
concrete, brittle shingles, 
leaking roofs, rotten decking, 
worn-out doors, weathered 


porches, posts and pillars... 
with 


TUFF: KOTE and 
TUFFGLASS FABRIC 


For complete information and styles available, send 

$3 (refundable with Purchase) for our catalogue. Oia, 
Oregon Wooden Screen Door Company Wooden Screen Boor 
Dept. OHJ 330 High St. Eugene, OR 97401 UEC en Ae 


SERVING THE BUILDING INDUSTRY SINCE 1929 


dominerend & tasideritial 
dumbwaiters 


VINCENT WHITNEY ComPANY 


MANUFACTURERS ° SASH HARDWARE * DUMBWAITERS 


a 


= 


à 


i 


7, 


N 


60 Liberty Ship Way/P.O. Box 335 
Sausalito, CA 94966/(415) 332-3260 
(800) 332-3286 FAX (415) 332-0816 


Tuff-kote's unique waterproof 
patching system seals and 

weatherproofs your old house! 
Stays flexible! Lasts for years. 


For BIG roof jobs, use 


Roof-kote! Roof-kote seals 
& waterproofs your roofs in 


Presenting the world’ finest stove... 
the legendary AGA. 


1 coat! Easy to apply! 
Withstands ponding water. 
Outlasts other roof coatings. 
TUFF-KOTE CO., INC. 
Wherever paint is sold...or call 
mE 1-800-827-2056 
cad 
Quality Home Repair Products 


JSor Over 40 Years 
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For nearly half a century, discerning chefs in 
Europe and Great Britain have proclaimed the 
AGA remarkably simple, yet more rewarding 
than any stove in the world. The AGA makes 
multi-course cooking a breeze, and actually 
perfects the flavors and textures of everything 


you cook. And because it’s custom assembled 
in your home in a choice of seven enameled 
colors, the AGA enhances any kitchen decor 
and turns your cooking chores into pure plea- 
sure. Find out more about the incredible AGA, 
simply the world’s finest way to cook. 


[Please send me your 16-page color brochure. $2 enclosed 


Name ____ 


Address 


AGA Cookers, Dept. OH92, 17 Towne Farm Lane, Stowe, VT 05672, 802-253-9727 
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Panstaking attention to every detail 


This was.a-qualty prized in the fine Victorian chandeliers and wall sconces created long ago, 
Today, authentic reproductions by Victorian Lighting Works, Ine., recapture all that 
cherished beauty—at an fiondable costio you. 


Ve welcome theropportunity to 
create unite cistom desiens 
mace to your exac Specifications, 
ds well as classiedavorites, 


Send $5 for our full color catalog, (refundable with onder) 


251 s. pennsylvania avenue 
po box 469, centre hall, pa 16628 


“Old-fashioned” materials thal still work 
BY J. RANDALL COTTON 


ITCHENS ARE AT THE CENTER OF AN OLD-HOUSE 
quandary. Modern cabinetry and appliances 
are undeniably efficient and low-maintenance, 
but to restoration purists, a sleek, modern 
kitchen can stick out like high-tech sneakers 

under an old-fashioned gown. With kitchen countertops, the 
dilemma becomes even more acute. Today's plastic laminates 
and solid acrylics are very durable and come in a wide range of 
colors and patterns. Yet they lack the look and feel of such tra- 
ditional countertop materials as wood, soapstone, or enameled 
steel. 

But let's face it. Traditional countertop materials — and 
there was an incredible variety of them — have been superseded 
by their modern counterparts for good reasons. They can be 
maintenance headaches when they stain, chip, or scratch, and 
vintage materials can be more expensive to fabricate and install 
than modern materials. Then why 
consider traditional materials for 
today’s countertops? Well, some 
— granite or stainless steel, for 
example — are as durable and 
practical as today’s synthetics; many 
others are perfectly serviceable if 
given a little care and simple, rou- 
tine maintenance. As for cost, yes, 
traditional materials can be expen- 
sive, but the price range is still com- 
parable to top-quality modern 
options such as Corian®. 

In the final analysis, it comes 
down to this: old-house lovers are 
romantics, wooed by aesthetics and 
nostalgia as much as practicality. 
So if you fit this description, con- 


sider the alternatives for counters before renovating with a slab 
of off-the-shelf plastic laminate from your local home-improve- 
ment center. 


COUNTER CULTURE 

FROM THE LATE 19TH CENTURY TO THE 1950S (WHEN SYNTHETICS 
started to become nearly ubiquitous) the “modern” kitchen 
was constantly evolving and manufacturers and designers exper- 
imented with a wide array of countertop types. In 1917 Country 
Life magazine advised its readers that “the material used on | coun- 
tertops | may be hard maple or vitralite, porcelain or Monel, or 
a combination of wood for general use, and porcelain for pas- 
try.’ Obviously there was no consensus. Some materials were 
briefly popular, but ultimately fell into disfavor. Linoleum, for 
example, was inexpensive, easily installed, and colorful, yet proved 
to be too vulnerable to moisture and normal daily use. Other 
materials stood the test of time 
(stainless steel, granite, maple 
butcher block among them) and 
remain viable options today. 

Even if youre not willing to 
invest in authentic “old-fashioned” 
countertops as part of a kitchen 
renovation, most manufacturers 
of modern plastic laminates and 
solid acrylics offer designs that 
imitate the look of natural mate- 
rials like marble, granite, slate, and 
wood, or are back in production 
with “retro” patterns from the 


Wide hardwood boards make 
viable counters for limited, 
dry areas. 
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recent past. Be aware, though, that the best imitations of old- 
er counter materials will still look anachronistic in an older 
kitchen if the detailing is wrong. To help, we've cooked up the 
following run-down of materials traditionally used for early 
countertops, how they were detailed, what can be bought today, 
and what care they need. 


METAL 
METAL KITCHEN COUNTERTOPS CAN BE TRACED TO THE USE OF 
sheet metal in dry sinks. Initially free-standing wooden cases 
for preparing food and washing utensils, dry sinks evolved into 
fixed-in-place base units with 
recessed tops lined with copper, 
zinc, or galvanized iron sheets for 
waterproofing. Another kitchen 
counter ancestor, the cupboard, 
grew over time into built-in pantries 
or their cousins, Hoosier cabinets, 
both of which often featured inte- 
gral enameled-metal work surfaces. 


A "marine edge" in 
From here, it was a short evolu- cross section. 
tionary step to the now-common 
combination of base-unit and wall-hung cabinets — which in 
early versions retained the enameled-metal countertops. 

By and large, early metal counters employed the same 
sheets of zinc, tin, nickel, or galvanized iron used for architec- 
tural flashing and metal cornices, but by the 2oth century, these 


materials were replaced by a new generation of alloys. Monel, an 


Illustration by Robert J. Leanna 
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Enameled metal countertops, once common on 
pantries and free-standing cabinets, were also used for 
primary work surfaces as in this large 1931 kitchen. 


alloy of /s copper and 7 nickel, was heavily promoted during the 
‘30s. Magazine ads advised homemakers to “Monel-ize” their 
kitchens, promising that “the play of light over these shining 
surfaces makes hours in the kitchen pass cheerfully — and quick- 
ly,” and that “Monel is good for your nerves.” Perhaps, such 
overblown claims were predestined to disappoint. Offering less 
hyperbole, but a more practical product, manufacturers of stain- 
less steel pretty much captured the market for metal counter- 
tops beginning in the late ‘30s. These stainless steel counters 
were regularly combined with enameled-metal base cabinets. 
Also popular were counter units that mated double sinks flanked 
by ribbed drainboards, backsplashes, aprons, and faucets, all 
made of stainless steel. 
> Stainless-steel counters are still a good option today. 
They are nearly indestructible, impervious to water and food 
stains, and easily maintained — features that make them the 
surface of choice for restaurant and institutional kitchens. They 
are primarily sought by homeowners seeking a “high-tech” or 
“seriously professional” kitchen, but restorers, too, should con- 
sider them for a ‘30s or ‘40s kitchen look. Although stainless 
steel counters will be expensive, they usually cost less than stone 
or state-of-the-art synthetics. 

The best places to order stainless steel counters are com- 


mercial kitchen supply houses. Many have the designers on staff 
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that will be necessary to provide working draw- 
ings and specifications for the fabricator. Com- 
mercial kitchens usually use 14-gauge stainless steel, 
but for residential use, 18- or 20-gauge metal will do 
(as the metal thickness increases, the gauge num- 
ber decreases). Also, remember that steel, like wood, 
has a directional grain that should run from left 
to right — not front to back — when installed. 
This detail will minimize marring from routine 
cleaning (typically, a natural side-to-side scrubbing 
motion using household cleaning powder). 
Counters of stainless steel can be installed 
directly on base cabinets, but plywood underlay- 
ment is recommended as a sound deadener. The 
edges of stainless steel counters were (and are) sim- 
ply squared-off (90° edges) or formed into a so- 
called “marine edge” of 45° angles that prevent 
water run-off. Backsplashes can be formed as an 
integral part of stainless-steel counters, and the top of the back- 
splash can be angled up 45° to meet the wall to help prevent 
dirt from being trapped. Stainless steel counters are very durable, 
but you should not cut on them. Some scratches can be removed 
from the metal surface with a polishing wheel and compound. 
> Copper is the only other metal to consider for counter- 
tops (enameled metal is covered in the Ceramics section). It 
looks very classy, but copper is soft as metals go and dents and 
scratches easily. It is vulnerable to food stains, particularly the acids 
found in fruits. It’s also expensive, and needs regular polishing 
to keep it from tarnishing, Protective lacquer finishes are gen- 
erally not recommended for copper countertops as water will 
inevitably find its way under the smallest wound in the coating. 


WOOD 


WOOD HAS ENJOYED A LONG TRADITION AS A KITCHEN WORK 
surface, from the sturdy wooden trestle table to the refined side- 
board. However, because it is porous, wood stains easily and 
can harbor bacteria from grease and oil that penetrate the sur- 
face. This is why, until the advent of butcher block, wooden 
counters were generally capped with sheets of metal. As the 
name implies, butcher block was first used for commercial meat 
cutting, but by the early 2oth century expanses of this material 
were also being used as kitchen counters. 

> Butcher block is made by laminating strips of hardwood 
(usually maple) into a dense wooden slab that is warp-resistant 
and self-supporting. The butcher block used for counters is 


Period wide- 
board edge pro- 
files from 1899 
(inset) and 1930 
also work for syn- 
thetics. 
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Butcher block counters are key to the contemporary kitchen look, 


but were popular even before the 1917 example shown here. 


edge-grained, as opposed to the end-grained versions used in 
real butcher shops. Earlier in this century, butcher block was 
even used around sinks. Now it is usually not recommended for 
such counters because of the persistent presence of water, but it 
can be used almost anywhere else. Use butcher block for limit- 
ed areas, such as on center islands or as inset cutting boards. 
When buying butcher block make sure it is approved by 
the National Sanitation Foundation for kitchen use. In addi- 
tion, the undersides of counters should be sealed before instal- 
lation to prevent moisture from penetrating from below. Some 
manufacturers routinely apply an acrylic coating to both sides 
of their product, but an oiled top surface is better for kitchen 
counters and should be so specified when ordering, Maintain 
butcher block by regular oiling with tung, linseed, or other non- 
toxic oil. Don't use vegetable oil because it will go rancid. Clean 
routinely with warm, soapy water followed by thorough dry- 
ing. Minor cuts can be removed with light sanding, and many 
stains can be removed or lightened with lemon juice or diluted 
bleach. 
> Wide hardwood boards were occasionally used as work 
surfaces and maple, oak, or cherry are good species for this kind 
of counter. Hardwood board counters can warp, however, so 
they should be limited to areas that don't get wet (a protective 
coating of polyurethane or acrylic can help). The edges of both 
wide-board and butcher-block counters can be detailed tradi- 
tionally, using rounded corners and slightly blunted edges. 


STONE 
>> MARBLE WAS POPULAR FOR TOPPING WASHSTANDS, SIDEBOARDS 
and tables, throughout the 19th century, so it was natural that this 
stone became a choice for kitchen counters as well. Although it 
is a good surface for pastry preparation, marble has some draw- 
backs. It is relatively porous and therefore susceptible to stain- 
ing, particularly from the natural acids in some foods. Instead 


Photograph (right) Mary Doran 


of entire counters made of marble — more common in the past 
than now — it’s better to limit its use to insets or “show-off” 
areas like center islands. 

> Granite was also used historically for countertops, although 
not nearly as often as marble 
or even slate or soapstone. It PERE 

. = OR MARBLE 

is more expensive than marble ` 


(about $150/foot as opposed 
to $130/foot), but more 
durable and practical. Gran- 
ite is vulnerable to alcohol, 
but otherwise resists stains 


and makes a great serving sur- 
face (as do all stone counters) 


because of its ability to absorb 

heat. Stone counters require 
Granite and marble are sufficient support; cham- 

usually available at local stone fered edges (inset) reduce 

yards or through kitchen sup- chipping. 


ply houses. Try to look at the 
actual slabs before ordering. The coloration and mottling varies 
so much — even within a single piece — that a small sample chip 
will not represent what you actually get. Choosing a color that 
is neither too light or too dark will help camouflage the inevitable 
stains and mars, as will a stone with attractive vein and mottling 
patterns. Both a highly polished and honed (satiny look) fin- 
ish is available for both marble and granite. Marble is also avail- 
able in 12” tiles. 

Stone counter installations generally require plans from 
a kitchen designer or architect. Traditionally, outer edges of 
counters have a 45°chamfer that reduces the dangers of a sharp 
corner. Backsplashes can be made of the same stone and are 
usually epoxied to the wall as a separate piece. Stone counters must 
be set on a very true base-cabinet surface; any high spots increase 


the risk of cracking the stone during daily use. The surface can 
be pitched slightly forward, however, so that water rolls off. 
> Slate and soapstone were more common for sink than 


countertop materials, but do have a history and remain options 
today. Slate is available either as a slab or as 12" tiles. It comes in 
the familiar “slate” gray and in variations of red and green. Nat- 
ural clefts present a rough surface that is not recommended for 
counters so slate is usually polished. Soapstone is a gray, non- 
porous stone noted for its ability to resist heat, making it well- 
suited for stoves and laboratory counters. It is still available for 
counters, sinks, drainboards and backsplashes in either stan- 
dard or custom sizes. Soapstone is soft enough to be shaped 
with most heavy-duty woodworking tools and can be suitable 
for do-it-yourself installations. Slate and soapstone are less 
durable and less expensive than granite 


CERAMICS 


FIRED CLAY AND GLASS MATERIALS ENJOYED VARYING DEGREES OF 
popularity as countertops in the past. Among them were Vit- 
ralite and Carrara Glass, pigmented glass products widely used 
for streamline storefront facades in the 1930s and ‘40s. When 
used as countertops, these materials were easy to maintain and 
impervious to stains but could shatter and had a cold, hard look 
and feel. Both Vitralite and Carrara Glass tiles were probably 
more popular in kitchens as a wall surface, particularly behind 
sinks and counters. Neither 
product has been manufac- 
tured for some time. 

> Enameled metal 
counters, however, were 
quite popular not only on 
built-in pantries and 
Hoosier cabinets but, for a 
while, on base cabinets as 
well. Enameled metal con- 7 
sists of a protective, opaque as 


glassy coating fused to an 
iron or steel substrate. 


Thin-set tile with wood 


White was the most popu- 
lar color for enameled coun- 
ters because it 


edge (top); mortar bed job 
with surface-bullnose edge 
(above). 

was equated 
with good hygiene and sanitation, but colored 
enameled metal became popular in the ‘30s as part 
of a reaction to the all-white kitchen. One critic 
complained that the white kitchen “took on the 
look of a hospital operating room: its china-white 
walls and ice boxes shouting aloud that it was clean! 
And pure! And sterile! So that when one cuts up 
a fowl in these kitchens, one felt quite like a surgeon 
performing a major operation.” 

Although not much in demand today, 


Soapstone counters are not common, but 
the stone is durable and still available. 
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enam- 
eled-metal 
counters for resi- 
dential kitchens 
are still available 
through commer- 


cial-kitchen or 


Early laminate patterns - such as 
the "amoeba/boomerang" - are his- 
torically appropriate and some- 
times back in production. 


laboratory supply houses or specialized local metal-fabrication 


shops. Enamel is very tough, but can still chip or scratch. Enam- 
eled-metal counters should be maintained just like enameled 
sinks or appliances: clean with warm water and a liquid house- 
hold cleanser. For stubborn stains use a gentle cleansing pow- 
der such as Bon Ami. 

> Ceramic tiles are probably more popular as a counter- 
top material today than in the past. Keeping kitchen walls clean 
in the days of coal stoves was a chore and sometimes they were 
protected with a coat of shellac, varnish, or enamel paint. Even- 
tually, ceramic wall tiles (and their cheaper plastic and linoleum 
cousins) became commonplace in the kitchens of mansions and 
bungalows alike. 

Wall and counter tiles of the 1920s and ‘30s purveyed the 
cheery and colorful “Good Housekeeping” style: white glazed 
tiles enlivened with colorful vignettes of celery and onions, 
bananas and cherries; or “coats-of-arms” emblazoned with 
crossed kitchen utensils and teapots; or Delft-like blue-on-white 
tiles featuring tulips or peacocks. Kitschy? Perhaps to some, but 
the continuing popularity and availability of these designs — 
and hundreds more — bespeak of their common-man appeal. 

Although tiling counters and walls is usually a job for a 
tilesetter, it can be a do-it-yourself project. Two methods are 
popular. In the “mortar-bed” method, tiles are set in a relative- 
ly thick layer of portland cement over a plywood substrate. With 
the “thin-set” method, tiles are set in a thin layer of mortar or 
mastic over plywood or cementitious backer board (see “How 
to Tile a Countertop”, OHJ, July/August, 1989). In both cas- 
es, the spaces between the tiles are filled with cement grout, 
which can be colored or sealed to prevent staining, or epoxy- 
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based grout, which resists stains and cracks. 
Use only tiles specified for counter 
use (glazed are best), and avoid porous 
(non-vitreous) tiles. Kitchen tile comes 
in two forms: individual tile (usual- 
ly 4"x 4" or 6"x 6") or sheets of 
small tiles held together by 
plastic webbing (such as the 
popular small, hexagonal 
tiles). Solid-color tiles will 
be more expensive than those 
where the color is just on the surface, 
but will camouflage scratches better. Spe- 
ciality trim pieces include bullnose edges, 
embossed cornice trim to top off splashbacks, inside 

and outside corners, and narrow decorative borders. 
Tile offers a great opportunity to be creative and many 
manufacturers continue to carry traditional and period designs. 
Expensive hand-painted tiles can be used intermittently with- 
in fields of less-expensive white or solid-color tiles — a cost- 
saving trick used historically as well as nowadays. Tile can be 
cleaned with all-purpose liquid cleaners like Mr. Clean, or a 
heavy-duty liquid cleanser like Bon Ami if necessary. A solu- 
tion of one part bleach and three parts hot water is good for 

removing grout stains. 


A 


2 
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SYNTHETICS 
MANMADE COUNTERTOPS FORMED FROM PLASTIC LAMINATES (LIKE 
the well-known Formica), or solid acrylics (like Corian), have 
largely taken over for traditional materials both in modern 
kitchens and remodeled older kitchens. Plastic laminates, in 
particular, are widely available, comparatively inexpensive, and 
— restoration purists take note! — have been used as counter- 
the 


1920s. Plus, lami- 


tops since 
nates are really the 
only countertop 
materials discussed 
here that can be cut, 
shaped, and in- 
stalled with com- 
mon power and 
hand tools and the 
average restorer’s 
construction skills. 
> Plastic laminates are generally comprised of a decora- 
tive paper (often resin-impregnated kraft paper) that gives the 


=. 

Original laminate details include 

metal mouldings at corners and 
often edges (inset). 


countertop its color and pattern, sandwiched between a pro- 
tective outer layer of melamine and a particle board substrate. 
Laminates come in hundreds of colors and patterns. Some 
of these are effective imitations of traditional countertop materi- 
als, such as “slate” with a natural cleft texture. Formica has, by 


Photograph by J. Randall Cotton 


popular demand, resurrected its 1950s “boomerang” design in 
several authentic ‘50s color palettes. The point is, old-house restor- 
ers need not feel guilty about using “modern” laminates for coun- 
ters, but in order to make them seem less anachronistic in an old 
house, choose patterns that are either revivals, convincing stone 
or wood imitations, or that have a certain timelessness. 

Proper installation details are as important as an appro- 
priate laminate. The very popular postformed laminate coun- 
tertop — in which the backsplash and rolled outer lip edge are 
formed as a continuous part of the counter — is definitely a 
modern (and, admittedly, practical) feature. But for an earlier 
kitchen look, laminated backsplashes should be fabricated the 
old way using a standard 4”x ¥4” piece that is bonded separate- 
ly to the wall. The inside corner joint between the backsplash and 
counter can be finished with a traditional thin, metal (usually alu- 
minum) cove moulding. 

The “old-fashioned” way to detail the outer edge was also 
with an extruded aluminum band or nosing, often detailed with 
grooves. These edge bands are still available (see suppliers list), 


and are secured into a channel cut into the laminate substrate. 
Also common, then and now, is a self-edge in which a strip of 
the same laminate used for the countertop is glued onto the 
exposed edge. Hardwood edge strips are a newly popular idea. 

> Solid plastic countertops (usually made from acrylics) are 
considered by many to be the ideal kitchen work surface. Here, col- 
or and pattern are homogeneous throughout the thickness of the 
counter. Solid plastics resist stains, heat, water, and general abuse. 
Although not recommended as cutting surfaces, cuts and scratch- 
es can be sanded out. Like laminates, solid plastics come in vari- 
ous patterns and colors that imitate natural materials such as stone, 
and like real marble and granite, this material is expensive. Solids 
can be cut and detailed in any number of shapes using profes- 
sional woodworking tools. Because it is not flexible, a solid plas- 
tic counter should be installed over even and level base cabinets to 


avoid the possibility of fracturing the slab later on. fik 


Thanks to Lawrence and Co., and National Products Co., (both Philadel- 
phia-based kitchen suppliers) for contributing information to this article. 
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Hoosier 


Kitchen Cabinets 


Buying and Reviving All-Purpose ; 'Help-Mates’` va by Ellen M. Plante 


F YOU WERE TO DREAM OF 
creating for your kitchen a 
magical fixture which would 
give you a work-shop as con- 
venient as any ever designed — a work- 
table that would eliminate the hardest 
muscular strains of the kitchen — the 
HOOSIER would be the realization of 
that dream.” 

This 1923 string of superlatives was 
part of a massive, national advertising 
campaign designed by the Hoosier Man- 
ufacturing Company of New Castle, Indi- 
ana to put one of their products in every 
kitchen in America. However, these pop- 
ular, kitchen “help-mates,” which had their origins in turn- 
of-the-century baker’s cabinets, were also manufactured by 
several other Indiana-based companies including G.I. Sell- 
ers & Sons of Elwood, Mutschler Brothers Company of 
Nappanee, The Campbell, Smith, Ritchie Company of 
Labanon (makers of Boone cabinets), Showers Brothers 
Company of Bloomington, and McDougall Company of 
Frankfort. Similar units could also be ordered through mail- 
order houses such as Mont- 


gomery Ward & Co. and Sears 


bb 


Hoosier, in business from 
1899 to 1940, was only the 
most prolific producer. 


Styles and Finishes 
GARDEN VARIETY HOOSIERS WERE MADE IN 
a wide assortment of models, sizes, and 
styles so anyone shopping for one should be 
willing to search for just the right cabinet. 
For example, if you have a 1900-1919 era 
kitchen, turn your attention to early types. 
Baker's cabinets in either pine or maple have 
multiple small drawers on top for spices, a 
wooden work surface, and possum-belly 
bin drawers underneath for flour and sug- 
ar or cornmeal, Early hoosiers, with a nat- 
ural oak finish and a zinc or aluminum work 
surface, are quite large. They have drawers 
for storage, cupboards with blind-front or 
glass doors (used for dishware or foodstuffs), and either a deep 
bottom drawer (serving as a flour bin) or a new metal flour 
bin/sifter located in a top cupboard. 

By 1920, styles began to change and hoosiers in an oak 
finish or painted white enamel were available. Around 1928, 
advertisements for Seller & Sons were urging homeowners to 
“Try color in your kitchen. Jade Green! Colonial Ivory! Sell- 
ers Grey! Spanish Gold!” 
Many cabinets manufac- 


SUPPLIES 


tured during the ’20s not 


A restored Sellers cabinet, 
bought “‘as is” for $100. 
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Roebuck, which carried the 
“Wilson” kitchen cabinet. As 
a result, today all such free- 
standing kitchen cabinets are 
generically referred to as 
In old-house 
kitchens these vintage, all-pur- 
pose units can add a lot of 
early 20th century authentic- 
ity while still being functional 
as a mini-pantry, kitchen 
desk area, home to a 
microwave — or used for bak- 
ing as originally intended. 


“hoosiers.” 
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only had metal flour 
bin/sifters in the top-left 
cupboard, but a sugar bin on 
the opposite side, a spice 
rack or revolving shelf in the 
middle, and glass canisters 
for coffee, tea, and salt. 
Porcelain enamel worksur- 
faces, and tambour (roll- 
top) sliding doors were 
introduced along with high- 
er legs. Most cabinets turned 
out during the peak years of 
production (1920-29) were 


<+ Muff’s Antiques 

135 South Glassell St., Dept. OHJ 
Orange, CA 92666 

(714) 997-0243 

Extensive Hoosier and Sellers 
hardware, accessories, labels; 
contact for catalog. 


+ Phyllis Kennedy Restoration 
Hardware for Antique Furniture, 


9256 Holyoke Ct., Dept OHJ, 
Indianapolis, IN 46268 

(317) 872-6366 

Hoosier and Sellers roll doors, 
accessories; Hoosier Cabinets 
by Phillip D. Kennedy 


* Van Dyke Supply Company, 
Box 278, Dept. OHJ 
Woonsocket, SD 57385 

(605) 796-4425 

Hoosier hardware, supplies. 


72" tall and 40" to 42" wide, but there were extra-large mod- 
els, such as the Hoosier High Boy, and small versions, like 
the 36" wide Hoosier Junior No. 3037. 

During the 1930s, the movement to modernize and 
streamline kitchens could be seen in the new hoosiers produced 
with plain hardware, smaller flour bins, and Art Deco sten- 
cilling in contrasting colors on painted cupboard doors. Semi- 
transparent finishes in yellow and green were especially popu- 
lar. By the late 30s the demand for hoosier-type cabinets dropped 
off sharply as built-in cabinets with continuous countertops 
became commonplace and the “modern” kitchen was born. 


Finding and Restoring Hoosiers 

LOOK FOR HOOSIER CABINETS AT ANTIQUE SHOPS, FLEA MARKETS, 
house sales, and auctions. Cabinets in good original condition 
or refinished can cost between $400 and $1200 depending upon 
the type of finish and wood (oak is priced higher), decorative 
features (etched and slag glass were popular in top-of-the-line 
cabinets up to the early 1920s), and the flour bin (adding approx- 
imately $100 if present). A hoosier that retains its sugar bin, 
spice rack, and canister accessories in close-to-original condi- 
tion might be in the $800 to $1200 range. Hoosiers in need of 
tender loving care can usually be bought for $50 to $300. 

Before beginning any actual work, make a list of the 
missing parts and begin shopping for them. Cabinet 
backs are often subject to mildew and decay and may 
require replacement (flooring underlayment some- 
times works as a substitute). Bear in mind that not all 
hoosiers were meant to have a clear finish and strip- 
ping down to bare wood may not be appropriate. Mod- 
els that came painted from the factory were often made 
from an assortment of woods and are best left paint- 
ed. Determine the original finish by test-stripping in 
an inconspicuous spot. 

If you do decide to refinish, disassemble the hoosier 
first by taking the two sections apart, removing the cup- 
board doors, and unfastening all hardware. Note that 
the flour bins in cabinets made by the Hoosier Manu- 
facturing Company were never meant to be removed. 
You can either work around these bins or take them out 
by first removing the backing on the cabinet top and 
then removing the wooden frame behind the flour bin. 
nails inside the flour bin must also be removed 
in order to lift it out of the cabinet. 

If the hoosier you're working on has 
a roll door, you have an additional project 
at hand. The fabric backing on these little 


doors is often dry and brittle — not to 


The Sellers “Mastercraft” 
from 1919, complete with Porceliron 
work table and Ant-proof casters. 


Photographs by Ted Plante 


mention the difficulty of strip- 
ping the wooden slats. Replace- 
ment kits are available, howev- 
er, it’s not impossible to rebuild 
a roll door yourself. In Hoosier 
Cabinets, author Phillip D. 
Kennedy suggests numbering 
each slat before you remove 
the old backing. Then use a 


single piece of drill (a can- 


vaslike material available at This c.1900 baker’s 
fabric stores) for the new cabinet was $700 at an 
backing. Cut the material to antiques market. 


fit, trimming off the 2" to 3" 
needed to accomodate the track inside the cabinet. Slats are 
reattached using white wood glue thinned with water. 

Oak cabinets may be refinished in golden oak or slight- 
ly darker tones covered by two to three coats of polyurethane 
or lacquer. A wide variety of colors are popular on hoosiers 
today, but the original colors were basically white, grey, apple 
green, ivory, gold, and lime oak. 


Ellen Plante is the author of Kitchen Collectibles: An Illustrated Price 
Guide (Wallace-Homestead Book Co., Radnor, PA; 800-695-1214 ). 
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Deore Vinyl, 
There Was Linoleum 


le for the erlect indestruétible. easy- 
care, attractive kiehen Son What householder hasnt longed i it? The quest for a water- 


proof, sanitary, decorative, comfortable, and inexpensive floor covering has gone on for 


centuries, certainly long before the mid 9th-century invention ot linoleum. In the l Sth 
and 1 9th centuries, painted floor cloths and their commercial cousins, ail olushe: were com- 
monly used to save floors and carpets from. the spills and stains of everyday imne Ås the 
medustrial revolition advanced, the manuais at iloee deilis gradually changed kon a 
tedon and expensive handoraft toa relatively fast and enonomical machine process. Flor 
eA 
oleths and oil cloths held their own pretty well against water and stains, but since they were 
too thin to be elent they left a lot to be desired in dolort And although they were sur- 


prisingly durable when well made and well cared for their lifespan was definitely limited. 


Something better was needed, and 19th-century inven- 
tors were determined to find it. Among the many flooring 
experiments undertaken in that inventive pre-linoleum peri- 
od, the most commercially successful was Kamptulicon, an 
amalgam of cork and molten India rubber that was durable 
and resilient, but so expensive that only wealthy homeown- 
ers and the publicly endowed could afford it. In 1863, things 
began to improve in terms of the popular market when Fed- 
erick Walton, an English floor cloth manufacturer, came up 
with his offering of a flexible, nearly seamless, machine-made 
material that incorporated linseed oil, ground cork, wood 
flours, kauri gum, rosins, and other fillers and driers on a 
strong burlap backing. Walton named his new product 


linoleum from “Linum” (flax) and “oleum” (oil), which 
adds up to linseed oil — the magic ingredient. He brought 
it to an eager United States market in 1869, opening the 
American Linoleum Manufacturing Company in New York. 
(Walton is perhaps better known today as the inventor of 
Lincrusta-Walton, an embossed linoleumlike wallcovering 
introduced a few years later.) Other early linoleum makers 
included the Armstrong Cork Company and the George W. 
Blabon Co., both located in Pennsylvania. 

Unlike floor cloths, linoleum could be either a floor 
covering, as in the case of a linoleum area rug, or the finished 
flooring itself, as in wall-to-wall linoleum sheets or tiles laid 
over a concrete or wooden foundation. It required less upkeep 


by Shirley Maxwell and James C. Massey 


OLD-HOUSE JOURNAL 


sibilities for the pre-1940s homes, as these varied examples of Armstrong linoleum demonstrate. 
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than wood, and it was cheaper, quieter, and more resilient than 
ceramic tile or marble. The best grades were extremely durable 
and yet cost less than cork or rubber-tile floors (two other pop- 
ular alternatives). Linoleum was also non-flammable, owing to 
its density, and had natural germicidal qualities as a result of a 
bacteria-destroying gas produced by oxidized linseed oil. Con- 
sequently, it was a highly favored flooring choice for hospitals. 
Even the US. Navy, on the look- 
out for rugged, non-skid, non- 
reflective deck surfaces, found a 
place for it on its ships during — 
and long after — the Spanish- 
American War. Official reports 
noted that injuries caused by splin- 
tering wood during combat 
engagements decreased with the 
use of “battleship” linoleum, so 
the sturdy, plain-colored material 
became the standard against which 
other resilient floor coverings were 
measured. It was used for other 
purposes as well, such as on desks, 
work tables, and counter tops. A 
marketing blitz after World War I 
taught America’s housewives to 
value linoleum’s decorative quali- 
ties as well as its utilitarian ones, 
and the material soon found its 
way into every room in the house. 

It is not for nothing that 
linoleum was called the “forty-year 
floor” because with the right care 
it can last almost indefinitely. 
Although it cost less than other 
materials of similar quality, good linoleum was far from cheap. 
To protect their customers’ investment and their own reputa- 
tions, linoleum manufacturers issued scrupulous instructions 
on how to install, clean, and preserve their product. Conse- 
quently, there are well-laid linoleum floors that are still service- 
able after sixty or more years of wear, attesting to the value of fol- 
lowing directions. The kitchen of the Woodrow Wilson House 
museum in Washington, D.C., for instance, boasts an almost- 
like-new floor of battleship linoleum tiles laid in 1915 that's still 
going strong after more than 75 years of family and museum 


foot traffic. 


The Linoleum-Making Process 


FREDERICK WALTON’S COMPLEX LINOLEUM-MAKING PROCESS MAR- 
ried jute fibers from India to Siberian flaxseed, Spanish cork, 
and fossilized kauri gum from long-dead New Zealand pine 


trees. Although there were soon a number of linoleum manu- 
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Linoleum wasn't just for floors! Here 
linowall in black and ivory dresses up 
the walls, tub, and panel, which also has 
an inlaid design. 


facturers, they all used pretty much the same process. Linseed oil 
was boiled, dripped onto huge sheets of scrim that were sus- 
pended from the ceilings of oxidation sheds, and allowed to oxi- 
dize through contact with the air until it became as thick and gold- 
en as caramel. Then, it was ground up and transformed into a 
“cement” by heating it with kauri gum and other resins, after 
which the mixture was cooled and ground with cork flour. The 
resulting “clay” was next pressed 
into burlap backing material 
between the heated rollers of mam- 
moth calendaring machines. Voila, 
linoleum! But it wasn't quite fin- 
ished yet. Before being printed and 
sent out to the waiting market- 
place, it had to hang in drying 
rooms to be seasoned for three or 
four days. Later, vast oven rooms 
sped the drying process somewhat. 
Because of the size and weight of 
the material being produced, mas- 
sive machinery and huge spaces 
were needed to turn out linoleum. 
A roll might measure as much as 12 
feet x go feet and weigh tons. There 
had to be enormous rollers to hold 
the scrim to oxidize linseed oil, vats 
to soak the burlap, grinders to 
make the cork flour, more grinders 
to pulp the oxidized linseed oil, 
and calendars to press cork and 
linseed oil onto the burlap. 


Patterns and Colors 

BEFORE WORLD WAR I, THE FAVORITE LINOLEUM PATTERNS SIMU- 
lated encaustic tile and mosaic patterns, which were strongly 
geometric and usually small in scale. These patterns were used 
in the kitchen, bath, and entry hall. By the 1920s, linoleum design 
came into its own. As the decade wore on, the choice of colors 
and patterns expanded enormously. Art Deco, Moderne, and 
Colonial Revival patterns prevailed, along with new solid and jaspe 
colors. In 1925, Armstrong patented an embossed inlaid linoleum 
that featured indentations along the straight lines of the pat- 
tern, adding new dimensions to the linoleum trade. 

While Art Deco and Moderne patterns continued to be 
popular in the 1930s and 1940s, many linoleum designs were 
meant to complement the Colonial Revival craze in architec- 
ture and home furnishings. Simulated flagstone or brick paving 
was common in sunrooms and entry halls, and tasteful “car- 
pets” were featured in living and dining rooms. Inset patterns for 
custom effects in solid or marbled linoleum often introduced 


strikingly modern themes — or amplified traditional ones. In 


«In the pantry of 


Eleutherian Mills 
mansion in Wilm- 
ington, Delaware, 
green and white 
plain linoleum 
with a border and 
cove moulding 
remains unfazed 
by much use. 


> 


Types of Linoleum 


Battleship: The three heaviest grades of plain linoleum, ranging from ¥" to 1⁄4" in thickness, came originally in only three 
solid colors (brown, green, and dark gray) and the burlap backing was always left unpainted. Other colors, including blue and 
black, were added later. 


Plain: Patterns were sometimes cut from plain linoleum, by machine or by hand, and inserted into 
sheets of background linoleum. Intricate inlaid patterns could also be achieved by pressing “granulated” 
colored rosin in metal stencils onto the burlap. 

Jaspé: A variation on inlaid linoleum, jaspé displayed a striated or, in the manufacturers’ descriptive 
term, moire pattern. The color went through to the backing, and the rather subdued pattern was consid- 
ered —— suitable for living, dining, and bedrooms. 


Printed: Plain, solid-color linoleum was often decorated with designs printed in oil paints on the sur- 
face. If the design wore off, the plain linoleum was still a useful flooring material. However, with an occa- 
sional wax job (preferably paste wax), the design could last indefinitely. 


Borders: Factory-made, narrow, two- to three-foot widths of linoleum were often used around the edges 

of fiber carpets or to finish room-sized inlaid linoleum floors. These strips could be cut on the job from 
full-width rolls as well. They often simulated various types of wood grain, but they also came in solid col- 
ors or decorative motifs, such as Greek key or laurel leaf designs. 


Cove Mouldings: Linoleum’ flexibility allowed the use of curved cove moulding — a major advantage in cleanliness 
because it avoided dirt-gathering cracks between the wall and floor. It was most commonly used in kitchens and baths. 


There were also a number of linoleum look-alikes on the market in the early-twentieth century. Here’s two types: 

Cork Carpet: Cork flooring used much the same process and materials as linoleum, but it was not as firmly compacted, giv- 
ing it a sound-deadening quality that made it especially useful for public buildings. 

Felt-backed rugs: [hese resembled floor cloths more than linoleum, being merely painted patterns on a backing of felt or 


felt paper. They contained no cork, linseed oil, or burlap. Their skin-deep patterns wore through quickly and the backings tore 
more easily than burlap, but they came in a dizzingly varied array of patterns and were generally cheap. 


ee 
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the 1950s, linoleum was still going strong, but it would be sup- 


planted by asphaltic tiles and vinyl within the decade. 


Installation 


FAR FROM ENCOURAGING THE DO-IT-YOURSELFER, LINOLEUM MAN- 
ufacturers universally recommended professional installation 
because there were some real problems. Not only was accurate 
cutting tricky for amateurs, the material itself was heavy and 
difficult to handle, requiring specialized equipment, such as 150- 
pound iron rollers. Since linoleum was usually laid over wood 
floors, they had to be level, sanded, and clean. If the flooring 
was to go over a concrete slab, the slab also had to be meticulously 
prepared, with a recessed area exactly the right depth reserved for 
the linoleum. The unsaturated building felt was also formidably 
heavy. Since some common ingredients could damage the 
linoleum, the paste had to be carefully selected and painstak- 
ingly applied to produce a reliable bond. Finally, since linoleum 
expands at a different rate than wood, there was always the risk 
of buckling and cracking after it was laid. In the early days of 
the industry, manufacturers recommended leaving the linoleum 
on the site for days before laying it and then refitting it at least 
once over a period of weeks after the initial laying. Now doesn't 
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By 1938, a preference for streamlined, easy-to- 
clean kitchens made linoleum with cove mould- 
ing a favorite floor covering. 


that sound simple? No? Well then, you can see why this was 
usually done by trained workmen. 


Conservation & Repair 


SOONER OR LATER, VIRTUALLY ALL OLD-HOUSE RESTORERS MEET UP 
with linoleum — or, at least, with the stubborn, solvent-defy- 
ing remains of its black felt underlayment. Linoleum is most 
often found in a kitchen or bathroom, but it could be almost 
any place in the house. In 18th- or early 19th-century houses, it 
is a reminder of some late 19th- or early 20th-century remodel- 
ing. However, in houses built after 1890, it may well be original. 
No matter what its credentials, until recently the typical response 
to even the best preserved linoleum was “Yuck!” Out came the 
electric sander and into the dumpster went an important doc- 
ument in house history in the mistaken belief that exposed wood 
floors were somehow more authentic. Fortunately, today’s more 
sophisticated restorationists are likely to recognize and honor 
linoleum for its historical — if not necessarily its decorative — 


character. Whenever possible, it’s a real kindness to your house 
to keep the old flooring in place, even if modern esthetics or 
housekeeping considerations require it to be concealed under a 
new subfloor. Yet, there are times when the linoleum really has 
to go. In such a case, salve your conscience with a little salvage 
archeology. Keep a large enough piece of the linoleum to show 
the pattern and put it away with an identifying tag in a safe place. 

What if you have roomful of old linoleum in good shape 
and you want to reuse some or all of it in a different location? 
We surveyed a few manufacturers, distributors, and restoration 
architects for advice about this idea. The consensus was that the 
linoleum probably wouldn't survive the move, at least not in a 
single piece. The problem is that the linseed oil continues to oxi- 
dize with age, so the linoleum becomes more and more brittle. 
If you are determined to try to move your linoleum to another 
room, your best bet is probably to wait fora string of warm days 
or to turn up the thermostat, then slice the linoleum into neat rect- 
angles of the largest manageable size and remove it as carefully 
as possible, using a broad scraper. Dont try to roll it up! 

A more hopeful project is laying unused old linoleum 
still in the original rolls. However, this also requires scrupulous 
attention to temperature (warm) and handling (gentle), Fol- 
lowing the standard manufacturer's instructions for installation 
should make it possible, if not easy. 

There is even some hope for making minor repairs to 
linoleum or felt-backed rugs. A little judicious cannibalizing is 
probably the easiest and most successful way to accomplish this 
task. Cut out the damaged area and glue in a sound, exactly- 
matching piece taken from an inconspicuous spot, such as under 
a radiator, in a pantry or closet floor, or, if you're really lucky, a 
kitchen shelf. Otherwise, pick a piece from the least obvious 
corner of the room. Then use the damaged piece to fill in the 
blank in the less readily visible area. In the case of gouges and 
stains, you may be able to make a paste of ground sawdust, oil- 
based varnish, and pigment. Then, repaint the damaged area 
with an oil-based paint to restore any 
pattern and apply an oil-based varnish 
(not polyurethane). Although it sounds 
plausible enough at first blush, grind- 
ing up cork or old linoleum to make a 
paste is a hopeless chore, given the den- 
sity and toughness of these materials. 

In the case of printed linoleum 
or felt-backed rugs (or later rugs with 
asphaltic backing), the manufacturers 


"Who wouldn't sing in this 
bathroom?" asks a 1930s 
Armstrong ad - particularly 
when Marbelle linoleum 
with a Greek Key pattern cov- 


ers the floor. 
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Removing Linoleum Adhesive 
-SCRAPING UP IS HARD TO DO 


VENTUALLY, EVERY OLD-HOUSE RESTORER GETS 

stuck with removing the mastic adhesive left 

behind by linoleum. The problem is, many dif- 
ferent kinds of mastics have been used over the course 
of acentury, making it difficult to predict their exact 
ingredients and the methods that might soften them. 
Even more of a concern is the fact that some of these 
mastics — and the lining felts that accompany them 
— used asbestos as a component (some floor tiles 
also contain this mineral). This rules out machine 
sanding (which clogs the paper anyway) and other 
operations that will make these materials friable, releas- 
ing asbestos fibers into the air and creating a potential 
health threat. Gummed down by these limitations, 
the two main tools become a cautious trial-and-error 
approach and plenty of elbow grease. Some guidelines 
worth adhering to: 


m Note that waterproof glue was usually applied at the 
edges and seams of linoleum; a weaker (and often water- 
soluable) paste anchored centers to the felt layer. 

a Start with hot water. Soak the mastic for 20 to 60 
minutes or until it is soft enough to be mopped or 
scraped up (keeping the surface continually wet also 
limits friability), Adding vinegar or high- -strength cit- 
rus degreasing solvents (Limo Sol is one brand) to 
the water may improve effectiveness. On floors, long- 
handled garden edgers are a break from scraping with 
putty knives. 

m Try heat or cold where water doesn't work. Mod- 
ern mastics and those containing linseed oil may soft- 
en with heat from a lamp or 
hot-air gun. Some readers 
report freezing the mastic with 
dry ice breaks the bond with the 
substrate. 

m Resort to chemical solvents 
last. Start with the most innocu- 
ous solvent and test in an incon- 
spicuous area first before pro- 
ceeding or increasing in strength. 
Isopropyl alcohol, paint thin- 
ner, xylol, lacquer thinner, or 
paint stripper may yield results. 
Work with plenty of ventilation 
and proper safety precautions. 
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Random insets inserted into 
linoleum, such as the abstract fig- 
ure in this embossed type, added 
diversity. 


recommended a coat of oil-based varnish 
once or twice a year to increase durability, so 
you may find several uneven layers of varnish 
on top of the linoleum. Anything that removes 
the varnish is likely to have similar conse- 
quences for the oil-painted pattern, so it is 
best to proceed cautiously with cleaning 
efforts, trying out the cleaner in small, incon- 
spicuous areas before you tackle the whole 
job and hand-drying as you go. Obviously, 
you will want to keep water or other liquids 
away from the felt backing. After cleaning, 
you can spruce up your old linoleum one 
more time by applying yet another coat of 
varnish or you can try a thin coat of boiled 
linseed oil (warmed slightly to make it pen- 
etrate more easily) and apply it with a rag. 
Expect a tacky surface for at least a few hours and stay off the 
floor until it is thoroughly dry. 

Replacing old linoleum with new is hard, unless you are 
able to make use of available solid or marbleized colors and the 
patterns that can be made by insetting cut designs. Next to find- 
ing unused rolls of the original stuff (not impossible, but not easy), 
your best hope is to try to find something similar to the old pat- 
terns in vinyl flooring or tile. Compare the tile patterns from 
old catalogs with modern flooring choices, and bear in mind 
that today’s pebble-textured flooring is very different from the 
low-sheen, smooth-surfaced effect of earlier years. If you can 
find a Home Owner's Catalogue or a Sweet's Architectural Catalogue for 
a year near the one youre interested in, you've hit pay dirt because 
they contain the original manufacturers’ catalogs. 


Linoleum Care 


TO KEEP LINOLEUM IN TOP CONDITION, MANUFACTURERS HAVE 
always recommended frequent vacuuming or dusting with a dry 
mop. Working on only a small section of the floor at a time, 
regularly and carefully damp mop (that's damp, not wet!) using 
a mild soap, such as Ivory Snow, to help keep the linoleum in good 
shape. Stay away from cleaning agents that contain ammonia, bak- 
ing soda, and borax. Also remember that scrubbing and abra- 
sive cleansers can pit the linoleum surface, allowing dirt to set- 
tle in the tiny holes. In order to keep excess water from migrating 
to the jute backing through seams, edges, and worn spots, dry 
the floor sections immediately after damp mopping. To pre- 
serve the pattern, follow with a thin coat of liquid or paste wax 
and possibly a coat of varnish once or twice a year. 
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ÀJ taolas oes AAND and the market for _ 
V V solid-color, marbleized, and battleship linoleum 
is supplied by a shrinking number of manufacturers around 
the world. 


k or : tou 
PO. Box 667, Dept. OHJ 
Hazelton, PA 18201 


(717) 459-0771 
Makers of solid color, marbleized, and battleship linoleum. 


Pen Any PA 8 13072 


W Gens ioe Gn onp 
26) which makes jaspe in a broad range of colors. — 


UNDER TANER 


FED 


WAS I 


— 


“Pure Air, Pure Water and a Pure Soil” 
— an Old Greek Sanitarian 


HESE WORDS FROM GER- 
hard’s Hints on the Drainage 
and Sewerage of Dwellings 
(1884) have been the 
basic guidelines for a 
healthy house since 
BV STEPHEN ancient times. However, 
DEL SORDO even with the advent of 
modern plumbing in the mid-19th cen- 
tury, the practice of sanitation has not 
always been perfect or logical. As a result 
of advances in construction and changes 
in the community, the owner of an older 
home is often using systems that depart 
from current standards. Potential prob- 
lem areas include inoperative traps, lack 
of proper air vents, faulty piping, and the 
presence of old privy pits, septic tanks, or 
drain fields in the yard. While most old- 
house owners have systems that function 
adequately, the best way to anticipate prob- 
lems is to understand how your waste sys- 
tem works and how it might have been 
altered since your home was built — espe- 
cially if it originally had no plumbing. 
My 1910 home in Cambridge, 


A subsurface view of an early 20th 
century septic system and 
drain field designed for sewage 
disposal and irrigation. 
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Maryland was built with indoor facilities that 
were upgraded in the late 1950s. The city engi- 
neer does not know when the town’s munic- 
ipal sewer system was installed, but 1914 draw- 
ings show the system in place and connected 
to each house and business in the communi- 
ty. While this means that I don’t have the 
remains of a septic system in my yard, I do 
have a sewer line buried only ten inches below 
ground that snakes around the property before 
connecting to the main in the street. This pipe 
is laid with relatively little pitch and therefore 
can clog easily. The street system, being only 
thirteen feet above sea level, is also flat and 
shallow and prone to sluggish movement. The 
city deals with this situation by flushing the 
street system whenever we ask. We cooperate 
by being careful about what we send through 
our sewer lines: no paper/ cotton items down 
the toilet, no grease down the sink, and no 


garbage disposal in the house. 


but important. 


DRAINS AND VENTS 


UNDERSTANDING AN OLD-HOUSE WASTE SYSTEM 
means starting at the beginning — in the 
basement or crawlspace under the house. First, sketch or visu- 
alize the location of the kitchen, bathrooms, laundry room, 
and all fixtures and appliances connected to the system. Some- 
where beneath all these at the lowest house level will be the end 
of the house drain, a horizontal pipe between 3" and 5" in 
diameter and made from cast iron and/or vitrified clay pipe 
(or in much later installations, plastic). This drain will exit the 


Top: A fresh air vent 
outlet — inconspicuous 


Above: Old and new 
house drains at 
basement level. 


house through the foundation and run under- 
ground either to the city sewer or a private 
disposal system in the yard. House drains have 
to be installed with a minimum pitch (typically 
74" per foot or better) to keep waste moving 
away from the building. However, in some 
old houses settlement has reduced this pitch 
to the point where it causes problems and the 
line has to be relaid. 

Connected to the house drain and ris- 
ing vertically out of the basement will be the 
soil or waste stack. This pipe connects with all of 
the fixtures in the house and eventually extends 
through the roof as a 2" or so diameter air 
vent. Running parallel to the waste stack will 
be the vent stack, a pipe 1 14" or larger that is 
tied to both the waste stack and the fixtures. 
An important safety feature of the waste sys- 
tem, these vents maintain atmospheric pres- 
sure in the system in order to keep it in balance. 
They also prevent the traps in the system from 
being emptied through a siphoning effect 
when other fixtures discharge or negative pres- 
sure when wind blows across the waste stack 
outlet. Failure of the traps creates the poten- 
tial for sewer gasses — including methane — 
to flow into the house and sicken the occupants. Because they 
are a direct connection to the sewer, air vents must not be 
located near windows or chimneys, or where they can be 
clogged by frost or foreign objects. Vents were once consid- 
ered optional and are occasionally missing in old-house sys- 
tems. If you have a traps that don't function properly, check 
to see if they are vented correctly. 

While most homeowners are 
vaguely aware of rooftop air vents, 


a second type called the fresh air vent 


The typical layout or drain vent, was a required part of 
fora 1920s vintage waste systems through the first half 
vent and drainage of this century. These are narrow 


system. 


pipes that rise out of the ground, 
terminating in either a bell-shaped 
cover or “U” end with an opening 


House Sewer-Vitrified Pipe N 
———_1 tr Cr it fr nr 


on the ground side. They are nor- 
mally located near clean-out ports 
for the house drain. While these 
ground-level vents are not a com- 
mon feature on modern waste sys- 
tems, they may still help the systems 
in older homes function properly, 
and the decision to remove or cap 
them should be made by a licensed 
plumber. 


City Sewer, 
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The basic, long- 
standing sink trap is 
the P-TRAP, which 
looks like the 
letter turned 
on its side. 
When these 
traps are 
properly 
installed, the pipe 
leaves the water seal 
horizontally to meet 
a vent in the wall, 
and so meets mod- 
ern code require- 
ments in most com- 
munities. Another 
common variety 
used in this century 
is the S-TRAP, made 
up of two sets of 


deep curves that end 


in a vertical pipe. 
These curves were 
intended to prevent 
water loss through 
evaporation ora 
drop in atmo- 
spheric pres- 
sure, but the 
trap is often 
unvented and is not 
allowed in most new 
work (existing instal- 
lations are usually 


“grandfathered”). A 


inn i. nie 


installed to service 
both the sink and the 
bathtub, but are no 
longer standard 
because they are not 
self-cleaning. FLASK 
TRAPS are similar 
obsolete features. 
MECHANICAL TRAPS 
that use balls, flaps, 
or other moving 
parts are very early 
and have long been 


illegal. 


second, once-popu- 
lar type of anti- 
siphon trap was the 
DRUM TRAP. Around 
10" deep and usually 


set in the floor under 


a metal plate, these 
were frequently 


Drum Trap 


TRAPS 


and create a seal in the system. This seal 
prevents sewer gasses from entering the 
house through the open drain of a sink, 
tub, or appliance. Modern plumbing 
codes require that all fixtures be trapped. 
Small, simple traps under sinks are easy 
to see, but traps hidden under the floor 
or in a wall behind tubs and toilets are 
more difficult to spot. 


The first trap design was simply 


a U-shaped section in a pipe. These 
tended to be shallow and prone to fail- 
ure either through evaporation or 
siphoning. This early design also had 
the potential to not be self-cleaning, 
trapping solids at the bottom that 
would decay. Mechanical traps were 
primitive devices also tried early on. A 
simple version was a piece of leather set 


ona hinge within the pipe. The leather 


however, never provided a tight seal, 
trapped materials behind it, and was 


ONE OF THE MORE DIFFICULT PARTS OF THE WASTE SYSTEM TO 
locate and examine in any house are the traps found at each 
fixture (see box). Traps are specialized reservoirs in the drain 
pipes designed to hold water — not lost rings and the like — 


prone to corrosion. There was a wide variety of bell traps 
which used a water seal. Others used floating balls or self- 


The fresh air vent connects 
to the house drain just before 


the main running trap. 


53 


seating valves as a mechanical trap. One series of ingenious 
traps used a mercury seal in case the water seal was lost. Anoth- 
er early form was the cesspool trap — simply a small mason- 
ry chamber that tended to clog easily. 


DISPOSAL SYSTEMS 


HOUSES BUILT IN RURAL AREAS OR BEFORE 
community sewage systems were in place 
will contain ample evidence of historic 
waste disposal systems in the surround- 
ing property. Without a doubt, the first 
to appear was the simple privy pit built 
with an outdoor necessary over it. The 
majority of such outhouses tended to be 
portable so that they could be moved to 
a new location when the pit was full. 
Some, though, had cleanouts that 
reduced the need to dig a new pit every 
few years. 

The push for a better waste dis- 
posal system than a privy pit or kitchen 
slop area began in the middle of the 19th 
century and came from two sources. First, 
there was a greater understanding and 
acceptance of the relationship between 
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disease and decaying matter. Primary examples were the 
connection between cholera (which reached epidemic pro- 
portions in London in 1849 and 1854) and a contaminated 
water supply and the discovery of the typhoid fever bacil- 
lus in 1880. Second, households and communities were using 
more water for daily activities and the customary methods 
of waste disposal simply could not keep up with the amount 
of sewage being generated by each household. While larg- 
er cities began to build municipal sewerage systems, indi- 
vidual house owners usually had to take responsibility for 
their own waste. 

The simplest on-site system was the cesspool. This is a 
large vault — typically ten or more feet in diameter — lined 
with brick, stone, or concrete that is actually just one step 
better than a privy pit. The house sewage would flow into 
this vault where solids would settle out and liquids would 
either be piped off or allowed to leach away. A covered man- 
hole provided access to the vault and a vent was essential to 
release the noxious and combustible gasses. The cesspool was 
a common solution to the problem of sewage disposal through 
the post- World War II housing boom, but has been regu- 
lated out of existence by most communities. Besides its dubi- 
ous sanitary value, the cesspool filled up quickly and needed 
to be cleaned periodically. Most existing cesspools have been 
disconnected from the house, but the empty vault itself may 
still be present. 

A second option was the individual septic tank and drain 

field, one that is still in use in most rural areas today. The oper- 

ation of a home drain field is simplicity in action. Fixtures 
and appliances in the house are connected to the waste sys- 
tem, which feeds by gravity into a single- or multi-chambered 
tank. There, solids settle out and are decomposed by anaer- 
obic bacteria, yeasts, and other microscopic organisms — a 
septic process. From here, the effluent flows out of the tank 
and into a series of buried vitrified clay pipes where they 
would ooze out and be absorbed by the soil. 

In a historic drain field system there might be a man- 
ual divertor between the tank and the drain field. Up to the 
1930s, plumbing design manuals called for the individual sec- 


Design for a 1912 septic tank. Raw sewage 
breaks down in "B," then moves to a field 
through "C" and "D". 


This 1893 
cesspool is 
single unit, 
but two or 
more 
connected 
vaults were 

also 
common. 


tions to rest after being used for from three to seven days, 
depending upon the size of the household and amount of 
use. In these older systems it was the responsibility of amem- 
ber of the household (typically a servant) to regularly turn a 
wheel on the divertor that would send the flow to a differ- 
ent part of the drain field. This same individual would also 
have to periodically inspect the settling tank to make sure 
that the seals were in good condition and the system was not 
clogging up. As with a cesspool, the settling tank might even- 
tually have to be pumped clean of solid material. 

These settling tanks and drain fields are easy to locate. 
The top of the tank may be visible on the surface and the 
field is often marked by a large area where grass and other 
plants tend to grow better that elsewhere on the property. 
The locations of pipes, tanks, or other underground appa- 
ratus can also be located by using a plumber's rod or any sim- 
ilar pointed metal stake and probing the ground at regular 
intervals. Marking the “hits” with flags or golf tees can help 
determine the extent and the direction of any piping. 

The drain field site might seem like an ideal area for a 
garden, but should be considered only for ornamental plants. 
Even old drain fields have the potential to contain polluted 
soil — one reason why it is helpful to know their location. 
Another reason is these constructions can collapse sudden- 
ly. Like water wells, privy pits, cesspools and drain fields are 
holes in the ground that can cave in if the soil is wet or very 
loose, or if they were not backfilled properly when taken out 
of service. For this reason it is not a good idea to park cars or 
other vehicles on top of these features. 

Municipal sewage systems were, of course, the ideal 
waste solution despite early worries about poor construction 
and contamination from the discharge of neighbors. In 1878 
the prolific manual author James C. Biles commented “As 
the plumbing work of our house is commonly done, it would 
be better for most of us if we had to... carry our waste to the 
culvert at the nearest street corner.’ Fortunately, improved 
sewerage technology in this century answered such concerns, 
and with designs and materials that in many cases have be 
operating reliably for close to a hundred years. ith 
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HE HEAD OF THE TEAM 
frowns as he pensively mas- 
sages his jaw and studies 
the troubled patient. His 
eyes meet those of his eager 
assistant. “Your diagnosis?” he asks. 
“Tt looks like a complete block- 
age sir, “ comes the assistant's reply. 
“Have you determined the 
cause?” he questions. 
“Tnitial testing shows 
a fatty buildup which has 


stopped normal flow,” the 


BY 


bright young student responds. 

The head of the team nods in 
agreement while squeezing the bridge 
of his nose between thumb and fore- 
finger. “This is very serious, “ he says 
after a pause, “we'll have to open up 
immediately. If you're ready, let's 
begin. Clamp ... force cup . . . mon- 
key wrench....snake....” 

As a plumbing contractor, I am 


SIAN TALLI 


Photograph by Gordon Bock 
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Sink drains, tub wastes and 


in-floor traps =- 


biased when I say that the best solu- 
tion to any plumbing problem — 
such as a blocked drain — is to con- 
tact your licensed professional. For 
most old-house owners this is the 
most cost-effective solution. How- 
ever, I am also a realist and under- 
stand that many people enjoy a good 
challenge or may be forced to make 
repairs themselves. For those people, 
here are some systematic 
guidelines for treating 
your own drains. 
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cloth so that the pipe 
between plunger and 
stoppage is airtight.) 
Gently push downward 
on the handle, com- 
pressing the rubber. 
This first push will 
expel the air from the 
plunger, so go slowly to 
avoid splashing. If the 
plunger has a tight seal 
against the fixture, a 
vacuum will form when 
you begin to pull up on 
the handle. It is this 


vacuum that will dis- 


lodge many stoppages. 


Top left: The force cup is a basic tool for tubs, Steadily pump the 
sinks and toilets; closet augers are manual plunger up and down 
snakes for toilet traps. Bottom left: An electric as if you were working | 
snake, available at rental houses. a butter churn, increas- 
Above: Closet augers are fully extended ing the pace as you pro- 
when the crank meets the shaft. ceed. After ten or 
twelve plunges, free the 

plunger and hopefully 


DRAIN DIAGNOSIS 


pages of plumbers and drain cleaning the water will swirl down the drain. If 
S TEP ONE IN DRAIN SURGERY IS companies. Do not be drawn in by con- not, repeat the process several times. 
determining the location of the clog. sumer advertising claims. Drain acid A plunger will clear stoppages in less 
The simplest form of drain stoppage is a powerful and dangerous chemical than five minutes or not at all. If the 
is were a single fixture that does not that can burn skin and eyes, and dam- plunger fails to do the job, the time has 
drain is unaffected by the use of any age the finish of your fixtures, but in come for the snake. 
other fixture. Test for this type of stop- my experience seldom clears drain stop- There are a variety of drain 
page by running water into other fix- pages. Drain acid ina fixture will make cleaning tools referred to as snakes, 
tures in the home and watching to see it very difficult for cleaning the drain but most are based on a flexible spi- 
what affect their use has on the backed- with any other method without first ral cable, usually 6" to 3%" in diam- 
up fixture. If the other fixtures drain pumping out the acid — a messy and _ eter and 15' to 25' in length. Typically, 


properly and the water level in the dangerous process. some sort of cleaning head is attached 
affected fixture does not rise, breathe to the end for small diameter drain 
a sigh of relief. This test indicates that OPERATING INSTRUMENTS cleaning. Hardware stores generally 


the problem is within the drainage pip- 1 HE ORIGINAL TOOL OF DRAIN CLEAN- stock low-priced, hand-operated 
ing for that fixture only and is not locat- 
ed further down the line in any com- plumbing, the plunger or force cup, stoppages. Most common, perhaps, is 
mon piping. often nicknamed the “plumbers the closet auger (a 3' to 6' long snake 


ing is the age-old symbol of snakes that will work well on minor 


A common response to a helper.’ Force cups come ina variety that telescopes inside a rigid tubular 
blocked drain is to run down to the of designs (from simple hemispheres guide) used for snaking the clogged 
grocery store, buy a quart or two of to ball or flanged models that improve toilet traps. For more stubborn clogs, 
“Liquid Drain Blaster,’ dump itdown the seal when clearing toilets), but all rent an electric-powered snake from 
the drain, and wait for the stoppage to operate the same way. To use one, begin your local tool rental outlet. New pro- 
dissolve and disappear in an impres- by carefully positioning the plunger fessional drain cleaning equipment for 
sive whirlpool like the Pequod at the fin- over the drain opening, (On a lavato- contractor use can even get fairly high- 
ish of Moby Dick . If it were that easy ry or tub drain be sure to plug the over- tech. High-pressure snakes that oper- 


your Yellow Pages would not have flow opening first with a rag or face ate around 1000 psi use water jets at 
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the end of a hose to “blast” their way 
through blockages. These are partic- 
ularly effective on frozen lines. Shock 
devices that function much like force 
cups send a pressurized charge through 
the line to break up obstructions. Safe- 
ty is an important consideration with 
drain cleaning. Always wear eye pro- 
tection and rubber gloves. Be certain 
that electric drain cleaning equipment 
is properly maintained and plugged 
into grounded receptacles. 

Both electric and hand-operat- 
ed tools rotate the snake as the opera- 
tor feeds the length of the snake down 
the fixture’s drain. When using a clos- 


Drum traps will snare a snake because there 
is no clear path from inlet to outlet. 


et auger, first pull the snake up into 
guide tube, then manuver the tube into 
the bowl trap. Once the tube is in place, 
crank the handle and the snake will 
feed itself into the fixture — don't 
push it! Never force a snake or it may 
kink up in a knot that no human will 
ever extract. If the snake binds, pull it 
back until it rotates freely, and then 
slowly feed it back down the drain. The 
electrically powered tools will provide 
more power and will do a better job of 
cleaning the drain than the slower, 
hand-operated units. 


CLEANING CAUTIONS 


ANY LEAD DRAINS STILL EXIST IN 
M iider homes across the conti- 
nent and should be treated with the 
utmost respect and care. They are relics 


of the past and by now are extremely 
fragile. Electric snakes can — and often 
do — pop right out through the 
thinned walls of lead drains. If you still 
have lead piping in you home, you 
should consider having it replaced with 
updated materials. 

Drum traps and pot traps are 
shaped like (you guessed it!) drums or 
pots. They can literally put a kinky 
twist into the job of drain cleaning. 
Unlike a P-trap, a drum trap will not 
direct the snake in and out. Instead, a 
snake fed down a fixture drain and into 
a drum or pot trap will twist itself into 
a tangle of knots that will become a 
permanent part of your plumbing. If 
you have to work with a drum trap, 
you must first open its clean-out and 
then snake from that point. Be careful 
when you remove the cover; if the water 
has backed up into the tub or lavatory 
you will have a nasty flood. Instead, 
bail out as much of the backed-up 
water as possible, and be prepared with 
a bucket and plenty of rags to catch 
the overflow when you remove the 
clean-out cover. 


TECHNIQUES AND TIPS 


HILE THE FIRST CHOICE OF 
y V entrance to clear a stoppage is 
through the fixture’s drain, this is not 
always possible or may not allow sat- 
isfactory access to the stoppage. On 
occasion an obstruction within the pip- 
ing will stop the snake. If an obstruc- 
tion is encountered in the drain that 
the snake is unable to move past, locate 
a clean-out opening in the pipe that is 
closer to the obstruction and attempt 
to clear the stoppage from that loca- 
tion. Have a clean-out installed when 
one cannot be located. A sharp turn 
in the pipe that can't be negotiated may 
require coaxing the snake in and out 
until it bounces around the corner. The 
further out the snake is extended, the 
less affective this (and the snake itself) 
becomes. 
Tubs with trip-lever type wastes 
require that the stopper (if there is one) 


and linkage be removed before the 
drain can be snaked. Simply pull the 
stopper out of the drain, then remove 
the screws from the trip lever face plate. 
Place a facecloth over the open drain 
so you wont drop the screws down the 
drain. Gently pull the face plate and 
the linkage out of the overflow open- 
ing. You now have access to run the 
snake directly down the tub’s overflow. 


Always snake a tub down its overflow 


Traps often hide in awkward locations, such as 
this under-floor crawlspace. 


(also known, for this reason, as the 
“cleanout”’). In the waste line of almost 
every tub — both old and new — the 
drain proper ends in a tee, which 
means that a snake would have to 
negotiate a turn and could just as eas- 
ily head towards the overflow as the 
blockage. By snaking down the over- 
flow the route is set and simplified. 
Clean any hair and debris that has 
accumulated on the linkage before 
replacing it in the overflow. Always 
install the linkage first with the trip 
lever in the closed position, and then 
drop the stopper into place. When the 
stopper is installed first, the linkage 
will not fit properly and will not oper- 
ate the stopper. 
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The spinning action of the snake 
as it runs down the drain cuts through 
the stoppage and cleans the walls of 
the pipe. Once the obstruction is par- 
tially cleared and begins to drain, start 
a flow of cold water to help wash the 
debris freed by the snake down the 
drain. Run the snake in and out sever- 
al times to assure a thorough job. 


MAJOR SURGERY 


HERE ARE SOME DRAIN PROBLEMS 
To are not as easy to deal with 
as the stoppage in an individual fix- 
ture’s drain line. Water backup in one 
fixture at the lowest level of the build- 
ing whenever any other fixture is used 
indicates a problem in the building 
drain (the main line leading out of the 
building) or in the septic system. This 
problem could be either a stoppage in 
the main building drain or, if the build- 
ing discharges into a private septic sys- 
tem, a flooded system. Inspect the sep- 
tic tank or cesspool to see if it is filled 
above the level of the inlet pipe from 
the building. If this is the case, then 
the tank should be pumped out. If the 
inlet pipe is above the water level in the 
septic tank or cesspool, then you have 
a building drain stoppage. Correcting 
these problems will usually require 
equipment not readily available to the 
general public. 

Other kinds of drain stoppage 


Electric snakes are cord-powered tools that should only be used 
if grounded and in good operating condition. Battery-powered models 


are also coming on the market. 
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Left: When snaking a lavatory drain, begin at the outlet after first removing the stopper 
(which may block the snake). Right: If the snake binds at the trap, disassemble it 
or enter at a cleanout closer to the blockage. 


problems you will not be able to clear 
with tools made for the average home- 
owner. Frozen drains, crushed under- 
ground piping, stoppages in large 
diameter drains (such as the main 
building drain) and solid obstructions 
will require commercial drain cleaning 
and/or excavation equipment that is 
best operated by professionals. 

Good waste system hygiene is 
always the easiest way to keep drains 
healthy and avoid problems: 

e Watch what goes down the 
drain. Hold those diapers tightly when 
rinsing in the toilet 
and be careful about 
allowing toys in the 
tub with children. 
(One weeble jammed 
in a tub drain can ruin 
an entire Saturday.) 

* Keep the toi- 
let seat cover down. 
This helps to keep out 
lipstick, brushes, deo- 
dorant, combs, and 
bars of soap that seem 


to be magnetically 
attracted to the toilet 
when they slip free of 


your hands. 
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e Use kitchen basket strainers. 
Don't remove them simply because it’s 
hard to push kernels of corn through 
them — they're there for just this rea- 
son. 

e Run plenty of cold water 
when operating the garbage dispos- 
er. This flow flushes the line and 
reduces the chance that wastes will col- 
lect at a trap or obstruction. 

Never pour grease, paint, oil, 
or any hazardous waste down any 
drain. These materials can clog or 
damage piping, disposal systems, and 
the environment. 

Drain surgery is not fun or even 
satisfying work for most stable adults. 
There is little reward in clearing a stop- 
page; you simply end up back where 
you should have been before the flood, 
except now you must clean black slime 
off the shower walls and your back 
aches. A small amount of attention to 
preventative action will allow you to 
spend your time at more enjoyable 
home improvement projects. ih 


Stan Patey is a master plumber and president 
of Patey & Company, Inc. of Gloucester, 
Massachusetts, a residential plumbing and 

heating contracting firm. 


Photographs by Stan Patey 


TINY OLD-HOUSE LIVING TN, 
oe 


Cabins, Cottages, and 


Miniature Mansions 


ueen Annes, 
Italianates, and other large, amply chambered old houses get plenty of 
attention in books and magazines, but what about the old houses no bigger 


than a single room? Tiny houses, which can be defined as dwellings 


under 500 square feet, dot the landscape from coast to coast. 
To find out more about these diminutive domiciles, back in 1991 we asked 
readers to send in their photos of tiny old houses and stories 


about what old-house living is like surrounded by only four walls. 


(From left to right) Three historic tiny old houses: A replica of Thoreau's cabin on Walden Pond, the Children's 


Playhouse on the grounds of the Park-McCullough House, and Jefferson's Honeymoon Cottage at Monticello. 


Photos (left to right) courtesy of: the Thoreau Society; Park-McCullough House; 59 SEPTEMBER *OCTOBER 1992 
Thomas Jefferson Memorial Foundation, Inc. 


The history of tiny 
houses can be traced back 
to North America’s earli- 
est settlers, when one- 

room, post-and-beam 
buildings were quickly 
constructed for shelter. 
As 


West, small-but-service- 


pioneers moved 
able houses, such as 
shotguns and log cab- 
ins, paved the way for 
larger communities. 
Often, tiny houses 
provided basic living 
necessities as a main 
house was being 
constructed; after 
the main house was 
completed, tiny 
houses might be- 
come outbuild- 
ings. While the 
stately Monticel- 
lo was being 
built, Thomas 
Jefferson took 


up residence in 


a 210 sq. ft. 


brick building, 


known as the 


Throughout three seasons, we devoted two days of every week to the 
restoration until our cabin, sporting a new roof, was finished. 


Honeymoon which later became a 


kitchen/schoolroom. Other tiny dwellings were built out 


Cottage, 


of a desire for simplicity, such as Henry David Thoreau’s 
famous small house on Walden Pond or the Campground 
Gothic cottages used for religious retreats. Many of these 
tiny old houses still exist and have been given a second life 
as offices, playhouses, and seasonal — or even year-round 
— homes. The appeal of tiny old houses lies in their 
compact size, which requires some ingenuity to make 
comfortable, as the following two tales describe. Our 
thanks to all who wrote. 


Log Cabin Life 


Y HUSBAND, RAY, AND I HAVE A HISTORY OF DOING 

the unusual. We have restored several homes 

and built our first camp from an old house 
and barn that we dismantled. In February of 1991, Ray 
and I snowmobiled to a close friend’s log cabin in the 
woods. Since it was my first visit, I was given a tour of the 
place and the surrounding property. Next to our friend’s 
house sat an old, one-room log cabin, falling into disre- 
pair. The cabin was 16’ x 14’ with a ten-foot porch incor- 
porated under one roof. Inside, a stairway led to a small 
loft. I immediately fell in love with it! My husband and I 
were searching for a new project, so out friend kindly gave 
us the log cabin to restore. 


When the ice and snow had receded, we began dis- 
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mantling the cabin. The original windows and stairway were 
salvaged, but we couldn't save the original cedar shingles or 
the broken front door. Another minor disappointment was 
discovering that the original floor was rotten. Once the frost 
had left, we moved the dismantled cabin to a 

parcel of land that we owned in the foothills 

of the Adirondack Mountains. 

After extensive research, we placed 
the cabin’s construction around 1930. Our 
cabin was built for Bessie Conklin Bryden, 
the descendant of an original settler in the 
area. Originally, the log cabin was going 
to be a small museum or a playhouse for 
our granddaughter. Then the idea of liv- 
ing there began to appeal to me. After 
all, we had worked so hard to restore it! 
Unable to resist the opportunity, we 
spent one night in our cozy cabin and 
immediately decided to make it our 
“home away from home.” 


When we first moved in, my cently, i} E n the 1920s. Re 
husband and I were bumping into Cana aS Moved to 
A P g r Texas a Tehua- 
each other and knocking books, 127 Nd rest 
g ae ae oe Ored. Th 
dishes, and clothes on the floor new gr Yilding apne 
e 
whenever we turned around. It also 66a. Y and Cream pai sii 
Beat i a n 
seemed that if I picked up an item, T Ch the main hoy € job 
s 
I had to rearrange the cabin to & music Stu €- Useq 
z houses di O it 
find a place to put it down! Yet, a baby arena now 
our enthusiasm for living there Stead of People Plano in 
did not diminish, even when we 
were faced with the task of PELIE 
Tehua es 


bringing the mattress 
and bedsprings up the 
stairs to the loft. At one 
point, we thought the 
stairs would have to be 
taken out, but thanks 
to my husband’s inge- 


nuity, we hoisted them 
straight up and in. 

Our heat is pro- 
vided by a large 
propane furnace in- 
stalled where a window 
was (we didn't want to 
cut a hole in the wall) 
and we also have elec- 
tricity. The first meal I 
“cooked” in the cabin 


and 


mi- 


macaroni 
the 


crowave oven. It tasted 


was 


It's a tight squeeze in our one-room log cabin, 
but furniture that does double-duty, like the replica cobbler's bench 


which serves as an end table and storage space, helps. 


cheese in 


delicious because it was spiced with the flavor of our suc- 
cess! Yes, I have a microwave oven (and a one-burner hot 
plate) because there is no room for a stove. It is amazing 
how quickly we discarded non-essentials for the basic of 
everyday living. Since we don't have running water, I have 

to allow room for water containers. We in- 


stalled a sink with a drain 
to the basement, and I 
use a movable Formica- 
covered board over the 
sink as counterspace. To 
prevent them from freez- 
ing, I leave all of our 
canned goods in the re- 
frigerator. In the living ar- 
eas, I have eliminated end 
tables, and instead use an 
old wooden box and a 
replica cobbler’s bench, 
which double as storage 
space. In the loft, our bed- 
room only has headroom in 
the center, so there isn’t any 
wall space for closets. 

Because of our demand- 
ing business, we stay part of the 
week in our apartment, so for 
three days a week the cabin 
serves as a year-round getaway for 
us. I really don't miss a stove, clos- 
et space, or a full bathroom be- 
cause we have chosen 
this 
lifestyle. Right now, we 


scaled-down 


don't have a phone or a 
television set and I 
would like it to stay 
that way, but my hus- 
band enjoys more com- 
forts. Eventually, we 
might give up the 
couch for two chairs 
and a small TV. Slowly, 
we are developing a sys- 
tem for co-existing in 
our log home and can 
look around with pride 
in our accomplishment. 
It is definitely an ad- 
venture. 
— ALICE F. GROWER 
Poland, New York 
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The Dollhouse 


N 1980, MY MOTHER PURCHASED A TINY COTTAGE ON 

Cape Cod, nicknamed “the Dollhouse,” for use as 

a family summer home. It is located within the 
Yarmouth Camp Ground, a community which began 
as a campground for methodist religious meetings in 
1863. The camp-meeting idea combined worshipping 
and socializing in the late 
roth century. 

Originally, the cottages 
were family tents, which were 
canvas-covered wooden frames 
mounted on wooden plat- 
forms. As families began to 
stay for longer amounts of 
time, the canvas sides were re- 
placed with wood. The 
Yarmouth Camp Ground 
reached a maximum of 150 to 
160 cottages. Over time, some 
were removed or destroyed by 
storms, so that by 1932 there 
were approximately 75 cottages 
left, the number that remains 
today. Several different sizes 
and styles of cottages emerged 
over the years. Our cottage is 
in the most common style, 


“Campground Gothic,” that 


(top left) As part of the renovation, the Yarmouth Camp Ground 
preferred that our cottage was moved one spot over. 
(top right) The roofline of the new addition echoes the Dollhouse's 
original one. (above) A peek inside the one-room cottage 
shows its exposed | framing. 


head. In the kitchen, open shelves and a make-shift, L- 
shaped counter served as cupboards, but the only true 
storage space was a small closet under the stairs. Reaching 
the toilet enclosure, which didn’t include a shower or a 
tub, required going out the kitchen door. 

The vacationing demands of my three sisters, 
their families, my mother, and myself, plus the desire 
for indoor plumbing, all prompted ambitious plans for 
the expansion of the cottage. 
We doubled the original 350 
sq. ft. to a palatial 675 sq. ft. 
(not including 120 sq. ft. of 
screened porch), but still pre- 
served the entire original 
Gothic “room.” Discreetly 
added were a kitchen/break- 
fast area opening onto a 
screened porch and an attic- 
storey sleeping area with the 
prized indoor bathroom. 

True to the original, the 
cottage remains uninsulated 
with the framing exposed in- 
side and slated for the leisurely 
addition of white paint. Each 
sister-in-residence always pur- 


sues some small improvement, 
lending campground charm to 
the whole project. Just inside 
the door hangs a small paint- 


has a gable roof of cedar shin- 
gles, gingerbread decoration, and tongue-and-groove, ran- 
dom-width board siding. Its floor plan was one of the 
most basic: a 10’ x 12’ living room with steep, ladder-like 
staircase in one corner leading to a sleeping room above. 
The bedroom only had headroom at the tidge, which 
made it difficult to walk around with out bumping your 


ing which was found in the 

cottage. It shows the cottage as seen from the porch of 

one across Simpson Avenue, imparting the colors and 

flavors of summertime at this now secular, yet still spiri- 

tually uplifting retreat. 

— JANE TREACY 
Washington, D.C. 
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CUSTOM DOORS 


Which Offer Unlimited Possibilities 


Let us work with you to create a personal, 
distinct entrance. 

We build insulated doors of native woods with 
the highest standards of craftsmanship for 
beauty and durability. 

Color brochure $2 
LAMSON-TAYLOR CUSTOM DOORS 
5 TUCKER ROAD 
SOUTH ACWORTH, NH 03607 
603-835-2992 


From the Heart of the South... 


ANTIQUE 
HEART PINE 
FLOORING 


Custom Milling from Antique Beams 


Heart Pine + Heart Cypress 
Cabinetry + Beams 
Stairtreads » Paneling 


AMERICAN 
HARDWOOD 
FLOORING 


Quartersawn » Wide Widths Long Lengths 
Red Oak + Black Walnut 
White Oak + Ash + Maple 
American Cherry 


Albany Woodworks 


P.O. Box 729+ Albany, LA 70711 + 504/567-1155 
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Decorative Metal Ceilings 


Original turn-of-the-century patterns 


Using eighty year old dies, the W. F. Norman Corporation is once 
again producing metal plates for the design of ceilings and wall cover- 
ings. Their growing popularity stems not only from nostalgia but 
from their beauty, permanence, fireproofing and economy. 

The fullness of the Hi-Art™ line — including center plates, corner 


plates, border plates, cornice and filler plates — permits classic 
designs to be produced that are architecturally proportioned for an 


exact fit. 


Write for reproduction copy of 72 page illustrated catalog. Price $3. 


W.F. Norman Corporation 


P.O. Box 323 è Nevada, Missouri 64772 è 1-800-641-4038 


RUTLAND 


If Ea need to w 
pe ch, use the jot: 
rand you sera i 
n . de or L le 
can, y you joof Patch umae 
the same built-in $ z 
dependability X 
that your grandfather 


trusted since 
the 1920's. 


Wet or Dry 
Roof Cement 


Brush or trowel on in the worst weather to stop 
water damage instantly. Excellent adhesion 
on wet surfaces. 


Heavy Duty 
Roof Cement #4 


A heavy duty patch that will hold and last. 
Apply with a trowel in warm weather 
for best results. 


In cartridges, gallons and 5 gal. pails. 


UTILAN RUTLAND PRODUCTS 
Box 340 


EAUS Rutland Vermont 05702-0340 
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ANTIQUE 
REPRODUCTION 
SHOWERHEAD 


12-inch Diameter 


The most luxurious and soothing shower 
imaginable will be yours with this decora- 
tive 12-inch diameter Country French-style 
showerhead. A unique, self-contained 
reservoir neutralizes outlet water pres- 
sure and lets water fall rain-gentle through 
more than 450 openings in a pattern large 
enough to cover your entire body. The 
sensation can only be described as "in- 
credible”. Available in either polished brass 
or chrome reservoir with stainless faces. 
Installs to standard 1/2" piping quickly and 
easily with J.B. Adapter. 


JB Products, Inc., 500 N. Oakwood Rd. 
Lake Zurich, IL 60047 (708) 438-9100. 


JB Products is a division of Arrow Pneumatics, Inc. 
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RESTORATION PRODUCTS 


CLASSIC KITCHEN CABINETRY 


F YOU LOVE OLD HOUSES AND OLD 
kitchens, but want historically- 


appropriate cabinets, check out the 
Kennebec Company. They create 
new, traditional-style kitchens based 
on historic cabinetry designs that 
blend with period interiors. A con- 
sulting service of designers and cab- 
inetmakers work out a floor plan for 
your kitchen, taking into account the 


The Kennebec Company designs, plans, 
and handcrafts the cabinetry for 
traditionally-styled kitchens, 


room's special architectural details, 
such as windows that aren't standard 


height. The cabinetry is then hand- 


crafted to suit your kitchen. Made 
of cherry or pine, the cabinets have 
inset doors that are flush with the 
frame — a classic construction detail 
from the 1700s. Since this early cab- 
inetry configuration remained essen- 
tially the same through the Victori- 
an era as well, adding more bold 
detailing, such as moulded cornice, 
makes them appropriate for turn-of- 
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by Lynn Elliott 


the-century kitchens. 
For more information, 
contact The Kennebec 
Company, One Front 
Street, Dept. OHJ, Bath, 


ME 04530; (207) 443-2131. 


FROM KETTLES 
TO BROOMSTICKS 
T'S A LOT OF FUN TO BROWSE THROUGH 
Lehman's Non-Electric Catalog! 
Lehman Hardware 
supplies the Amish 
with items that are 
now difficult to get 
in our high tech soci- 
ety, so the catalog’s 
pages are filled with 
many old-time, non- 
kitchen 
appliances and cook- 
ware. Hand-cranked 


electrical 


ice cream machines, 
blue “granny-ware” 
bowls, Dutch oven 
replacement doors, 
old-fashioned crock- 
ery with blue trim, cast-iron skillets 
and kettles (including 100-gallon 
English pots!), and corn-straw 
brooms are just a few of 
the historically-appro- 
priate kitchen items list- 
ed. For hearty souls who 
want to get “back to 
basics,” there are butter 
churns, fruit presses for 
cider, cheese and yogurt 
incubators, and mills for 
grinding wheat, corn, and 
rice. For a catalog, send $2 to Lehman 
Hardware and Appliances, 4779 
Kidron Rd., P.O. Box 41, Dept. OHJ, 
Kidron, OH 44636; (216) 857-5757. 
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For Kitchens Full of Good Things 


«+» INCLUDING 
THE KITCHEN SINK 


OU CAN PICK UP STAIN- 
ge steel sinks at any 
building center, but where 

do you go for pre-1940 
metals? For copper kitchen 
Antique Baths and 


Kitchens, which reproduces them 


sinks, try 


from turn-of-the-century originals. 
The copper sinks come in four dif- 
ferent styles: the original sink, the 
bar sink, the single basin with a 
curved wall to offset the drain, and 
the divided double basin. Formed 
from heavy gauge copper, the sinks 
have handhammered top flanges and 
soldered seams. The bottom seams 
are reinforced with copper rivets. All 
of the copper sinks can be designed 
to top or bottom mount counters. 
Since the sinks don't have a lacquer 
finish on the copper, they can be 
cleaned with a mild cleanser and pol- 
ished. Accessories, such as faucets 
and nickel- or brass-plated drains, 


are available. For information, contact 
Antique Baths & Kitchens, 2220 Carl- 
ton Way, Dept. OHJ, Santa Barbara, 
CA 93109; (805) 962-8598. 


This divided double basin was reproduced 
from an early-1900s original. 


VIYYLYYLYLYLNZSI 
AAAAAAAAA [NZ | 
CLASSIC 
HARDWOOD 
REPRODUCTIONS 
OF BORDERS 
AND FULL ROOM 
PATTERNED 
FLOORING 
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CIRCA 
1880-1920 


HISTORIC 
FLOORS 
OF OSHKOSH 


P.O. Box 572 
Oshkosh, WI 54902 
(414)233-0075 


AP 
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CALL OR WRITE FOR 
FREE LITERATURE 
OR SEND $25.00 
FOR FINISHED 
BORDER SAMPLE. 
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Anytime Anywhere Anywood 


~ CURVED or 
STRAIGHT 
MOLDINGS 


Both are yours with a W&H 
Molder/Planer 


Thousands of professionals and 
serious woodworkers use our American- 
made cast iron molder/ planers to 
produce smooth moldings, raised 
panels, crowns and curved molding. 

In the shop or at the job site, 
W&H meets your needs every day 
with quick knife changeover and 
ultimate versatility with all kinds 
of wood. 

Over 40 years of experience 
supports our products with a 5 year 
warranty! Call or write today for our 
FREE information kit! 
800-258-1380 (USA) 603-654-6828 
FAX 603-654-5446 


Williams & Hussey 
Machine Co., Inc. 
Dept. 5621M 

P.O. Box 1149 Wilton, NH 03086 
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Architectural Sheet Metal a 


Now available from the W.F. Norman Corporation, makers of Hi-Art® Steel Ceilings - a 
complete, 94-year-old line of architectural sheet metal omamentation including: 


* moldings + balusters * finials 
* brackets *urns * scrolls 
* corbels * capitals * leaves 
* rosettes * festoons * friezes 


4 and weathervanes. 
el ¿Complete catalog $2.50 P.O. Box 323 
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ANTIQUE “© 
ee FIXTURES 


§ Claw Tubs © Brass & Chrome 
Showers ® Shower Rings @ 
Pedestal Sinks ¢ Faucets ® Oak 
High Tank Toilets © Cage 
Showers ® Cross Handles 
Porcelain ® Hard-to-Find Parts 
e A Huge Selection of 
Accessories ® Expert Advice 


Plumbing Catalog 
$6.00 


HISTORIC 
WALLPAPERS 


1770's-1920's 


Send for information and a complete 
sample pack of wallpapers and borders in 


each of the following ranges: 


GEORGIAN/FEDERAL 
COLONIAL REVIVAL 
18 Samples $5. 
VICTORIAN 
14 Samples $5. 


ARTS AND CRAFTS/EDWARDIAN 
16 Samples $5. 


T 


CHARLES RUPERT. 


2004 OAK BAY AVE. VICTORIA, B.C. 
CANADA V8R1E4 (604) 592-4916 


* marquee * crestings * lion heads 
enrichments * garlands * conductor heads 

+ glass pendant * panel and fittings 
frames ornaments 


+ Over 1300 catalog items available in zinc or copper. Custom reproduction inquiries invited. 
= W.F. Norman also produces building comices, lintels, capitals, window hoods, finials 


W.F. NORMAN CORP. 
Nevada, MO 64772 


Ey, 


Call toll free 1-800-366-3347. We accept VISA/MC/AMEX 
THE FINEST LAMP & FIXTURE RESTORATION AVAILABLE. 
ROY ELECTRIC CO., Inc. NYC & LI (718) 434-7002 

SHOWROOM: 1054 Coney Island Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11230 P 


-4038 
(in Missoun: 417-667-5552) EXQT 


AND TURN OF THE CENTURY 4 


j Chandeliers, Sconces & Fixtures 


© Design e Replacement 
© Contract Parts & 

© Manufacturer Glass Shades 
Restoration 


THE MOST COMPLETE 
SOURCE FOR ANTIQUE 
AND REPRODUCTION 
GAS, OIL AND 
ELECTRIC LIGHTING 


Lighting Catalog $5.00 


Authentic 
Finishing Touch to 
Your Home 


Choose from over 100 styles of 
curtains and window treatments 
- in warm colors, 
cheerful prints 
and a wide 
selection of 
fabrics and 
patterns... 
many designs 
available 
only from 
Country 
y. Curtains“ 


PLEASE CALL TOLL FREE: 
1-800-876-6123, 24 hours a day 


g Please send FREE 
catalog. 


ADDRESS 
CITY 
SIALE 


Connie Guan 


At The Red Lion Inn 
Dept. 4182 , Stockbridge, MA 01262 


© 1992 Country Curtains, Inc. 
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RESTORATION PRODUCTS 


NOW YOU’RE 
COOKIN’ 


OU MAY THINK THAT THE ONLY 
ac turn-of-the-century kitchen stoves 
left are antique ones, but Heartland 
Appliance continues to make authen- 
tic wood-burning cookstoves as well 
as updated models in gas or electric. 
Today, the cookstoves are produced in 
two sizes: the original Oval, which was 
first introduced in 1906, and the more 
compact Sweetheart. These wood-burn- 
ing stoves have six cooklids, airtight gas- 
keted doors, and bell-shaped dampers 
that limit the fire's air supply. The cook- 
stoves have nickel trim and a porcelain 
finish in white, almond, black, or cus- 


Liz's Antique Hardware also carries hardware 


parts, such as knob spindles, cylinder locks, 


and casters, 


È 


This 62" H x 2714" D Sweetheart Range 


bas an extra-deep firebox. 


tom colors. A complete line of gas and 

electric ranges are also offered. Heart- 
land Appliances, Inc., 5 Hoffman St., 
Dept. OHJ, Kitchener, Ontario, Cana- 
da N2M 3M5; (519) 743-8111. 


A MATCH MADE IN 
(HARDWARE) HEAVEN 
LD-HOUSE OWNERS TRYING TO 

O track down a missing Eastlake 
doorplate or a Rococo doorknob are in 
luck. Liz’s Antique Hardware has start- 
ed nationwide matching service for 
hardware. With a large hardware inven- 
tory from the 1820s to the 1950s, own- 
er Liz Gordon-Philippe can usually find 
what you need. Doorknobs, hinges and 
doorplates in the Victorian, Eastlake, 
Arts & Crafts, and Art Deco styles are 
plentiful, and there are limited amounts 
of early 1800s and Art Nouveau pieces 
too. If she doesn’t have the item in stock, 
the hardware is located through other 
sources. There is a $10 fee for the ser- 
vice, plus the cost of the hardware. Send 
a photo or a sketch of the missing 
item and its measurements to Liz’s 
Antique Hardware, 3821 Park Blvd., 
Dept. OHJ, San Diego, CA 92103, 
(619) 297-6502. 


KNOTEWORTHY KNOBS 


NCE A UBIQUITIOUS DETAIL IN 
O early 2oth-century kitchens, 
crystal cabinet knobs are now hard 
to find, but you can still get them 
at Crown City Hardware. Made 
of lead crystal, the reproduction cab- 
inet knobs are hand cut in a hexagonal 
design. The 1", 1⁄4", or 1⁄2" cabinet 


Hard-to-Find Hard Goods 


knobs come in a variety of authentic 
colors, such as depression pink, cobalt, 
emerald, and white milk glass. Crystal 
doorknobs are also offered in the col- 
lection. The crystal cabinet knobs 
range in price from $6.50 to $13.50, and 
the door knobs are from $100 and $145. 
Crown City Hardware Co., 1047 N. 
Allen Ave., Dept. OHJ, Pasadena, CA 
91104; (818) 794-1188. 


Nickel or brass plated screws are included 


with the cabinet knobs. 


STOVES OLD & RENEWED 


HE THERMOSTAT ON YOUR CHAM- 

bers gas range won't work and 
now the valves won't turn. Before you 
give up on your old stove, check out 
Harrington's Appliance in California, 
which repairs and restores old stoves 
and refrigerators. With a large inven- 
tory of parts for 1920 to 1960 stoves, 
Harrington's usually has an item in 
stock, but can also remanufacture miss- 
ing parts. Another service they offer is 
the reporcelainizing of old stoves and 
refrigerators. The most popular col- 
ors are almond, white, and black, but a 
whole spectrum of other shades are 
available. Harrington's Appliance 2926 
Upas St., Dept. OHJ, San Diego, CA 
92104; (619) 298-7171. 
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hs: (bottom left) William Bloombuff: 
right) Christopher Harting 


AUTHENTIC Buy direct from the manufacturer! | Hand crafted 
HANDMADE BRICK A delicate touch of the past in brass and porcelain. faucets and fittings 


: JT15 Kitchen or 
Prices are Lavatory Faucet 
for polished | 8" to 14" (adjust.) * 


brass finish. | Our price $220 


; | Chrome or lacquered brass available. 


JT14 Lavatory Faucet 
Fits 6" to 12" center. 


I Our price $195 


JT10 Tub filler with | 
hand held shower. $ 
e Complete line of handmade brick aa Our price $245 
e Restoration matches AF z A 
+ Full line special shapes 2 Í Fits 6" to 12" center. 
e Pavers, any size or style = À d Our price $185 
e We can solve your brick problems - 3 ~ »j < 
7 4 ~ Prices subject JT12 Lavatory Faucet 
GONG Carolina © EERE without notice. Our price $155 
Brick Company — m 5 


ceramic crafters 


{JT16 Lavatory Faucet 


To place an order or more information, call or write: 


475 Majolica Rd. 1-800-697-3871 Free 
salar NC 28144 1-617-331-3871 available. 


704-636-8850 Wene | 346 Washington St., Suite 200, Braintree, MA 02184 | 


F A LOVE OF THE 
ene Enkeboll Desig e) TE HEART... 
7 f America's premier 
a i flooring manufactured 


from antique heart 


| S | om zA 7 des pine timbers 


] 


! | = $ J.L. Powell & Co. Inc. 
TALIN | 37 Y x ji = - (919) 642-8989 + (800) 227-2007 
avail KAA, V Ya S 600 South Madison Street 

F % A Whiteville, N.C. 28472 


Soe A E 


16506 Avalor n Be ulevi ard C arson, C alifor ‘nia 90746 
g & Design Dc 
Please — pres isement: OHJ 1 
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TEWART feon Vers (rany 


Traditions in Ornamental Iron for over 100 years. 


+ Forge and anvil construction. Write for our new “1913 Catalog” 
+ Victorian/Edwardian styles. (Enclose $2 for handling and postage.) 

¢ Fences/gates. 20 West 18th Street 

¢ Custom design. Covington, KY 41012-2612 


RH LOG HOUSES. . .and other 
18th & 19th century build- 
ing materials salvaged from 
old houses, grist mills, and 
barns: 

e hand hewn logs o 
". . provides the novice old-house owner with the information ° flooring ° 
needed to judge the date of a dwelling, [and] determine its e windows e 
style..." John Curtis, Dir., Cur. Dept., Old Sturbridge Village e doors e 


"For people interested in learning more about their old houses, e hardware e 
this book will take them a giant step in the right direction." 
Donald Carpentier, Dir., Eastfield Village, New York Sylvan Brandt 
Learn your house's hidden history for $10.95 + $2.50 S/H 
(Visa/MC/AmEx/Disc - Ohio Residents add 7% tax) 653 Main Street Lititz, PA 17543 


To Order Call: Book Stacks Unlimited, Inc. (717) 626-4520 
(216) 861-0467 1375 East 9th St., #2260; Cleveland, OH 44114-1724 Fax: (717) 626-5867 


(Recommended by Library Journal, 185p., paperback) 


Shining Examples. 


Harrington™ has created the 
ultimate blend of vintage styling and 
contemporary technology... the 
VICTORIAN collection. 


Precision crafted from solid brass, 
including the spray units, these 
faucet sets are ideal for restoration or 
nostalgic applications. Available 

in four lustrous finishes including 
Perma-Brass™ and Pewter. 


Quarter-turn ceramic disc valves 
are warranted for life; 
Perma-Brass® finish for five years. 


Starting at under $500. 


Call 1-800-522-7336 


for a free brochure. 


HARDWARE +Plus, Inc. 
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Cartouches 
Friezes 
Centerpieces 
Brackets 


vy 
Py. 


“ty 


Niches 
Cornice 
Grilles 
Mouldings 


We offer over 1500 handcrafted plaster 
ornaments for the building industry. 
Custom reproduction is also available. 


The Fischer & Jirouch Co. 
4821 Superior Ave. 
Cleveland, OH 44103 


A. BULLEYE 
P E B. BEADED CASING 
B- C. WAINSCOT 
rgi D. BASEBOARD 
: | fat E. FINISHED END 
sca F. BASEBOARD 
| ip CORNER 
i)  — G. BASEBLOCK 


pe e 
A 
=) PINT li 


G 
+ OVER 1000 PROFILES 
* REPRODUCTIONS OUR SPECIALTY 
* $50.00 BLADE CHARGE 
* BULLSEYES, BASEBLOCKS 
* CORBELS, ARCHES, MANTELS 
« ACCESSORIES 
* CUSTOMS WELCOME! 
» WE SHIP ANYWHERE! 
+ SHIPMENT IN 7-10 DAYS!!! 

+ NEW 114 PAGE CATALOG...$5.95 
(206) 252-8374 
TOLL-FREE 800-627-8437 
FAX (206) 258-4334 
~ Established 1978 ~ 


2820 Rucker Ave. 
Everett, WA 98201 


Bus. Tel. (216) 361-3840 


FAX Tel. (216) 361-0650 


WOOD REPAIR 


Durham’s Rock Hard 
Water Putty can handle 


a Many kinds of repair 


needs. It can be 
sawed, chiseled, pol- 
ished, colored, and 
molded. It sticks and 
stays put, will not 
shrink. It fills cracks, 
crevices, joints, 
knots, and nail 


STICKS, STAYS But holes. 


WILL NOT SHRINK 


DURHAM 
It permanently CICK HARD `S ? 
adheres in wood, Segno amo #22 
plaster, and tile. 2. 
Ideal for use by 
woodworkers, 
painters, electri- & 
cians, and car- 
penters. Available through hardware, 
lumber and building material dealers, 
and paint distributors from coast 
to coast. 


DONALD DURHAM CO. 
Box 804-HJ m Des Moines, lowa 50304 


7I 


The Heartland 30" 
Gas or Electric Range 


$ City/State/Zip: 


Send $2.00 for a full colour 
catalogue and the location of 
your nearest Heartland Dealer. 


Heartland also has available 48" classic 


cookstoves in electric, natural gas, propane 
and woodburning models. 


Heartland 
Appliances Inc. 


5 Hoffman Street 
Kitchener, Ontario, N2M 3M5 
(519) 743-8111 


f Name: 


E l Address: 


į Telephone: 
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RESTORER'S NOTEBOOK 


DOORKNOB DIMPLES 


HAVE BEEN RESTORING OLD HOMES 
I since 1979 and I’m always coming 
across holes left by doorknobs that 
bang into walls. The simplest way I've 
found to correct the problem is to fill 
the hole with spray foam insulation. 
After letting it dry until it is hard 
enough to work with, I take a flush- 
cutting saw and trim the foam even 
with the wall, then sand as smooth as 
possible. Generally, there are air pock- 
ets in the foam that remain. These are 
filled with regular drywall mud or 
spackling compound. After that has 
dried, the wall gets sanded smooth 
and is then ready for paint. 

Besides repairing the wall at 


minimal cost, the area is now solid 
and cannot be damaged again — at 
least to the extent of punching out 
another hole. 


— MARK AZIERE 
Tulsa, Oklahoma 


STRAINING BEFORE PAINTING 


eee WHEN YOU OPEN A 
partially full can of paint you 
find a few lumps of pigment, hard par- 


ticles, or whatever in the paint. Some- 


times, this paint is a special hard-to- 


match color or valuable extra you have 


set aside for future touch-ups. 

When you have to get these 
mysterious lumps out of either latex 
or oil-base paint, pour it through a 
piece of polyester “cut to fit” air con- 
ditioner filter. Place a piece of filter 
over the top of a container and fasten 
it down with a rubber band. Then, 
make a depression in the center with 
your fingers so that the paint will cre- 
ate a pool and pour slowly. You can 
buy new cans at most paint dealers if 
you need a cleaner and tighter-fitting 
container. 


— JOHN KETCHAM 

Lewiston, Ill. 

contined on page 66 
pag 
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ARROYO CONTINENTAL ma 


Antiques Arroyo 
Craftsman® 
* Extraordinary 19th & Collection 
20th century original 
chandeliers, wall * Fine architectural 
sconces, lamps from landscape 
U.S. & Europe lighting 
* For those wanting the Largest direct 
Goldenrod® Collection rare, the unique, mail distributor of Continental Collection 
e American Mission/Prairie ai i mane oT à Rela ia e or early 20th 
Arts & Crafts Lighting . bieiin , one of a kin century originals 


* Traditional to contemporary 
flair 


* Soft lined, timeless simple 
design 


e Variety of metal finishes, 


e Accurate reproductions of 
period pieces, perfect for 
bungalow/Craftsman and other 


restorations Brass Light Gallery 


* Simple, timeless design also 


; ; lass 
perfect for clean, crisp look in 1 gt kl 
new contemporary environments of Milwaukee * Kitchen, dining room, 
* Residəntialcomtmerical A unique manufacturer and direct marketer of bathroom, hall 
applications quality architectural lighting. 


RESTORATION 


Victorian 
Restorations Collection 
* Quality polishing or e Reproductions 
custom finishing, of late 19th 
rewiring, lengthening turn of century 
à mitted + Small residential to pieces 
Commerical Lighting / ; - Restored Prismatics 
nA large commercial * Chandeliers, 

Custom Capabilities * Lighting, decorative wall sconces * Older, original crystal clear 

* Larger or smaller fixtures hardware, fireplace * For period glass adapted and refitted 

* Detailed themed lighting TES ey in in our workshops for today's 

, * Service ilable b use 
~ dusiem caeians | mail para e Residential, bed Custom solid poles, length 
, . id poles, S, 
* Homes, theme parks, country and breakfast, finishes j r 
clubs, hotels, shops, restaurants commercial 
* Kitchen, loft, office 

Preferred and ordered by homeowners, Manufactured in our Milwaukee workshops- sold directly to you ! 
architects, designers, builders and contraciors 
who know quality and good design. E Brass Light Gallery 


: i Copyright 1992 
Send $4 for literature. (refundable with order) 131 S. Ist Street + Milwaukee, WI 53204 Brass L che: Inc. 


RESTORERS NOTEBOOK 


A SHORT STACK 


IKE MOST WOODWORKERS, I PREFER TO 
ee stack-type dado cutters because 
of their accuracy, squareness, and the 
flat bottoms they produce. However, 
recently I had a dilemma when I decid- 
ed to replace some built-in shelving 
using ready-made 3/4" panels. Although 
these panels were great-looking, none 
were a true 3/4" in thickness after sand- 
ing at the factory had reduced them by 
12" or so. 

The problem I ran into was that 
stack-type dado cutters are adjustable 
in only 46" increments, meaning that 


TAAL 


a 3/4" stack cut a dado that was too 


sloppy, and an "6" stack cut one too 
tight to assemble. I overcame the prob- 


lem by using shims of heavy paper 


The Kennebec Look 


Classic design, unequaled craftsmanship. 
Visit our showroom or send for brochure. 


IA Front Street Bath, Maine 04530 207-443-2131 
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my cutter. Starting with an 116" 
stack, I added shims until I had a 
“set” that cut the size dado I want- 
ed. The over-cut of the chipper 
blades compensated for any 
potential gaps in the finished 
work. The dado produced 
was perfect in every way — not 
too tight and just loose enough for ample 
glue and easy assembly. 
— ARTHUR A. CORBETT 
W. Concord, Mass. 


JAWS OF LEATHER 


AKE PADS FOR PIPE CLAMP JAWS FROM 
an old boot or piece of scrap 
leather. Cut the pads in the shape of 


the jaws, leaving enough material at 
one end of each to cut a hole and a 


a AAOS 
KENNEBEC 
(ompariy 


“Designers 6. Cabinetmakers 


74 


Pipe clamp pads 

made from leather cushion 

the metal jaws and prevent them 
from leaving marks in soft woods 
such as pine or poplar. 


pads over the pipe for suitable 
positioning. The leather will pro- 


tect the wood being glued from mar- 


ring by the pipe jaws. 


— R.M. WOODBURY 
Belfast, Maine 


TIPS TO SHARE? Do you have any hints 
or short cuts that might help other old- 
house owners? We'll page $25 for any 
how-to items used in this “Restorer's 
Notebook” column. Write to Notebook 
Editor, Old-House Journal, 2 Main Street, 


between the inner chipper blades of slit. This will enable you to slide the Gloucester, MA 01930. 


Custom Manufactured 


AUTHENTIC COLONIAL 
WOODEN BLINDS 


All of our blinds are made expressly 
for Your windows with a choice of 
any paint color or natural wood- 
tone. 


We also manufacture Traditional 
and Plantation Shutters. 


Call or write for Brochure and price. 
DEVENCO PRODUCTS. INC. 
Attn: Department OHJ 10.92 
Box 700 Decatur, GA 30031 
(404) 378-4597 
(800) 888-4597 


s5 


a 
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Erie Landmark Company offers custom- 
lettered bronze markers for indoor- 
outdoor use. 


-National Register Plaques: 
starting from $ 50.00 
-Custom wording: 
starting from $ 90.00 
-All sizes from Medallions to 
Roadside Markers 
-Graphics & Logos Reproduced 
-Metal Photo Images 
-"In Our Time"-Time Capsules 
-Discounts to Historical Societies 


Call or send for FREE brochure: 


Erie Landmark Company 
4449 Brookfield Corporate Dr. 
Chantilly VA 22021-1642 
Toll Free: 1-800-874-7848 
Fax: 703-818-2157 


Satisfaction guaranteed 
Please allow 6-8 weeks for delivery 


A Gift of 
Heritage... 


Learn how you may ensure the 
preservation of your historic 
home and help protect America’s 
rich and diverse history through 
a donation of your home to the 
National Trust for Historic 
Preservation. Please contact: 


Susan Gutchess 
National Trust for 
Historic Preservation 
Box 2A 

1785 Massachussetts 
Avenue, N.W. 

| Washington, DC 20036 
(202)673-4175 


We have the only authentic 7 
Williamsburg colors  } 
outside of Williamsburg. 


Lots of people make so-called “colonial” colors, but Martin-Senour® is the only 
paint company to have earned the name “WILLIAMSBURG?” as the official 
paint of the Colonial Williamsburg Historic Foundation. So don't settle for a 
pale imitation. For genuine WILLIAMSBURG colors, choose Martin-Senour 
Paints. Call 1-800-542-8468, for a Martin-Senour dealer near you. 

MA 

ay We make your place 
someplace special” ® Identifies trademarks owned by the Colonial Williamsburg Foundation, Reg. U.S. Pat. Off. 


"cig NG ¢ 
Intetio paint 
Meine LAT LATEX WALL fiee 


WHITE WHITE 742-2011 


1991 Martin-Senour Paints 


THE BEST BUYS IN SPIRAL STAIRS! 


METAL VICTORIAN 


P 


For 3'6” Diameter 
(Hts. 8°0” to 


8 81/2”) 


(Hts. 8'0” to i Only f 


For 4’ Diameter @ 
(Hts. 8'0” to 
9” 


* FOB. Broomall, PA. Other Diameters and fioor-to-fioor heights at comparable savings. 


EASY-TO-ASSEMBLE-KITS vetoi 


Kits in stock for immediate shipping or pick-up.) 


NOW! SHOWROOM/WAREHOUSE LOCATIONS IN: 
Broomall, PA (215) 544-7100 
Pomona, CA (714) 598-5766 
Sarasota, FL (813) 923-1479 
Houston, TX (713) 789-0648 
Chicago, IL (708) 952-9010 
Stamford,CT (203) 325-8466 


From the Leading Manufacturer 


of Spiral Stairs 


75 


Call or Write For Free Color Brochure: 
THE IRON SHOP, Dept HJ 92, Box 547,400 Reed Rd., 
Broomall, PA 19008 Call Toll Free:1-800-523-7427 


Specify Metal Oak 
Name 
Address 


City State Zip. 
MasterCard * Visa * Amex ¢ Discover 


THE IRON SHOP 


© The Iron Shop 1991 


Victorian 
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Historie Howse P lais 


ail-order plans have a long history in shaping the resi- 


dential architecture of the country. Of the thousands of house plans available today, few exhibit good design and a grasp of 


historical proportion and detail. So, in response to requests from OHJ readers, the editors have “done the homework”: We've 


hand-picked plans. In each issue, we offer the most attractive, authentic, and buildable of the historical designs, from all peri- 


ods of American architectural history. Let us know what plans you're looking for. 


You can order actual blueprints for all the houses featured. Plans conform to national building-code standards — 


however, modifications are usually necessary for your site and local requirements, so you'll probably need the assistance of a 


professional designer (your builder may qualify) or an architect. 


For the houses shown in 
this issue, blueprints include: 
e Foundation plan for base- 
ment or crawl space. (Crawl 
space plans can easily be 


adapted for full basements by 


your builder.) 

e Detailed floor plans show- 
ing all dimensions for fram- 
ing, plus detailed layout and 
location of electrical and 
plumbing components. 

e Interior elevations are 
included in some plans, 
showing interior views of 
kitchen, bath, fireplace, built- 
ins, and cabinet designs. 

* Window and door schedule. 


* Building cross sections: cor- 
nice, fireplace, and cabinet 
sections when needed to help 
your builder understand 
major interior details. 

e Framing diagrams that 
show layouts of framing 
pieces and their locations for 
roof, first and second floors. 
e Energy-saving specs, 
including vapor barriers, 
insulated sheathing, caulking 
and foam-sealant areas, batt 
insulation, and attic exhaust 
ventilators. 


Why order multiple sets? 
If you're serious about 


building, you'll need a set 
each for the general contrac- 
tor, mortgage lender, elec- 
trician, plumber, 
heating/ventilating contrac- 
tor, building permit depart- 
ment, other township use or 
interior designer, and one 
for yourself. Ordering the 
8-set plan saves money and 
additional shipping charges. 
Other notes: (1) Plans are 
copyrighted, and they are 
printed for you when you 
order. Therefore, they are not 
refundable. If you order addi- 
tional sets of the same plan 
within 30 days of your origi- 


nal order, you can purchase 
them for $15 each. (2) Mir- 
ror-reverse plans are useful 
when the house would fit the 
site better “flopped.” For this 
you need one set of mirror- 
reverse plans for the contrac- 
tor; but because the reverse 
plans have backwards letter- 
ing and dimensions, all other 
sets should be ordered right- 
reading. (3) Heating and air- 
conditioning layouts are not 
included. You need a local 
mechanical contractor to size 
and locate the proper unit for 
your specific conditions of 


climate and site. 


OHJ HOUSE PLAN SERVICE 


Please send the following: 
PLAN NAME 


2 Main Street, Gloucester, MA 01930 


#1 LJ ONE COMPLETE SET OF WORKING DRAWINGS 


H2 EVE SERIO AGRA GE Seir ar hari E tee ta SRR ia 


#3 (J EIGHT-SET PACKAGE .......s000 
#4 L ADDITIONAL SETS OVER 8 OF WORKING DRAWINGS @ $I 5EA ccseccssssssssccssssssscsssssssesssssssssssessssssescccssseccosseseseec$ 
#5 (LJ PLEASE INCLUDE I ADDITIONAL SET OF MIRROR REVERSE @ $25 

ADD POSTAGE & HANDLING.. 


SEND TO. 


ADDRESS 


CITY 


STATE. 


Please allow 3 weeks for delivery. 
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Benco 
Paint Stripper 


#B4 Methylene Chloride Semi Paste 
#B24 Non-Methylene Chloride Semi Paste 


Fast-Acting Industrial Products 
Excellent for: 
Wood ¢ Metal ¢ Brick ¢ Stone 
Easy to Use 


Save Money!! 
Buy Direct from Manufacturer 
No Middleman! 


For a Free Catalog, call or write: 
800-854-4874 ° FAX 615-484-7614 
PO Box 1215 « Crossville, TN 38557 


SPRING 
COUNTERBALANCES 


Struggling with your win- 
dows? Replace old pulleys, 
weights, and ropes for smooth, 
trouble-free operation. 


No need to remove the sash. 
Send for more information 


through the Reader's Service 
section of this issue. 


Pullman Mfg. Corp. 


PHONE: 716-334-1350 FAX: 716-359-4460 


M 


= 


catalog 
for the 


We print our 


S 


Push Button 
Light Switches 


SOLID BRASS 
COVERS 


* DECORATIVE 


4 

P 43 
Victorian-style wood, gas 

or electric cookstoves 


* PLAIN 


The world’s largest Amish community 
(it’s here in Ohio, not PA) relies on our 
2,000 item catalog. Traditional Heart- 
land cookstoves are a favorite: Old 
World craftsmanship, breathtaking 
nickel trim & functional roast-size 
ovens. Choose wood-fired (money-sav- 
ing airtight design) or elegant electric or 
gas versions. Grain mills, oil lamps, cast 
cookware, crockery & 100’s of items 
you had no idea were still available! It’s 
guaranteed different W- íE 
from any other catalog { A 


you ever saw! 


* CHROME 


* BROWN 


* IVORY 
* OAK 


For Color Brochure Send $1.50 to: 
Classic Accents 
P.O. Box 1181 - Dept. OH 
Southgate, MI 48195 


Rush me your Armish country catalog. I am enclosing $2. 
Mail to: Lehman's, Box 41, Dept I-JBL, Kidron, OH 44636 


Name 


Address 


(313) 282-5525 
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Southern Queen Anne 


HE MASSING OF THIS ONE AND ONE-HALF STOREY QUEEN ANNE IS 

distinctly Southern, but the decorative exterior with cutaway bay 

window, delicate spindlework, and ridge-top finials has a universal 
appeal. Although only 1,350 sq. ft., the floor plan incorporates three spacious 
bedrooms and two full baths. Aside from the walk-in closet and private 
bath, the master bedroom has a dormer window, which with the addition 
of a seat is a perfect spot to curl up with a classic book. Downstairs, the 
U-shaped kitchen with washer and dryer is easily accessible from the dining 
and living rooms, which is an asset when entertaining guests. 
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BE BROOM DINING 
10° x 128 Me x 14° 


PARLOR 
l4° = (6° 


BEDORODSM 
\Qex |4° 


Plan: HH-02-V] 


Costs: $150; $250 (set of 5); $350 (set of 8) 

Square Footage: 1,350 (total), 964 (first floor), 
386 (second floor) 

Ceiling Height: 9' (first floor), 8' (second floor) 

Overall Dimensions: 


Width: 36', Depth: 37' 
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BEDROOM 
114 x 19° 


second floor 


/ WOOD MANTLES 


CAPITALS 


| BRACKETS 


<= go 


WOOD MOULDINGS 
COMPOSITION & WOOD FIBER ORNAMENTS 


Established 1893 312/847-6300 


DECORATORS SUPPLY CORPORATION 
3610 S. MORGAN ST. * CHICAGO, IL 60609 


The Brillion Collection 


Reproductions of Antique Wallpaper 
1850-1910 


Victorian Collectibles Ltd. offers authentic 
reproductions of many wonderful Victorian designs, 
produced in their original breathtaking colors through 
modern silkscreeen technology. Patterns include swags, 
cabbage roses, medallions, tulips and stripes, just to name 
a few. This collection has 1377 different wall, border and 
ceiling designs, all originally drawn 
by American artists. 


Victorian Collectibles Lto. 
Restoration Rofessionals of the Victorian Fast 


845 East Glenbrook Road, Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53217 (414) 352-6971 Fax (414) 352-7290 
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The Grate Heater. Energy efficient insert for your 
wood burning fireplace, up to 40,000 BTU's/hr. 


Gas Logs. Add warmth to your masonry or 
built-in fireplace. Available in six models. 


Model 4000INC. High 
efficiency Gas insert for your 
preexisting fireplace. 

Remote Control available with all gas units. 


Heap Heat up your hearth by 
choosing an energy efficient 
wood burning or gas insert 

for heat; or if you just want the look of 
a cozy fire-choose from one of several 
gas log sets. 

Ask about our complete line of gas 
and wood burning fireplace products. 


For those wanting beauty, warmth,and efficiency 


from their fireplace, Heat-N-Glo is the 
‘Smart Choice' in Fireplace Products. 


FIREPLACE SUPPLIER FOR SMART HOUSE wits 
We 


MMM 


HEAT-N-G 


i m atin 0-6697 -HEAT(4328) 


SEPTEMBER * OCTOBER 1992 


Vie@ran Gingerbread Fateris 


AKE YOUR OWN FANCY FRETWORK LJ =. 
M details! We have collected 15 A ‘5 j 
different authentic designs for ' s 

/ 


eave and porch brackets, spandrels, gable 
ornaments, and railing balusters that are 
appropriate for a late-19th-century house 
— whether it’s a Queen Anne or a Folk 
Victorian. These plans are full-sized 
patterns that are intended to be glued to 
cardboard to make sturdy templates. Using 
the template as a guide, the pattern is then 


traced onto wood stock and cut out with a 
sabre saw. Once the detail is sanded and 
painted, it’s ready to be installed on your 
porch or gable. 

Plan: HH-03-GA 

Cost: $17.50 

Dimensions: 

6" to 23" long, depending upon item. 


An 1860s Carriage Parn 


IMPLY-STYLED CARRIAGE BARNS, SIMILAR TO THIS 
plan, were popular in rural settings in the mid-1gth 
century. Adapted as a garage, this outbuilding 

has an uncommon L-shaped parking arrangement 

and a sliding barn door accented by an overhead 

transom. Upstairs, a pull-down stairway 

provides access to a storage loft with 


limited headroom. 
Plan: CD-o08-GA 


Cost: $50 
Square Footage: 600! 
Height: 24' 4" to the ridge. 


Overall Dimensions: 


Width: 22', Depth: 30' 


Plaster Washers 


Now you can save and restore 
your plaster ceilings and walls 
for just pennies. 


mma.. pot 


Charles St. Supply Co. 
54 Charles Street 
Boston Ma. 02114 


Call: (617) 367-9046 


or (800) 382 4360 
Low prices - Fast delivery 
Call in your order today! 

Orders shipped within 24 hours 
Next day delivery available 
VISA and MasterCard accepted 
10 doz. for $10 - 21 doz. for $20 
Complete starter kits $15.00 & up. 


Now Available 


Protect your family from 
the #1 environmental 
health threat to children! 


e Results in Seconds e 
e Works on any Surface » 


Lead Paint? 


CALL TOLL FREE 


1-800-262-LEAD 


Ext. 318 


OUR FREE VIDEO EXPLAINS IT ALL 


The intriquing history of river-recovered Heart Pine 


Visit us at Booth 407 
REHABITAT 


..where things 


always turn your way! 


we turn: 
Porch & 
Stairway 


e balusters 


e newels 


e spandrels 


e finials 
& 
Furniture Parts 


FREE BROCHURE 
FREE QUOTES 


National Decks, Inc. 
P.O. Box 722 
Andover, NY 14806 


1-800-437-8876 
607-478-5252 
FAX 607-587-9398 
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Š NN at 


sy A steel needle strips 
ae K ri — Effective, humane 


IN A RECENT POLL 
100% OF THOSE 
BIRDS INTERVIEWED 
FOUND OUR PRODUCT 
TOTALLY REPELLING 


MALITE Lite WORKS 1) 


Nixalite stainless 


bird control. For 
the whole story, contact us. 


NIXALITE g TAMERICA 
AST OK 27 DE 61244 


800-624-1189 > FAX 309-755-0077 
SPECIALISTS IN BIRD CONTROL é| 
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CASEMENT 


ANCE 


HARDWARE 


“The Easy Hardware” 


Hardware offered in plated zinc or solid brass. 
Transom and awning applications. 
For further information or brochure, contact: 


/Wurco / VINCENT WHITNEY COMPANY 
MANUFACTURERS ¢ SASH HARDWARE • DUMBWAITERS 


60 Liberty Ship Way/P.O. Box 335 


SINCE 1929 


(800) 332-3286 


Fireplace & 

Chimney 

Restoration 

Specialists 

e Lining (all types) 

e Rebuilding 

e Repairs 

e Chimney 
Cleaning 

e Chimney Caps 

Serving Tri-State 


Area Since 1960 


CERTIFIED 
CHIMNEY 


CONTRACTORS 


Fully Insured 


RESTORATION 


3122 Route 10 West © Denville, NJ 07834 
NJ (201) 361-1783 » NY (212) 724-9411 


1-800-432-1019 
Residential-Commercial-Institutional 
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Sausalito, CA 94966/(415) 332-3260 
FAX (415) 332-0816 


Restoration Glass will 


change your view of history. 


Why are architects specifying authentic 
Restoration Glass™? Because it’s imperfect. 

Each sheet is made by craftsmen, using 
the original cylinder method. Yet this glass 


easily meets today’s building codes. And it’s 


available in two levels of distortion. 

Once you've seen the difference Restora- 
tion Glass makes, no true restoration will 
look authentic without it. 

For details call toll-free 800-221-7379. 


In New Jersey: 201-471-1733. gPa 
Fax: 201-471-3475. = £ Z 
S.A. Bendheim Co., Inc. Foras? 


61 Willett Street 


Passaic, NJ 07055. Bendheim | 


82 


Fax: 203-767-3238 


eee 


CUSTOM 
WOOD TURNINGS 


e Balusters for staircases, decks, 
porches and fences 
e Newel posts 
e Porch posts to 12’ 
e Column bases 
e Fluting 
e Spiral rope twist 
e Finials 
e Furniture parts 
— Bed posts 
— Lamps 
— Spoon foot legs 
No minimum order 
Shipment coordination 
Reasonable Cross Country Rates 
For a free estimate call: 


203-767-3236 


Catalog $2.50 
156 Main Street 
P.O. Box 338 
Ivoryton, CT 06442 


HISTORICAL BUILDINGS 
AVAILABLE FOR REMOVAL 


The historic complex known as 
the Edgewood Farm, dating from the 
late 19th Century to the early 20th 
Century, consists of 22 buildings in- 
cluding a mansion, tenant houses, 
tobacco barns and sheds. 

The complex as a whole has been 
determined to be eligible for listing 
in the National Register of Historic 
Places. Individual buildings may not 
possess historical significance. 

These structures are located in 
Southside Virginia near the town of 
Clover, Virginia in Halifax County 
and are being offered for relocation, 
restoration and preservation. Struc- 
tures must be removed from the pre- 
sent Site. 


Proposals will be accepted between 
June 15 and September 12, 1992. 


For an informational packet and bid- 
ding instructions, please contact: 


Ms. Salud Astruc 
Old Dominion Electric Cooperative 
4201 Dominion Boulevard 
Glen Allen, Virginia 23060 
(804) 747-0592 


lls 


= WIDE PINE FLOORING *¥ 
& Paneling (12” to 21” wide) =—1'5S 


Sterling 


Sterling 


Eastern 


White Pine 
Southern 5F5 Non-Flammable Paint Remover 
Mellow Ping ° #1 in New England for 35 years! 
Wide Oak e Strips wood, metal, glass & masonry bacon ruune 
Ship-lapped ° Preferred over national brands ame maa pen o 
Fine ° Safe, quick & effective 
° Ask for it by name 
Installation “Dealer evel invited THE POLYURETHANE ALTERNATIVE 
Nation Wide Carlisle Restoration Lumber E Fast Drying E Economical 


HCR 32 Box 679, Dept. FH 
Stoddard, N.H. 03464-9712 


603-446-3937 
Quality Materials Since 1969 


E LE 


E Seals Wood E Dries Clear 

E Needs No Waxing R 
For a free refinishing brochure, write: E Gloss or Satin Finish yer 
SCL Corp., Box J, Dept. OHJ, Malden, Ma. 02148 


BATHAvont 
Wlashinarias 
Fae ead 


"i pi 


The Brickyard 
P.O. Box A 
Harrisonville, MO 64701 


SELECTION! 
BRASS 
Reproduction 


Hardware 
and 
Wood Carvings! 


Early American Bathroom 
FIXTURES & ACCESSORIES 
Send $3 For Complete Color Catalog 


Now available in very limited quantities- 
Authentic decades-old unused clinker brick. 
Due to changes in brick manufacture, when 
these are gone there won't be any more. 
Write for free literature or send $10.00 for 


price list, color photos and sample brick. 


A eee 
For all renovation projects! E Cate 


SEND $1.00 FOR CATALOG TO: 
Van Dyke’s Restorers 
Dept. D90 - Woonsocket, SD 57385 


(209) 728-2031 
BOX 1020 OHe MURPHYS, CA 95247 


Genuine Mahogany 
For The Price Of Oak 
=p Now you can offer 
the beauty & character 


ALUMINUM PRODUCTS 
Custom Fabrication 
CORNICES 


LOUVERS Beal on all 
CUPOLAS (0) your projects... 
Buying direct makes 


COLUMNS 


BALUSTRADES it affordable. 


SHUTTERS pidit ir eq : 
n ’ a “OLD COLONIAL HOUSES” — A portfolio 
URNS & BALLS 1-3/4" X 3’-0 of thirty-two colonial plans of exact repro- 
6’-8” SLAB rye nouses has now a oom anion ERA 
. 7 - pe Cod and other Colonials,” a 
Baked on fimishes available Collection G wantyi four sketches and floor 
r plans. The booklets show floor plans and 
call or write Four Panel $389 elevations of colonial houses that have been 
Six Panel $409 faithfully and accurately reproduced on the 


AMPBELLSVILLE 


exterior to shapes and sizes of the originals 
built in the 17th and 18th century. The 
interiors have been up-dated to conform to 
our present day living needs and are not 
necessarily similar to the originals. Many 
small interior sketches are shown 
suggesting interior fire place walls, stairs, 
etc. All plans can be treated in the colonial 
manner, i.e. exposed beams, wide floor 
boards, paneled walls, etc. Building plans 
are available for all of these true authentic 
colonial designs and are sent first class 
mail for early arrival. 


Call for quote {Eight Panel $439 


NDUSTRIES, INC. 


P.O. Box 278, Dept. OHJ “CUSTOM SIZES OUR SPECIALTY” 
Campbellsville, KY 42718 


502-465-8135 


A large selection of doors, jambs, 
casings and moldings available. 
Honduran Mahogany, Rosewood and Pine 
Catalog with wood sample avail. - $4 | 


U.S. DOOR & MILLWORK 


(617) 424-7090 


fax (617) 424-0245 
P.O. BOX 1, BOSTON, MA 02199 


0% of profits are used for reforestation 
and to help indigenous peoples. 


Reply to: E. POLLITT, 61 Vista Dr. 
Easton, Ct. 06612 


Old Cape Cod & other Colonials (24) $5.00 O 
Old Colonial Houses (32) $5.500 


To change your address, inquire 
| about your subscription, or renew 
af it, contact: 

Old-House Journal 
P.O. Box 58017 
Boulder, CO 80322-8017 
(800) 234-3797 


Name 
Street 
City. i State. 


Old-House Journal 


SAFFORD, AZ — Olney House Bed & Breakfast, 
Nat'l Historic Reg., recently restored 1890 Western 
Colonial Revival, 2 -storey red brick has 24 columns 
with Corinthian caps on front porch and veranda, 14 
rooms & 2 cottages on 1/4 ac., beautifully landscaped 
with auto. drip system. Pocket doors, 12 ft. ceilings, 5 
F.P., oak and maple floors, ceramic tile baths and 
kitchen, abundant woodwork throughout. 325K (602) 
428-5118. 


SONOMA CouNTY, CA — Elegantly renovated 1916 
vernacular farmhouse on 2+ acre apple orchard. Views 
of mountains and redwoods, one hour from San Fran- 
CISCO. 3 2 baths, 3 fireplaces, beamed ceil- 
ings, sii, loft sitting room w/ wood stove, separate 
office and wine cellar. $549, ooo. Johanna Caddel Pol- 
ley, Polley & Madsen (707) 823-8567 


3 bedroom, 3-44 


CHATHAM, VA — Charming, 2-storey, turn-of-cen- 
tury farmhouse on 60 quiet acres, minutes from his- 
toric Chatham. 3-4 bedrooms, complete baths, large 
country kitchen, den, dining room, music room, 
Florida room, and 4 working fireplaces. Beaded board 
ceilings and walls throughout. Large deck, fruit trees, 
grapevines, gardens. Bold creek, meandering stream 
and springs. Outbuildings plus real “outhouse.” Par- 
tial fencing. Completely renovated, low taxes, and to- 
bacco available. $175,000 owner/agent. (804) 432- 
9776. 


Pomona, CA — Exquisite Georgian Revival built 
1926, approx. 
hogany woodwork, antique lighting. 12 rooms & 3-1/2 
baths on 1/2 acre. English Gardens, carriage house, 
greenhouse. Too many amenities to mention. 
$495,000. Call (714) 622-4055. 


Warwick, NY — Circa 1760. 5 bedrooms, 1-1/2 
baths, working fireplaces. Many nice original features; 


3:700 sq. ft. updated. Oak floors, ma- 


some restoration needed. On unusual 1/2 acre, par- 
tially wooded, large creek. Excellent older neighbor- 
hood, convenient to NYC. $125,000. (914) 986-3154. 


Bow, WA — 1892 Victorian, 2-storey. 20 minutes 
from Mt. Vernon. 20,000 sq. ft. of home and 1,400 sq. 
ft. of antique shop on main road to Cascades. Has 
barn and shop. $240,000 seller terms. Call Ben Griff- 
en (206) 766-6613. 


WALTHAM, MA — Federal c.1790, 2-storey brick 10 
room farmhouse. 5/6 bedrooms, 6 fireplaces, 2-1/2 
baths; 3 bedroom cottage; barn (6,000 sq. ft.); 2 beau- 


tiful acres. Cottage rental income. Historical restric- 
tions; abuts SPNEA Lyman Estate. $575,000. Jon 
Haywood, 284 Islington Rd., Auburndale, MA 02166 
or call (617) 965-8418. 


LOUISVILLE, GA — Powell-Austin House. c.1796 
and 1850s. Ten room vernacular cottage. Five fire- 
places. Original mantel in one front parlor, wide pine 
floor, interior screens & wide plank ceiling. Front fa- 
cade flush board. Door entering into each double 
front parlors. Structurally sound. Some roof repairs 
required. New mechanical systems needed. One-acre, 
intown lot includes 19th-century cabin used as rental 
unit. $85,000. Georgia Trust for Historic Preservation 
Revolving Fund, 1516 Peachtree St., NW, Atlanta, GA 
30309; (404) 881-9980. 


BALDWIN COUNTY, GA — Surrey Lane, c.1889. 54- 
acre vernacular farmstead with eight outbuildings, 
nine miles N.W. of Milledgeville. Main residence has 
two parlors, central hall, two bedrooms, 1- -1/2 baths, 
glassed breezeway with eating area. Some moderniza- 
tion may be desirable. property must remain intact. 
$200,000. Georgia Trust for Historic Preservation 
Revolving Fund, 1516 Peachtree St., NW, Atlanta, GA 
30309; (404) 881-9980. 


CoweTA County, GA — Hunter House. c.1830. 
One-storey, brick Federal house approx. 10 miles 
southeast of Newnan. Raised g granite foundation. 
Four-room central hall plan. Large fireplace in each 
room. Original Federal woodwork. Central doorway, 
elliptical fanlight and sidelights. New systems neces- 
sary. $40,000. Georgia Trust for Historic Preserva- 
tion Revolving Fund, 1516 Peachtree st., NW, Atlanta, 
GA 30309; (404) 881-9980. 


GRAND JUNCTION, CO — 4o acres right on Col- 
orado River, big trees, private, marvelous red rock 
canyon, waterfall. Handcut stone/shingle 1895 home, 
2-storey, 13 rooms + attic, 2 bath, large 
corner bedroom with deck, remodeled but needs his- 
toric restoration. 3 acres irrigated. Glorious river trips 
and Kokopelli’s bike trail start here. $360,000. Jack 
Treece Land Sales (303) 243-4170. 


6,000 sq. ft., 


OCEAN GROVE, NJ — c.1870s house, 3 bedroom, 1- 
1/2 baths, renovated kitchen plus more. Historic 
town in very family oriented community. Six blocks 
to beach. Close to major transportation. 65 miles to 
NYC. $110,000. Contact: P. Donovan (908) 775- 
4267. 


SHREWSBURY, NJ — 1789, 2-storey, 8 room, 2 bath 
Colonial. Large hall, full attic & sewing room, fire- 
places, much original glass, on .8 acre amidst three 
historic churches in center of village in State Historic 
District, with seperate income-producing carriage 
house. (908) 741-3323. 

WESTFORD, MA — 1794 Colonial 7,000 sq. ft., 12+ 
rooms, 4-5 bedrooms, 4 baths, 3,600 sq. ft. carriage 
house, 7,200 sq. ft. priceless, 3-storey antique barn 
with 3 holer, all excellent oasis. 2.3 acres, build- 
able lot, new boiler, electrical, b&f alarm, wrap- 
around porch/porte cochere, 5 working fireplaces, in- 
laid hardwood floors, center historic area. $450,000. 
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Robert Parker (508) 443-4933- 


PERQUIMANS COUNTY, NC — Land's End Planta- 
tion on Little River near Albemarle Sound. 1830-1837 
Federal/Greek Revival brick mansion on full base- 
ment with third floor ballroom. Intact interiors with 
Asher Benjamin detailing. Numerous outbuildings. 
100 acres. $450,000. Preservation/North Carolina. 
(919) 832-3652. 

SEARSPORT, ME — Restored circa 1820's Colonial 
Revival Sea Captain’s House with ocean views on Rt. 
1. Residential and/or commercial use. Four large bed- 
rooms 3 baths incl. whirlpool jacuzzi. Fireplaces, spa- 
cious formal dining rm, den, eat-in kitchen. Attached 
big barn. Call Jim Rose 207-548-6117 


REDLANDS, CA — 1900 Victorian Cottage, large cor- 
ner lot. 3 br, 1 3/4 baths , wrap-around porch, natural 
Southern Pine woodwork. $189,200. Redlands, with 
its small town atmosphere is known for its elegant 
Victorian homes. Several presently on the market. 
Call Barbara Wixon - Coldwell Banker Realty Center 
- (714) 793-8519. 

MATTHEW, VA — “Springhill” ca. 1774 Georgian 
on 25 landscaped acres. 3-car garage. Two barns. Four 
outbuildings. 800’ + waterfront. 6’ MLW at dock. 
Five bedrooms. Six baths. 4,445 square feet. Dave 
Johnston “The Old House Man”. IsaBell Horsley 
Realty, 804-758-0740. 


SPENCER COUNTY, KY — circa 1830 log house. 1-1/2 
story. Clapboard siding. Four rooms, two stone chim- 
neys, old windows and flooring. Must be moved. 
$15,000. 502-477-5719. 


BRISTOL, RI — 1809 C harleston-style hipped Federal 
designed by and built for Russell Warren. Restored 
by Preservation Society craftsmen. Double helix stair- 
way. Wrap-around porch. Seven large rooms, 1-1 /2 
baths, six working fireplaces. All new systems. Beauti- 
ful enclosed garden. National landmark. Call 401-253- 
8352. 


PERQUIMANS COUNTY, NC — Greek Revival 
Stockton Plantation. 1840 clapboard tripartite with 
Doric portico on raised basement. Greek Revival 
woodwork and mantels. Needs restoration. 3,200 sq. 
ft. 6+ acres near Albemarle Sound and Edenton. 
$38,000. Preservation/ North Carolina. Call (919) 
832-3652. 


PENTWATER, MI — 1910 beautifully restored Geor- 
gian. 4 bedrooms, 2.5 baths, big bright kitchen, huge 
living room with fireplace, dining room and sunroom. 
Refinished hardwood floors throughout, new electric 
system, skylit atrium in upstairs hallway/sitting area 
and 4-car garage. Located on a triple lot in charming 
village on Lake Michigan. $195,000. (313) 544-2022. 


HOUusTON, TX — 1890's disassembled 2-storey Vic- 
torian house with double wrap porches, used in a 
movie; now in storage, approx. 3,500 sq. ft; siding and 
roofing not included; will sell only with architectural 
services to reassemble. (713) 863-0375. 


CAMBRIA COUNTY, PA — Brick Tudor turn-of-the- 
century Thaw mansion, abounding in history, ele- 


20 Years of Energy Saving Lighting! 


THE ORIGINAL CAST” 
LIGHTING 


Samael 


A Division of Art Directions, Inc. 
6120 Delmar Blvd. e St. Louis, MO 63112 
314-863-1895 


WEATHER YANES ax 


| COPPER TOP 
5 CUPOLAS 


AMERICA’S 
LARGEST and FINEST 
SELECTION. 
Choose from Thousands 
Available or Have Us 
Custom Craft Something 
Special Just For You! 
CALL OR WRITE FOR 
OUR EXTENSIVE 
FREE CATALOGUE 


ACCEPTED 
TOLL FREE 1-800-638-8263 IN RI 401-683-7974 


Crosswinds Gallery 


980-0 EAST MAIN ROAD, PORTSMOUTH, Ri 02871 


: Protect Wall Corners 
’ The Great Old-fashioned Way 


>>, Our unfinished Cornerbeads compliment 
any period or decor. They're among hundreds 
* of hard-to-find, “old style” items we have to 
ts enhance your old house or capture a bit of the 
«ie past in your newer home. Each cornerbead is 
> 47°," x 1," dia., with 90° notch 
`E oo Beechwood. Ea. $10.95; 6 or more $9.30. 
, Oak. Each $13.95; 6 or more $11.85. Add 
. shipping: $3.75 (1-5); $6.50 (6 or more). 
WI residents add 5% tax. VISA/MC, or 
` AMEX accepted. 
: To Order Call TOLL-FREE 
1-800-556-7878 


Or, send for more information 


Crawford's 


CL 
Ae 
4. Old “House “Store 


550 Elizabeth*Rm.841° Waukesha, WI 53186 
Dealer Inquires Invited 


Why put a new 
fan in an old house? - 


EMERSON, 
CIRCA 1900 


DEPT. OHJ 


A Collection of Complete Building Plans 


= Send $2.00 for 
brochure. 


1914 ABRAMS PKY. DALLAS, TEXAS 75214 214-826-7700 


COUNTRY 
DESIGNS 


BARNS, SHEDS, GARAGES, STUDIO COTTAGES, GARAGE APARTMENTS, VACATION HOUSES 
also other accessory buildings and a folio of period fences. 


CUMBERLAND 14 
GENERAL STORE 


One-of-a-kind Merchantile 
Hardware Company. 
Selection of practical items 
and tools for home and 
farmstead, including 
everything from windmills 
to woodstoves, Victorian 
baths to tonics, hand 
pumps, buggies, and more. 280-page catalog. 
$3.00 (refundable w/ order). Send to: 


Cumberland General Store 
Route 3 Box 81 Dept OH99 
Crossville, TN 38555 


Sandblasted Redwood Signs 


With a choice of colors, graphics, and styles; 
You will personalize a distinctive sign that is 
the perfect addition to your classic style home 
Call or write for a free brochure 
(508) 829-6100 
CJ Design » 381 Shrewsbury St. 
Holden, MA 01520 


Wl Arts & Crafts Tiles E Gothic Revival Tiles 


California Arts & Crafts Tile 
Hispano-Moresque Style 


Designs In Tile 


Nouveau Tiles W Persian Revival Tiles 


Box 358 @ Dept J @ Mt Shasta @ CA 96067 
916/926-2629 Color Brochure $3. 


a Neo-Grec Tiles E Murals E Art Deco Tiles fl 


SINL HIOA M SIL 938704 M SL wesr0~w oc I 


AT LAST, A WORTHY COMPANION TO YOUR HERITAGE HOME 
ERECT PRIMED COMPONENTS IN UNDER TWO DAYS 


HERITAGE GARDEN HOUSES 


A Morris Design 


for use as 
Garden retreat 
Pool house 
Potting shed 
Tool storage 
Hot tub enclosure 
Also colonades, seats, 


SUMMER HOUSE $6500 cabinets, gazebos... 


FIFTEEN METICULOUSLY 
CORRECT STYLES: 
Classical 
Victorian 
Japanese 
18th ana 20th C. 


For catalog send $3.00 to HERITAGE GARDEN HOUSES 
CITY VISIONS, INC. 311 SEYMOUR, LANSING MI 48933 
517-372-3385 
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gance and grandeur. 7,000 sq. ft. - 20+ rooms - 129 
rolling acres. West Central PA mountains. B&B, film 
location, restaurant, country club. $ 
886-7175. 


$950,000. (814) 


LANCASTER, PA - adaptive restoration; elegant 2-1/2 
storey row home. Double living rm., lg. dining rm., 
kitchen, 11/2 bath, 4 bedrm., new plumbing, heating, 
electric. Hand-grained entrance foyer, etched beveled 


glass in double doors. $124,900. ( 


IONIA, MI — circa 1895. Large Queen Anne Victori- 
an home with carriage house. 4 bedrooms with possi- 
bility of 5. All original woodwork, incl. elaborate gin- 
gerbred archw 
glass windows, walk-up attic with vaulted ceiling, ce- 


ays and pocket doors, ornate stained 


ramic tile bathrooms. $99,000. Call (517) 332-0151. 


GLOUCESTER, MA — 1756 Colonial in historic dis- 
trict, 2 blocks from harbor with peaks at water and 
boats. 5 bedrooms. Suitable for home office, or con- 
venient in-town living. 35 miles to Boston and Logan 


Airport. $179,000. Call (508) 283-9286. 


St. Louis, MO — EverAfter, built by Henry Shaw, 
founder of Mo. Botanical Garden. 1884 - private park 


w/ fountain, 3000 sq. ft. acre lot; baths-marble, 
soil-fertile, 3 fireplaces, Nat'l His. Register, ideal mid- 
city site. High Victorian splendor w/central air 
$149,500. (314) 776-3997. 


Nyack, NY — 1880 Victorian in pretty Hudson 
River town 30 minutes from Manhattan. Great river 
views. 3 fireplaces. Stained glass windows. French 
doors. Original mouldings and hardwood floors. Di- 
amond in the rough. $175,000. Many other fine old 
homes available in all price ranges. Let me add you to 
my mailing list. Baer & McIntosh. K: 
353-5810. 


Kara Bergam. 914) 


ROCKLAND COUNTY, NY — Sensitively restored 
1790s house, 45 minutes midtown Manhattan. Wide 
floorboards, 3 fireplaces, 4-5 bedrooms. 2 baths. Set 
back on 5 mountainside acres; modern 3-room guest 
cottage. Brochure available. Jan Connor, Ritr, (914) 
634-2350. 

Forest HILL, NEWARK, NJ — Turn of the century 
Dutch Revival Victorian on triple lot in historic dis- 
trict, 30 min. easy commute to NYC. Wrap-around 
porch, beamed ceilings, parquet floors, oak panelling, 
stained glass windows, new kitchen, bulter’s pantry, 6 
bedrooms, 5 rooms, 3-1/2 baths, parlor & with garage 
and 2nd floor 1 bedroom apartment. $230,000. C all 
(201) 482-5488. 


TRENTON, NJ — Elegantly restored 10-room 1920 
Federal overlooking Olmstead-designed park; 6 bed- 
rooms, 2 baths; marble fireplace; formal dining room; 
wrought-iron fence; selected for Cadwalader Heights 
House Tour; hour to NY 
train; $179,900; 


Y and Phila., 5 minutes to 


(609 ) 392-6703. 


S.W. OKLAHOMA — Historic Franklin Hotel. Total 
rooms 75. Rest., banquet room, apts. & rooms. Lots 
of marble. Ex-bldg., lots of potential ex for antique 
mall-bingo hall. Near air base. Owner fin. (trade) 
Foster, PO Box 715, Fredericktown, MO 63645; (314) 
783-2039. 

LACON, IL — 1900 Colonial on triple lot. 1 rooms, 5 
bedrooms with transoms, 2-1/2 baths (master has 


gold-etched tiles and original fixtures). 4,600 sq. ft. 
maple and pine floors, leaded and beveled glass, silk- 
painted dining room, 12” ceilings with columns, li- 
brary and music alcoves, 2 onyx fireplaces. $189,000. 


Call (309) 246-3516. 


BROOKLYN, NY — Elegant Victorian home filled 
with stained glass, chestnut/oak woodwork, built-in 
cabinetry, 5 lg. bedrooms, 2 baths, new EIK with 


French doors to deck and large yard, bsmt, gar. 40 x 
100 prop. $369K (718) 891-2031. 
MORETOWN, VT — 1908 Victorian overlooking the 


Mad River and the Green Mountains. Has an ornate 
central stairway, 9 bedrooms, 3 baths, firplace, hard- 
wood floors, trim and detailing, slate roof, large 
wrap-around porch, National Register eligibility. 
$169,000. Restoration incomplete. (802) 496-6666. 


CARMI, IL — Be King of Your Castle in Center of 


Amer 


ica’s Heartland ( IL/IN/KY Tri-State) George 
Barber's unique 19th-century design/G.D. Getaz 
built. On National Register. Esquisite Woodwork, 
and glass/marble renovations. Call Dee Ann at (618) 
382-4114. 

CUMBERLAND, VA — c.1780s historic Langhorne 
House artfully sited on 15.1 acres. Federal style Colo- 
nial with 3 bedrooms, 6 fireplaces, slate r roof, high 
ceilings, English basement, original millwork and 5 
outbuildings. Informally landscaped with 100 year old 
oak and boxwood trees. $119,900. Bill Locke (804) 
794-7476. 

ARE YOU LOOKING FOR VINTAGE PROPERTY TO PUR- 
cha: 


searching for restoration items or do you have items to 


? Do you have vintage property to sell? Are you 


market? Become part of the National Vi intage Proper- 
ty Marketplace network. Call (800) 647-7789 today. 
WESTMINSTER, VT — Sixty-five acres, mixed hard- 
woods, last cutting was fifty years ago, some trees 


ready for harvest. This land is under forest manage- 
ment. Prime investment, low taxes. Landlocked, ask- 
ing $21, 500. Call Jeanne (802) 886-8297. 


LOUISVILLE, KY — c.1830 log house. Four rooms, 1- 
1/2 storey. Two stone c chimneys, old windows and 
flooring. Excellent condition. Must be moved from 


site. $15,000. Pictures on request. (502) 477-5719. 


WOODRUFF, SC — log house, 19th century, hewn 
logs, three rooms. $13,000 disassembled and delivered. 
(803) 877-0538. 


Wanted 


ART DECO RUGS — 1920s Chinese Art Deco rugs. 
From room size (9 x 12) to 2 x 3s. (201) 228-4635. 


KaRASTAN RUG — Karastan or similar quality Ori- 
ental rug approx. 12X12 tO 12 X 14 in good condition. 
Will consider any pattern this size. Rick Udelhofen, 
P.O. Box 276, Bloomington, WI. 53804 or call 608- 


994-2837 eves. 


VELVET DRAPES — Velvet drapes/valances, fad- 
ed/worn ok. For an 1860's Victorian house in 
Boston. Need long pairs for 9 different rooms. All 
colors welcome. Will pay $25 per pair plus shipping. 
Call C ynthia at 617-783-2421 or fax 617-783-0316. 


Cast/WROUGHT IRON FENCING 
10 foot sections, 4 foot high but very fle bE with “ll 


dimensions. Gates too. Will pick-up or pay shipping 
in Continental USA. David Heininger, P.O. Box 
1466, Tucson, AZ 85702; (602) 628-7106. 


FANCY FRONT Door — for Victorian home. At 
least 36” wide (with or without side light, full oval 
beveled glass or only top half. Send picture and price 
to Marv & Liz Kelly, E. 9511 Woolard Rd., Colbert, 
WA 99005. 
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FENCES & SHUTTERS — Fence, walking gate and 
posts to match (see photo), also interior wooden 
shutters (see same photo). Mike Ziegler, 437 Auburn 
St., Allentown, PA 18103. 215-435-6920. 


ale 


0 


LIGHT Posts & STOVES — Gas street light post, old 
stoves (chambers, Fire King, etc.), slate mantels, 
doors, oak entranceway. W. Blonder, 717 Wood- 
Baltimore, MD 21212. (410) 323-7813. 


bourne Ave., 


CLASSIC CHAMBER’S A-MODEL — c. 1936 gas range, 
VGC, near-perfect white enamel w/black trim, black 
Art Deco legs. Griddle, broiler, 4 burners (incl. Ther- 


mowell), Single oven w/adjacent warming 
oven/storage. No missing parts. Original literature, 
schematics incl. excellent value @ $425. (716) 594- 
5401. 


POCKET Doors — 3! wide by 7' high, oak, circa 1890 
ornamental brass hardware - 4 vertical panels - 2 long 
on top, 2 shorter on bottom. $200 firm. Call (508) 
685-5736 (evenings). 


VICTORIAN BED — over-scaled Victorian 4-poster 
ornamental bed, 8' H x 7' x 7'. Has trundle drawers, 
double spiral columns, steps up 4 sides, solid ma- 
hogany, weight approx. 1,000 Ibs. Top canopy and 
custom matress included. Needs some touch-up fin- 
ishing. Owner asking $8,500.00. FOB. Westwood, N. 
J. Phone (201) 666-0460 or (201) 666-1819. 


CLAWEOOT BATHTUB — 5' “Standard” model, with 
original fixtures. Excellent finish and condition; in 
clean storage for over 50 years. $625. Call (716) 672- 
2231 evenings or weekends. 


LOUVER SHUTTERS — 3 pair stripped, 63" x 15", $60; 
Ice Box - Two door, bottom drawer partially missing, 
dry rot in back legs, $75. ; Waincott commercial type 
ice box al peeling aie, back leg: egs gone, top ope ns, 


large front door, $170. Call (718) 948-3626. 
PANEL SHUTTERS — Seven pair of wood, two panel 


), with attached hardware only, 
from a 200 year old Greek Revival home. Need refin- 


shutters (115" x 58") 


ishing but in good condition, Selling for $50/pr or 
best offer. Springer and Ting, Architects, (914) 762- 
6868. 

EXTERIOR SHUTTERS — 1 pair, 2 sections (13" x 81") 
each side, 3 raised panels on each section. $250. C “all 
(716 ) 652-5445. 


Cast IRON STOVE/OVEN — Isaac A Sheppard and 
Co. Stone Works “Excelsior” circa 1913, coal burner, 
33 1/2" W x 22 1/2" D x 30" H. $250 or b/o. (215) 
233-2090. 


FIREHOUSE SLIDE POLE — from firehouse in Kala- 
mazoo, MI. 19' long brass pole with safety railing for 
around hole. Includes self- -supporting frame for table 


i With The ONLY Listed Two-Liner Cast-In-Place Masonry Process 
ouc : á e First insulates and strengthens e No exterior alterations. 


e Second seals and protects e No metal to corrode. 
e Improves heating efficiency — 


F s F Y e Both are immune to acids and 
i TRULY VICTORIAN” At Ye moisture All for a fraction of the cost of 


GH. R I S TM. A S 3 ta A / ees No guess work. Mechanically rebuilding! 


eE o o mo Ag 
German eon & Dresdens - : Dealership network nationwide. 
j P: Call or write for more information: 


2000 Industrial Ave. 
Sioux Falls, SD 57104 


1-800-843-4417 


HANDCRAFTED 
To The Drip On The Tapered Candles Early American Lighting since 
1938; chandeliers, copper lanterns, 
i and wall sconces. 


Knowledgeable collectors, Res- 
torations and Museums have been 
buying our fine fixtures for over 
30 years. A list is available on 
request. 


ANTIQUE reproduction 
furniture HARDWARE 


GATES MOORE 


River Road, Dept OHJ 
Silvermine Norwalk, Conn. 
06850 - Tel. (203) 847-3231 


HORTON BRASSES 
Nooks Hill Rd. ¢ PO Box 120-L 
Cromwell, CT 06416 © 203-635-4400 
Send $3.00 for a catalog 


| j LIGHTS-MAILBOXES-PLANTERS 
z = FREE BROCHURE & 
NEN 


ALUMINUM 


Sat A era HELEN FOSTER 
SAVE UP TO 40% OFF SUGG. RETAIL. S T E N C l L S 
Color catalog of Victorian & French reproductions. PERIOD DESIGNS FOR THE 
ee Shipped frt, collect ARTS & CRAFTS INTERIOR BRANDON INDUSTRIES 


SS Send $3 for catalog, foreign $6 z 
CATALOG $4 4419 WESTGROVE DR. ¢ DEPT. OHJ 


20 Chestnut St. 
c/MARTHA M. “HOUSE i DALLAS. TX 75248 e (214) 250-0456 


W) 102250. DECATUR ST. DEPT. OHJo82 Tilton, NH-03276 603 286-7214 
MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA 26104 
(205) 264-0558 


194414 ANd 


To repair 
5 sagging Per 
ceilings, simply screw the 
ceiling button up into the lath, 
and cover with skim coat of 
in ora or joint compound. Combo 
Everything needed to do job: 
ceiling buttons, galvanized screws, 
insert bit. $20.00. Ceiling Buttons 
$1.20/doz. (6 doz. min) $16/lb. 
(21 doz/lb.) Screwgun tip no charge. 
Send check with order to: 


FASTENATION 


P.O. Box 1364, Marblehead, MA 01945 
FAX: (617) 539-0534 


Discover our wide selection of architecturally authentic 
cedar gazebos, pre-engineered for easy assembly by the non- 
carpenter. For our 22-pg. catalog, send $3/Mail or $6/FedEx. 
Vixen Hill, Dept. OHJ2, Elverson, PA 19520 © 800-423-2766 


96 styles $35-$95 * Phone (503) 826-9737 
We can recover your frame. Catalog $4 
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mounting and “clamshell” type closures to seal rst 
floor ceiling when not in use. All parts are brass and 
nickel plated brass. $450. Contact W. Lun, Historic 
No. 4 Fire Station, 175 South Kendall, Battle Creek, 
MI 49015. (616) 963-FIRE. 


REPRODUCING PIANO — circa 191. Steinway Grand 
with professionally restored Ampico reproducing 
unit, Ebony satin finish, matching bench, includes 22 
rolls. Call Karrie in Los Angeles at (818) 360-6484. 


GRANITE PAVING STONES — Rare century old red, 
pink and purple square cut stones for drives, walks, 
and patios. Tim Barron, 302 Hazel, Buckner, MO. 
64016. (816) 249-3700 evenings. 


CLAWFOOT Tus — with 3-sided glass shower stall ca. 
1900. Original condition, brass pipes and shower 
frame, 9" porcelain showerhead, porcelain knobs, 
1/2" opaque glass panels 54" x 23", tub - 61" x 32" x 
19", height shower and tub go". Exterior green, interi- 
or porcelain. $1995. Call (903) 892-9091. 


WOODWORK — 21 doors/jambs (2 doubles), 21 win- 
dows (3 leaded). Dental moulding and scrollwork 
trim. Pantry built-ins and baseboard. Never painted. 
Call (603) 448-4804 weekends. (photo) 


SOLID Oak Doors — mantels, bronze fireplaces, 
chandeliers (metal), solid oak trim, solid oak pocket 
door. Call Friday evenings 7 PM - 9 PM or weekends 
8 AM - 9 PM (304) 363-0987; weekdays 8 AM - 4 PM 
(412) 777-1328 (office). 

HISTORICAL ROOFING MATERIALS — Clay tile, con- 
crete tile and slate. Over 500,000 s.f. available. All 
styles, colors and textures. Free descriptive booklet 
and list. Turn your excess inventory into cash. We 
purchased old tile and slate. Robert Raleigh Roofing 
(815) 397-8909. 

PEDESTAL SINK — with fixtures. Unusual medium 
size $85. Wall hung corner sink w/high splash back & 
partial fixtures $75. Both 1940s era - both nice condi- 
tion. Clawfoot 5' tub, no fixtures, one chip on lip $50. 
Call Staten Island, NY; (718) 948-3626. 


FIREPLACE — Victorian white marble fireplace from 
Brooklyn brownstone in perfect condition. Asking 
$1,200. Please call (914) 246-7598. 


VICTORIAN BOOK SHELVES — Each shelf is 7 1/2" 
deep, 3/4" thick, and 36" long. Oak bull nosing with 
indentation for label. Includes 2 cast iron side brack- 
ets 71/2" x 7 1/2" - black, round on top with ornate 
Victorian scrollwork. Came from 1890s Carnegie Li- 
brary. $42 per set. C.O.D. Shipping. Michael P. 
Maxim, 4220 London Rd., Duluth, MN 55804; 
(218) 525-4485. 

BROWNSTONE COLUMNS — with base 2-8', 
Scamozzi capitols $985 each, 2 rare cast iron 
columns 12' tall w/base, ionic capitols $2,500 each, 
also 8 coordinating cast iron pilasters 12’ tall $435 
each. (612) 332-8344. 


FALL WORKSHOPS — Starting mid-September to 
November in Brookfield, CT. Classes and 
workshops in fine craftsmenship, such as glass 
blowing, blacksmithing and weaving, on weekends 
and evenings. Contact the Brookfield Craft Center 
(203) 775-4526. 

STROLL THROUGH HISTORY — September 12 in 
Woodland, California. Docents will lead free walk- 
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ing tours past historic homes and through historic 
downtown Woodland. There will be horse-drawn 
carriages, antique cars, and entertainment along the 
route. Contact Woodland Downtowners, PO Box 
1035, Woodland, California 95695; (916) 666-5269. 


ARTISANS’ FAIR — September 13 in Lincoln, MA. 
Artisans will sell their handmade wares on the 
grounds of historic Codman House. Call (617) 227- 
3956. 


ELGIN HOUSE Tour — September 13 in Elgin, Ili- 
nois. Homes on the tour range in style from Ital- 
ianate to Queen Anne, from full restorations to 
works-in-progress, from ornate mansions to simple 
worker's cottages. Call the Gifford Park Associa- 
tion (708) 742-7763. 

ARBORETUM & FAIRSTED TOUR — September 17 
in Falmouth, Maine. Chartered bus to the Arnold 
Arboretum and Fairsted (home of Frederick L. 
Olmsted), with a reception. Maine Olmstead Al- 
liance, PO Box 6176, Falmouth, Maine 04105. 


TRENTON HOUSE TOUR — September 19 in Tren- 
ton, NJ. Nine grand homes of Tudor, Georgian, 
and Colonial Revival styles from 1910-30. Neigh- 
borhood and park designed by Frederick Law Olm- 
stead. Call (609) 394-5864. 


OLD IRVING PARK HOUSEWALK — September 19 
in Chicago, IL. The housewalk will include historic 
houses in archtectural styles from Victorian to 
Pairie School. Call (312) 282-9553. 


Doors To THE Past — September 19-20 & 26- 
27 in Des Moines, Iowa. This tour features homes 
in the Sherman Hill Historic District, built be- 
tween 1885 and 1905. Eight to ten homes in various 
stages of restoration. Contact Sherman Hill Asso- 
ciation, 756 16th, Des Moines, Iowa 50314; (515) 
284-5717. 

MALDEN House TOUR — September 20 in 
Malden, NJ. The Victorian Society of Malden, NJ, 
will sponsor its 4th public house tour, which fea- 
tures 5 houses in a variety of Victorian architectural 
styles, Call (617) 322-8062. 


MEXICAN WAR STREETS HOUSE TOUR — 
September 20 in Pittsburgh, PA. National Historic 
area of Pittsburgh, PA. 15-20 Victorian-era homes 
open for tour. Contact MWSS, PO Box 6588, Pitts- 
burgh, PA 15212; (412) 323-9030. 


Wausau House Tour — September 26 in 
Wausau, WI. Five houses from the late 19th and 
early 2oth centuries will be open, including Queen 
Annes and Prairie style houses. Contact Mary Jane 
Hettinga (715) 848-6143. 


COLONIAL CRAFTS FESTIVAL — September 27 in 
Ledyard, CT. Crafts include baskets, quilts, pottery, 
cider pressing, fireplace cooking and much more. 
Contact the Ledyard Historical Society (203) 464 
9441. 


TIMBER FRAMING WORKSHOP — September 30 to 
October 4 in Hancock Shaker Village, Hancock, 
MA. Traditional timber framing with Jack Sobon 
& Dave Carlon. Contact Dave Carlon, PO Box 223, 
Windsor, MA 01270; (413) 684-3612. 


Ramapo House Tour — October 3 in Rockland 
County, NewYork. A tour of private residences, 
garden estates, and a chapel set off by the spectacu- 
lar scenery of the Ramapo Mountains. Contact the 
Historical Society of Rockland County for more 
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information at (914) 634-9629. 


VICTORIAN WEEK CELEBRATION — October 9-18 
in Cape May, NJ. Among the popular activities are 
self-guided tours of Victorian homes, walking and 
trolley tours of the Historic District, Victorian 
fashion shows, and a Grand Victorian Ball. Write 
to MAC, PO Box 340, Cape May, NJ 08204. 


FALL House Tour — October 13 in Saratoga 
Springs, NY. Features the interiors and exteriors of 
12-15 historic structures near the renown historic 
race track. Saratoga Springs Preservation Founda- 
tion, Broadway at Lake Ave., Box 442, Saratoga 
Springs, NY 12866; (518) 587-5030. 


7TH ANNUAL BRITISH CONNECTION — October 
14 in New York, NY. A transatlantic exchange of 
ideas on building conservation, with three distin- 
guished British speakers. Contact Building Conser- 
vation International, 1924 Arch St., Philadelphia, 
PA 19103; (215) 567-0547. 

POMONA OLD HOME Tour — October 18 in 
Pomona, CA. Tours and exhibits of arts and crafts 
in the Historic Lincoln Park. Call (714) 622-8022. 


HOUSE AND GARDEN TOUR — October 18 in 
Brooklyn, NY. The Bay Ridge House and Garden 
Tour presents homes built during the post-Victori- 
an era, including Brownstone, Limestone, and Fed- 
eral style houses. Call (718) 836-2087. 


ANNUAL GHOST WALK — October 24 in New 
Bern, NC. Besides touring historic homes, guides 
will lead the way through Cedar Grove Cemetery, 
where resident ghosts will tell their tales. New Bern 
Historical Society, PO Box 119, New Bern, NC 
28563; (919) 638-8558. 


Historic EUTAW PILGRAMAGE — October 24 & 
25 in Eutaw, Alabama. Events will include: a living 
history encampment, re-enactor’s ball, box lunches 
& tea, guided “Olde Strolls,” and an antique sale. 
Contact the Greene County Historical Society 
(205) 372-2871. 

PLANTATION TouR — November 14 in McClel- 
lanville, SC (35 miles north of Charleston). A low- 
country plantation tour of the coastal area, spon- 
sored by the St. James Parish Historical Society. 
(803) 546-4550. 

GORE PLACE — Open until November 15, the 40- 
acre country seat of Governor C. Gore with a large, 
brick mansion (1805) is filled with a superb collec- 
tion of American, European, & Oriental antiques. 
52 Gore St. on Rt. 20, Main Street, Waltham, MA 
02154; (617) 894-2798. 


Authentic Drapings 


Individually Designed 


Work Directly With 
Artisan/Researcher 


i Catalog $16.00 PM) 
¥ “Vintage Valances% 


Box 43326J » Cincinnati, OH 45243 
(513) 561-8665 
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Ceiling Tiles 


The elegance and beauty of yes- 
terday but made of durable, light- + 
weight, high impact polystyrene. 
They are easy to install, paintable a ~ 
and washable. Available in flame 
retardant materials and colors 
other than white at special prices. “& 
Several patterns to choose from » 
plus custom design and molding 
services available. 


Call or write 
i > <>  Snelling’s 


Thermo-Vac, Inc. 
Blanchard. La. 71009 5 
FAX 318-929-7398 p 


.O. Box 210 
h. 318-929-7398 


SHAKER FURNITURE 


An exciting collection of 
Shaker rockers, dining 
chairs, tables, beds and į 
other furniture. Available } | 
in kits or custom-finished. 
All exemplify the 
simplicity and versatile 
beauty of Shaker design. 
Shaker baskets, oval boxes, 
pegboards, pegs, dolls, and 
needlework kits. 

Large selection of 
replacement chair tape. 
New 56 page color catalog 
and 12 tape samples $1.00 


SHAKER WORKSHOPS 
Box 1028-HJ92, Concord, MA 01742 


DECORATIVE 
PAINTING 
CATALOG 


Brushes * Sponges * Feathers 
Tools for faux finishing, 
marbleizing, wood graining 
and stencilling. 


Period 
details 


sf UPTO 


dill 


3516 Cadiuex Rd. 
Detroit, MI 48224 
Fax (313) 885-6578 


Catalog $2.00 
Full refund upon purchase 


Decorative a. 
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AVAILABLE THROUGH INTERIOR DESIGNERS & FINE SHOPS 
SEND $1.00 FOR FULL COLOR BROCHURE 
RICHARD E. THIBAUT, 706 S. 21 ST. IRVINGTON, N.J. 07111 (201) 399-7888 


PATENTED 


INTERIOR INSULATING WINDOWS S shine TITE 
Er 
e Custom made to fit inside existing casings. 
e National Historie Society & HUD approved. 
e Proven energy efficiency-maintenance free. 
e Accomodate windows 1 1/2" out of square. 


Send $2.00 for complete information. 
package — rebated with your order. 


NERGY 
NNOVATIONS, ROUTE 1, Box 157 ° P.O. Box 263 
NCORPORATED Guman, ILLINOIS 60938 ° 815 / 265-4900 


AUTHENTIC 
VICTORIAN 


SCREEN-STORM 
DOORS 


Couchstone Woodworks 


Dept. OHJ PO Box 112 
Ravenna, OH 44266 
(216) 297-1313 


Send two dollars to view our elegant collection 


EX TERIOR SHUTTERS 


Affordable 

Shipped Anywhere 
Durable White Pine 
Moveable Louvers, fixed 
louvers or raised panel. 
Custom-made arches. 
Unfinished or painted in 
the brand & color of 
your choice. 

Hinges and Holdbacks 


gf call or write: 
SHUTTERCRAFT, 282 Stepstone Hill 
Guilford, CT 06437 (203) 453-1973 


USA made Reggio 

Registers™ en- 

hance wood floors 

and fine carpets. 

Maximize heat circu- 

lation from woodstoves, 

gravity and forced hot air 

heating systems. Choose from 

elegant brass or traditional cast iron registers and 

grilles. Request our new color catalog for styles, 
sizes, and prices. Available for $1.00 from: 


aL RADIATOR 
STEELE NCLOSURES 


FOR HOMES, OFFICES, CHURCHES, INSTITUTIONS 


BUY FACTORY DIRECT & SAVE « EASY TO ASSEMBLE 
MANY STYLES & COLORS * BAKED ENAMEL FINISH 
Send ‘1.00 for Brochures. Refundable with Order. 


MONARCH vpt. on 


2744 ARKANSAS DRIVE, BROOKLYN, N.Y. 11234 
(201) 796-4117 
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The advertisers in this issue have 
literature available, and you can get 
as many Catalogs as you need just by 
filling out one form. 


Building Components 


1. Traditional Wood Columns — Matching 
pilasters, 6 styles of capitals. Ventilated aluminum 
plinth and column bases. Catalog. Schwerd Mfg. 


2. Heart Pine Flooring — Flooring, wainscotting, 
hand-hewn beams, mantels, and stair parts. 
Brochure, $5.25. The Joinery Company. 


38. Chimney Liner — Reduces condensation, 
increases heating efficiency, improves safety. 
Free catalog. Protech Systems, Inc. 


69. Handmade Brick — Special shapes are a spe- 
clalty. Patio pavers and fireplace kits also avail- 
able. Brochure, $ 1.25. Old Carolina Brick. 


73. Restoration Glass — Perfect for restoration 
work. Each sheet is made by using the original 
cylinder method. Free brochure. Bendheim Glass. 


98.PVC Lattice — It looks like wood, comes in 11 
colors, and can be cut, naild, and installed like wood. 
Free color brochure. Cross VINYLattice. 


113. Chimney Liner — Seals, relines, and rebuilds 
chimneys from inside out; refractory materials. 
Free brochure. National Supaflu Systems. 


125. Architectural Roofing Tiles — Never need 
maintenance, can't burn, and last 50-125 years. 
Free color catalog. Vande Hey Raleigh. 


212. Extra-Wide Boards — Pine for flooring or 
panelling. Custom mouldings, millwork, wain- 
scotting . Literature, 75¢. Craftsman Lumber. 


242. Classic Columns — Doric, lonic, and 
Corinthian columns sculpted from Ponderosa pine. 
Catalog, $2.25. Chadworth, Inc. 


284. Dumbwaiters — Hand-operated dumb- 
waiters with lifting capacities from 65 to 500 Ibs. 
Free literature. Whitco/Vincent Whitney Co. 


297.Raised Paneling — For wainscotting, walls, 
and boxed columns. Red-oak veneers trimmed 
with solid oak. Free flyer. States Industries. 


355. Fireplace Products — Energy-saving gas or 
woodburning fireplaces, inserts, and direct-vent 
gas fireplaces. Free brochure. Heat-N-Glo. 


387. Quartersawn Clapboard — Eliminates cup- 
ping and warping and accept paint and stain. Free 
brochure. Granville Mfg. 


392. Heart Pine Flooring — Since 1972. Plank 
flooring, over 150 years old, is also available. Free 
brochure. Vintage Pine Company. 


414. Hydronic Heater — Clean, safe, healthful, 
and inexpensive floor-to-ceiling warmth. Free 
information. Hydro-Sil. 


438. Quartersawn Clapboard — Vertical grain 
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clapboard elimates warping for extended life. Free 
brochure. Ward Clapboard Mill. 


465. River Recovery Specialists — Quality heart 
pine and heart cypress milled from logs lost on 
their way downstream. Flooring, stairparts, and 
lumber. Free literature. Goodwin Heart Pine Co. 


488. Metal Roofing Materials — Producers of 
Terne and Terne Coated Stainless. Free catalog. 
Follansbee Steel. 


492. Custom Kitchens — Portfolio of tradition- 
al kitchens featuring on-location photographs, 
$10.25. The Kennebec Company. 


511.Lumber Products— Red cedar, redwood, 
pine, and fir for siding, paneling, shakes, and beams. 
Information, $3.25. Bear Creek Lumber Inc. 


517. Flooring— Flooring, stair parts, cabinetry, 
paneling, antique beams. Many species of woods 
available. Brochure, $1.25. Albany Woodworks. 


527. Antique Flooring — Antique oak and chest- 
nut. Lengths up to 18’, widths up to 14". Free 
brochure. North Fields Restorations. 


540. Interior Shutters — Colonial raised panel 
shutters, panel walls, and wainscotting. Litera- 
ture, $1.25. Maple Grove Restorations. 


541. Manual Dumbwaiters — Smooth, quiet 
operation. For residential and commercial appli- 
cations. Free brochure. Miller Manufacturing, Inc. 


580. Hardwood Flooring — Authentic parquet 
borders, strips, and full floor patterns. Free 
brochure. Historic Floors of Oshkosh. 


602. Antique Wood — Flooring, hewn beams, 
old log houses. Wormy chestnut specialist. Free 
literature. Centre Mills Antique Wood. 


603. Building Plans — Garages, barns, sheds, 
studio cottages, and period fences. Catalog, $6.25. 
Country Designs. 


614. Baseboard Heating — Extending only one 
inch from the wall to look like typical baseboard 
trim. Free literature. Radiant Technology, Inc. 


625. Roofing Shingles — Copper-laminated 
asphalt shingle will oxidize to the beautiful green 
patina of copper. Free literature. Tegola Canadese. 


631. Heart Pine Flooring — Premier flooring 
manufactured from antique heart pine timbers. 
Catalog, $15.25. J.L. Powell &Co. Inc. 


Decorative Materials 


20. Tin Ceilings — Victorian and Art deco pat- 
terns. Cornices, pre-cut miters, and center medal- 
lions. Brochure, $1.25. AA Abbingdon Affiliates. 


26. Push-Button Switches — Reproductions 
with switch plates in plain brass or ornamented. 
Brochure, $1.25. Classic Accents. 


27. Victorian Wallpapers — A complete collec- 
tion including Neo-Grec; Anglo-Japanese; Aes- 


thetic Movement. Catalog, $10.25. Bradbury & 
Bradbury. 


40. Documentary Papers & Fabrics — Based 
on originals found in America's great historic hous- 
es. Brochure, $1.25. Richard E. Thibaut Inc. 


42.Country Curtains — Curtains in cotton, muslin, 
permanent-press. Bedspreads, canopy covers, 
and tablecloths. Free catalog. Country Curtains. 


47. Tin Ceilings — From Victorian to Art Deco. 
2x4’ sheets available. Cornices available. Brochure, 
$1.25. Chelsea Decorative Metal. 


128. Tin Ceilings — In turn-of-the-century pat- 
terns using original dies. Center plates, borders, 
corner plates, cornice, and filler plates included. 
Catalog, $3.25. W.F. Norman Corp. 


245. Plaster Ornaments — From late 19th and 
early 20th century periods made using original 
moulds. Illustrated catalog, $3.25. Decorator's 
Supply. 


363. Complete Outfitter — Over 10,000 items; 
from chamber pots to covered wagons. 250- 
page catalog, $3.25. Cumberland General Store. 


480. Ice-Boxes — Premium solid oak ice-box 
electric refrigerators. Electric refrigeration con- 
version kits available for antique ice-boxes. Lit- 
erature, $3.25. Northern Refrigerator Company. 


536. Decorative Benches — Authentic repro- 
ductions of the original. Cypress slats painted 
Charleston green. Brochure, $1.25. Charleston 
Battery Bench. 


561. Historic Wallpapers By Mail — Arts & 
Crafts/Edwardian wallpaper. Package of 16 sam- 
ples, $5.25. Charles Rupert: The Shop. 


617, Wooden Flag Poles — Hand-made featur- 
ing classic designs. Ready to install with all acces- 
sories. Free color brochure. Hennessy House. 


624. Wallcoverings & Accessories— Walicov- 
erings, borders, fabrics, and home accessories 
since 1919. Catalog, $2.25, Robinson's Interiors. 


9. Replacement Wood Windows — Thermally 
efficient wood windows in almost any size and 
historic shape. Free booklet. Marvin Windows. 


16. Wood Sash — Divided lite, round top, curved, 
double-hung, fixed, casement, or storm sash. Shut- 
ters, screen doors, and trim. Brochure, $2.25. Mid- 
west Architectural Wood Products. 


32. Wooden Screen & Storm Doors — Period 
looks with more thermal efficiency than aluminum 
doors. Catalog, $2.25. Old Wagon Factory. 


53. Wooden Screen Doors — Many innovative 
styles from the classic design to highly ornamental. 
Catalog, $3.25. Oregon Wooden Screen Door. 


354. Windows & Patio Doors — Information on 
creating custom combinations, energy facts, plan- 
ning a project. Free booklet. Andersen Windows. 


410. Colonial Woodwork — Handcrafted cus- 
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Authentic Antique 


Hardware 


e One of a Kind 

No Reproduction 
Door Hardware 
Furniture Hardware 
Door Knockers 

e Curtain Tie-backs 

e Twist Bells 


Cugenia 3 Luce 
5360 PEACHTREE IND. BLVD. e CHAMBLEE, GEORGIA 30341 
Bus: (404) 458-0682 e res: (404) 261-0394 


bustom Shutters : 


| 
æ || 


nterior and Exterior 
Vholesale to the Public 


| 1/2" Moveable louver, 
aised panel and fixed louver 
ihutters. Custom finished or 


if hardware. 
all or write for brochure 


ihutter Depot 
1.2 Box 157 
REENVILLE, GA 30222 
06 © 672 © 1214 


THE BARCLAY 
SPIRAL STAIRCASE 


+ Intricate Victorian design 
. Modular components in 


a 5-ft. diameter 
+ Rugged cast-iron 
construction 


+ Available with brass or 
steel handrail 

+ Send $3.00 for complete 
renovation catalogue 


Q WIFE AS 


322 Geary Ave. 
Toronto, Ontario 
Canada M6H 2C7 

g (416) 530-4200 
Fax (416) 530-4666 


100 YEARS BEHIND THE TIMES’™ 


PAINT SHAVER™ POWER TOOL 


© Ecologically safe Patented 
paint removal system 

© Strips 1S.F. of paint in 
15 seconds to the bare wood 

e Encapsulates debris for 

x retrieval into a vacuum 

Mi, system 

h © Lightweight (4-1/2 Ibs.) 

7 Easy to use 

© Restores old shingles and 
Clapboards to like-new 
condition 


PANT SHAYI 
PATENTED 


Power Tools and Accessories 


|) 
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American-International Ind., Inc. 
1116B Park Avenue, Cranston, RI 02910 


Tel. (401) 942-7855 - 1-800-932-5872 


LEADERS OF HIGH SPEED PAINT REMOVAL TECHNOLOGY 


SMITH-CORNELL 
Plaques of Distinction 


P.O. BOX 29A 


Maumee, OH 43537 
Designers/Manufacturers 


of Bronze and Aluminum Interpretive Markers 
Call for FREE catalog 
419-893-8731 (OH) 800-325-0248 


100% COTTON SHOWER CURTAIN 


Don't "dump" another plastic shower curtain! Tightly 
woven 100% cotton duck gets wet, but water stays 
in the tub. No liner necessary. Machine washable! 
No more grimy, sticky vinyl. Rustproof grommets. 
White or Natural, $30 + $3.25 shipping. (NY resi- 
dents add tax). Send check or money order to: 
NOPE / (Non-Polluting Enterprises) 
P.O. Box 3330 
Smethport, PA 16749 
For VISA/MC orders call: 1-800-782-NOPE 


Other products available, call/write for FREE catalog. 


J. R. BURROWS & COMPANY 
MAKERS OF 
COLONIAL AND 
EARLY AMERICAN 
LIGHTING FIXTURES 


AUTHENTIC DESIGNS 


42A The Mill Road, West Rupert, VT 05776 
(802) 394-7713 


Nottingham 


BNE 7 
Lace Curtains 
Artistic 


IESE 
: i Wallpapers 


4 William Morris 
Carpets 
Catalog & 
Samples $5 


4 P.O. Box 522, 
enh Rockland, MA 


Catalogue $3.00 


0 


raene ] | 


HSINIA ANIA 
dGvaH LHONOUM 


(P®®H 9504) HONITIO 
(P®H 254) NOWNOO 


| 


Old-Fashioned Cut Nails. The Tremont Nail Co. makes 
20 varieties of cut nails using the old patterns, including 
rosehead, oval bung, and wrought-head. Sample kit 
containing one of each of the 20 patterns, a history of 
nails in America, and a price list is $4.99 ppd. 


Tremont Nail Co., Dept OHJ92, 8 Elm St, 
Box 111 Wareham, MA 02571 


l 
GREAT FOR THE COUNTRY LOOK! 


Satisfaction Guaranteed 


. 34 © Box R, #2278 
inlan, TX 75474 


Prompt Shipment 
ILLUSTRATED 


CATALOG 


by return mail $2. 


Solid Wood/Use In or Out 
Buy Direct & Save! 
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tom-made interior architectural trim. Doors, win- 
dows, shutters, wainscot, wall paneling. Catalog, 
$2.25. Maurer & Shepherd Joyners. 


455. Wood Entrances — Traditional doors with 
bull's-eye glass and side-lights. Catalog, $2.25. 
Lamson-Taylor Custom Doors. 


597. Casement Hardware — Sash hinges for 
wooden windows. Casement, awning, and tran- 
soms are offered in brass and zinc chromate. Free 
literature. Whitco/Vincent Whitney. 


622. Window Spring Counterbalances — Instead 
of window weights and pullies. For double-hung 
windows. Efficient and economical. Free litera- 
ture. Pullman Mfg. Corp. 


627.Doors & Mouldings — Traditional patterns 
of in-stock and meticulously crafted magogany 
doors and mouldings. Catalog, $4.25. U.S. Door 
& Millwork. 


630. Spring Tite Windows — Making old win- 
dows energy efficient without compromising 
beauty or integrity. Brochure, $2.25. Energy Inno- 
vations, Inc. 


632. Energy-Efficient Windows — Significant 
energy performance improvements in a variety 
of storm window and door applications. Free lit- 
erature. Libby Owens Ford. 


Windows 
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31. Rotted Wood Restoration — Restore rot- 
ted wood to save historically significant and hard- 
to-duplicate pieces. Free brochure. Abatron. 


365. Fireplace Repair — Chimney and fireplace 


maintenance and repair products. Gaskets, clean- 
ers, Caulking, patching, and specialty paint prod- 
ucts. Free catalog. Rutland Products. 


439. Molder-Planer— Reproduce railings, sash- 
es, crowns, rails, window and door stops, and 
curved molding with chatter free finishes. Free 
information kit. Williams & Hussey. 


539. Refinishing Products — Paint strippers, 
clear finishes, lacquers, sanding sealers, caulking 
compounds, linseed oil putty, glazing compounds. 
Free information. Sterling-Clark-Lurton, Corp. 


570. Equipment To Rent — “Discover Renting: 
A Guide For Homeowners; money-saving tips on 
completing many projects around the home. 
Booklet, $1.25. American Rental Association. 


586. Hand & Power Tools — Hand and power 
tools for professional contractors and do-it-your- 
self users. Free brochure. Wedge Innovations. 


589. Mildew-Proof Paint — This water-based 
paint withstands humidity, is blister and peel-proof, 
and remains mildew-proof for up to 5 years. Free 
literature. William Zinsser & Co., Inc. 


595. Rock-Hard Putty — Repair walls, wood- 
work, and plaster. It can be sawed, chiseled, pol- 
ished, colored, and molded. Free literature. Don- 
ald Durham Company. 


605. Table Saw — The BT3000 offers more fea- 
tures, greater precision, and more versatility than 


— 


any other saw in its price range. Free brochure. 
Ryobi America Corp. 


606. Interior & Exterior Paints — The exclusive 
manufacturer of Colonial Williamsburg Colors. 
Free brochure. Martin-Senour Paints. 


611. Paint Shaver’ — Strips paint from shin- 
gles and clapboards. The dust collector allows 
encapsulation of debris for retrieval. Free litera- 
ture. American-Internatinal Tool Ind., Inc. 


628. Paint Stripping — Suppliers of industrial 
paint strippers and paint stripping equipment. Free 
literature. Benco Sales, Inc. 


634. Woodworking Tools — Planer/molders, 
drum sander, cabinet door machines, and much 
more. Free catalog. RB Industries, Inc. 


Tools 
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221. Restored Antique Fans — Restoring and 
selling of antique fans and parts. Large changing 
inventory. Detailed brochure, $2.25. The Fan Man. 


576. Reproduction Wallpapers — By silk-screen. 
Sidewall, ceiling, border, and corner patterns dat- 
ing from mid-19th to early-2O0th centuries. Cat- 
alog, $3.25. Victorian Collectibles. 


593. Cotton Shower Curtain — Suppliers of Vic- 
torian-style, tightly woven 100% cotton shower 
curtains. Duct gets wet, but water stays in the 
tub. Catalog, $1.25. N.O.P.E. 


610. Victorian Ranges — The tradition of 1850s 
cast-iron cookstoves with the convenience of 
the 1990s. $5.25. Elmira Stove Works. 


636. Cookstoves — Suppliers of cookstoves and 
wall ovens in gas, electric, and wood burning mod- 
els. Brochures and dealer information, $2.25. 
Heartland Appliances. 


629. Cooking Stoves — Radiant heat system 
cooks while preserving flavors, textures, and 
nutrients. Brochure, $2.25. AGA Cookers. 


4.Reproduction Fixtures — Victorian and turn- 
of-the-century electric and gas chandeliers and 
wall brackets. Solid brass with a variety of glass 
shades. Catalog, $5.25. Victorian Lighting Works. 


10. Reproduction Craftsman Lighting — Chan- 
deliers and sconces for your bungalow, mission, 
foursquare, or traditional home. Free catalog. 
Rejuvenation Lamp & Fixture Co. 


11. Victorian & Art Deco Lighting — Manufac- 
turers of Victorian gas and early electric lighting. 
Original gas lighting through the art-deco period. 
Lighting catalog, $5.25. Roy Electric Co. 


21.Mission-Style Lighting — Arts & Crafts light- 
ing fixtures blend with all historic periods. Solid 
brass with polished or antique finish. Sconces and 
chandeliers. Catalog, $3.25. Brass Light Gallery. 


219. Lighting Reproductions — Master works 
often of brass, bronze, and aluminum to comple- 
ment residences or commercial areas. Catalog, 


$2.25. Art Directions. 


334. Chandeliers, Sconces & Candelabra — 
Huge collection of lighting fixtures of unique design 
using imported crystal. Catalog, $3.75. King’s 
Chandelier Company. 


400. Lighting Fixtures — Architectural orna- 
ments and antiques dating from 1880 through 
1930. Reproduction iron spiral staircases as well 
as lighting fixtures. Free brochure. Urban Archae- 
ology. 


560. Early-American Lighting — Reproduction 
fixtures such as wall sconces, chandeliers, cop- 
per lanterns, and hall fixtures. Everything is hand- 
made. Catalog, $2.25. Gates Moore Lighting. 


Lighting Fixtures 


30. Historic Markers — Cast bronze or aluminum 
marker. Manufacturers of plaques for National 
Register, American Buildings Survey, and custom 
work. Free catalog. Smith-Cornell. 


55. Custom-Made Plaques — Historic markers 
for indoors or out. Many demensions and styles 
available. Free brochure. Erie Landmark. 


122. Iron Fencing — Custom made ornamental 
iron fences and gates. Matching of old fences is 
available using authentic Victorian patterns and 
castings. Catalog, $2.25. Stewart Iron Works. 


545. Spiral Stairs — The beauty of cast iron, but 
not the weight. All components, except handrail, 
are solid castings of high strength aluminum alloy. 
Free color brochure. The Iron Shop. 


626. Ornamental Metalwork — Suppliers of 
weathervanes, copper top or unfinished cupolas, 
copper or brass electric lanterns, sundials. Free 
catalog. Crosswinds Galery 


Metalwork 


44. Victorian Millwork — Fretwork, brackets, 
corbels, grilles, turnings, and gingerbread preci- 
sion manufactured so product groups fit togeth- 
er. Color catalog, $4.75. Cumberland Woodcraft. 


101. Shutters & Blinds — Colonial wooden blinds, 
movable louver, and raised-panel shutters. All cus- 
tom-made to specifications. Free brochure. 
Devenco Louver Products. 


260. Wooden Shutters — Constructed of white 
pine with 2 inch wide movable louvers. Available 
in custom sizes designed to fit circular windows. 
Free information. American Heritage Shutters. 


294. Plaster Ornament — Fiber-reinforced plas- 
ter. Restoration work and reproduction of exist- 
ing pieces is available. Catalog of 1500 items, 
$15.25. Fischer & Jirouch. 


340. Wood Mouldings — Internationally recog- 
nized company with over 500 beautiful wood 
mouldings. 104-page catalog, $5.75. Arvid's His- 
toric Woods. 


496. Architectural Accoutrements — Carved 
in solid woods. Catalog available to the trade when 
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requested on professional letterhead: 16506 Aval- 
on Bivd., Carson CA 90746. Brochure, $1.25. Ray- 
mond E. Enkeboll Designs. 


518. Custom Turnings— Newel posts, porch 
posts, column bases, fluting, spiral rope twist, etc. 
Catalog, $2.75. Custom Wood Turnings. 


537.Custom Turnings — Manufacturer of cus- 
tom turnings which can be used for balusters, 
newels, finials, porch posts, or furniture. Free lit- 
erature. National Decks. 


Plu mbing & Hardware 


18. Victorian Hardware — Reproduction hard- 
ware for doors, windows, shutters, cabinets, and 
furniture. High-security locks with period appear- 
ance. Catalog, $5.25. Ball & Ball. 


49. Renovation Hardware — Brass cabinet hard- 
ware, lighting, weathervanes, pedestal sinks, old- 
fashioned bathtub showers, and bathroom fix- 
tures. Catalog, $3.25. Antique Hardware Store. 


110. Bathroom Fixtures — Antique and repro- 
duction plumbing, tubs, faucets and handles, 
pedestal sinks, high-tank toilets, and shower encio- 
sures. Catalog, $6.25. Mac The Antique Plumber. 


130. Faucets & Fixtures — Victorian and Euro- 
pean plumbing. Clawfoot tubs, shower conver- 
sions in chrome or brass, hightank toilets, pedestal 
sinks, and more. Free catalog. A-Ball Plumbing. 


159. Custom Brasswork — Featuring lighting, 
hardware, railings. Custom fabrication, repair and 
refinishing, and brass and copper antiques. 
Brochure $1.25. Conant Custom Brass. 


302. Restoration Hardware — Brass items for 
houses and furniture. Plumbing, lighting, wall and 
ceiling coverings, tin ceilings, and more. Catalog 
and 1-year mailing, $5.50. Hardware Plus. 


309. Reproduction Brass Showerhead — 12- 
inch showerhead generating thousands of water- 
drops to cover the entire body in a gentle rain. 
Free brochure. JB Products. 


397. Hard-To-Find Hardware — Decorative 
hardware for doors, windows, furniture, and cab- 
inets. Knobs, hinges, pulls, and fasteners. All peri- 
ods from 16th century through the 1930s. 227- 
page catalog, $6.75. Crown City Hardware. 


608. Showerheads— This big face, country club 
style showerhead drenches you with a wide col- 
umn of water droplets. Free brochure. Sunflow- 
er Shower Company. 


613. Handthrown Pottery Sinks — Durable 
stoneware sinks. Spongeware and floral designs 
add a charming touch to your home. Free 8-page 
color brochure. Granite Lake Pottery. 


623. Faucets & Fixtures — Manufacturers and 
distributors of reproduction faucets and fixtures. 
Free literature. J.T. International. 


633. Bathroom Fixtures — Traditional faucet 
and accessory designs. Offering complete fittings 
meeting United States specifications. Catalog, 
$5.25. Watercolors. 


Restoration Supplies & Services 


5. Pigeon Control — Get rid of birds with incon- 
spicuous stainless steel needles eliminate roost- 
ing places without harming your building. Free 
brochure. Nixalite of America. 


23. Chimney Flue Liner — Poured-in-place, 2- 
liner system. First liner strengthens and insulates; 
second liner seals and protects. UL Listed. Nation- 
wide. Free catalog. Ahren’s Chimney Technique. 


35. Plaster Washers — These inexpensive wash- 
ers can resecure loose ceilings and walls. Starter 
packet of 3 doz. washers with instructions, $4.75. 
Charles Street Supply. 


312. Chimney Sweeps — Maintenance, repair 
and restoration services. Free literature. Certi- 
fied Chimney Contractors Inc. 


319. Porcelain Refinishing — Restoration and 
refinishing of worn and damaged bathroom and 


kitchen fixtures. Free brochure. Perma-Glaze. 


384. Tub & Sink Refinishing — Porcelain refin- 
ishing for antique tubs, sinks, and ceramic tile. Free 
brochure. Dura Glaze. 


500. Portraits Of Your Building — Pen and ink 
renderings of your home or historic building. Per- 
fect for framing, letterhead, cards. Literature and 
sample, $1.25. Architectural Caricatures. 


565. Chimney Liners — Lifetime warranteed, 
flexible chimney relining pipe. Constructed of 4 
interlocked layers of certified 304-stainless steel. 
Brochure, $ 1.00. HomeSaver Chimney Liners. 


585. Building Repair Products — Manufactur- 
ers of interior and exterior priming, patching, and 
sealing products. Free literature. Tuff-Kote Com- 
pany, Inc. 


635. Restoration & Old House Books — Books 
available on old houses and their restoration. Free 
list, or use modem to call (216) 86 1-0469. Book 
Stacks Unlimited, Inc. 


{ Circle the numbers of the items you want, and enclose $3 for processing. We'll forward your re- d 
į quest to the appropriate companies. They will mail the literature directly to you...which should | 
| arrive 30 to 60 days from receipt of your request. Price of literature, if any, follows the number. | 
| Your check, including the $3 processing fee should be made out to Old-House Journal. | 
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[ opinion 


7 REMUDDLING 


FROM DOWN- UNDER 


F THIS ATTENTION-GRABBING AQUA VICTORIAN FROM 
Launceston, Tasmania, isn't a fair dinkum Remud- 
dling, we don't know what is. Few of the house’s 
surviving details, like the delicate scrollwork on 

the porch, can compete against the tidalwave of ultra- 

marine. The spray-foamlike 

stucco, which almost engulfs 

the exterior, appears to be 

oozing over the fence and 

heading for the rest of the 

neighborhood. As Angus 

McIntyre of Vancouver, 


Canada, who contributed 


this month’s Remuddling, 


comments, “This is a city rich in Victorian and Edwar- 

dian (“Federation” in Australia) architecture, but as you 

can see there are blemishes. The turquoise color was 

perhaps the reason the neighbor next door erected the 

white wall with the odd shape — as an attempt to block 
off the shocking stucco.” 
Right-o, mate! 


Unlike the sympathetic restoration of 
the turn-of-the-century house 
in Melbourne (inset), the charms 
of this Victorian (bottom) are 
obscured by the overexuberant use of 
agqua-colored stucco. 


